
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
July 25, 2017 
 
Stated Clerks of Classes 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Delegates and advisers to Synod 2017, despite a very weighty agenda, were blessed by a spirit of 
graciousness and love through their deliberations, worship, and fellowship during the week-long 
meetings. The decisions made are now recorded in the Acts of Synod 2017—soon-to-be printed. Over 
two hundred participants selflessly gave of their valuable time and inspiring leadership to the church—
we are truly grateful for their commitment and service to the church.  
 
The Synodical Services Office has been working intently at disseminating the many decisions, 
implementing and highlighting for the appropriate bodies any that would affect specific work and 
ministry. A couple of important decisions affecting classes include (1) matters regarding classical student 
fund teams and the support of our students and (2) and the development of strategies for church 
renewal to be used by the classes and churches. 
 
In addition to sending you a copy the printed Acts of Synod 2017 when available, we are enclosing a 
summary of synod’s decisions, outlining matters that we believe to be specific to the classes and your 
work. Watch for notification in the near future for access to the electronic version of the Acts of Synod 
2017, which will be posted to the CRC website at www.crcna.org/SynodResources. (The printed version 
of the Acts will follow later in August for your easy reference.)  
 
Thank you for carefully reviewing the attached summary of synod and for assisting your local classis in 
processing and carrying out these decisions. If you have any questions as you read through the 
summary, or if we can be of further assistance in your work, please do not hesitate to call or write. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

    
Steven R. Timmermans     Diane (Dee) S. Recker 
Executive Director of the CRCNA   Director of Synodical Services 
 
Encl: Summary of Synod 2017 Decisions for Classes 
 
  

http://www.crcna.org/SynodResources


1 | P a g e  

 

Summary of Synod 2017 Decisions for Classes 
 
1. Funding for Calvin Theological Seminary students 
 
 The synodical Task Force on Funding for Calvin Theological Seminary Students presented 
its final report to synod, which responded by taking the following actions that are relevant to the 
work of the classes (see Acts of Synod 2017, pp. 676-77 for full text with grounds). 
 
 Synod 2017 
 

 Urged classis student fund teams to conduct annual interviews with students they are 
supporting or considering supporting. 

 Reminded classis student fund teams to give support preference to students attending 
Calvin Theological Seminary and to those who are pursuing a master of divinity 
degree. 

 Urged classis student fund teams to develop and put into practice a clear and 
workable set of guidelines for the process of student funding. This would include 

 reviewing the forms being used for application in the student funding process, 

 having an understanding of the timeline students are working with when it comes 
to scholarships received and payments being due, 

 having an understanding of what is required by our Candidacy Committee of 
students pursuing candidacy in the CRCNA, 

 and being aware of the legal issues/requirements surrounding the type of 
agreement a classis enters into with a student (forgivable loan, grant, etc.). 

 Encouraged, whenever possible, our classes and student fund teams to work together 
in the support of our students. These might be neighboring classes in a close 
geographical area or classes that share a relationship with a student. 

 Requested classis student fund teams to provide annual updates to the Candidacy 
Committee and Calvin Theological Seminary as to their respective set of guidelines, 
levels of support, and sample forms used for student funding. 

 
2. Church renewal 
 
 In response to an overture from Classis Southeast U.S., synod gave instruction to the 
executive director to: 
 

 Make available a list of current denominational resources related to church renewal, 
including church planting with emphasis on training for evangelism. 

 Work with each agency and educational institution to seek out best practices and 
resources related to church renewal in the CRC and similar denominations and share 
these with classes and congregations in order to more faithfully carry out our 
commitment to Church Order Articles 74-76. 

 Work with each agency and educational institution to collaborate in finding areas of 
convergence related to church renewal and to develop effective strategies for 
implementation by classes and churches. 

 
Realizing the significance of this matter for the churches and classes, synod then instructed the 
executive director to keep the call to prayer for church renewal, church planting, and evangelism 
continually before God’s people. (See Acts of Synod 2017, p. 706.) 
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3. New Annual Day of Justice 
 
 Synod adopted the third Sunday of August of each year, beginning in 2018, as an Annual 
Day of Justice for the CRCNA. CRC ministries will help promote observance of this Annual Day 
of Justice. (See Acts of Synod 2017, p. 631.) 
 
4. Important reminders re advocating safe church practices 
 
 Synod reminds classes “to support churches by advocating for and providing safe church 
personnel, policies, and practices.” (See Acts of Synod 2017, p. 636.) 
 
5. Disability Awareness Week 
 
 Synod encourages “classes . . . to annually sponsor events to celebrate Disability 
Awareness Week, preferably during the week preceding the third Sunday in October.” (See Acts 
of Synod 2017, pp. 632-33.) 
 
6. Archiving classis and congregational records 
 
 Synod again validated the importance of archiving and instructed all classes . . . to send 
duplicates (photocopies, faxes, or email attachments) of their constitutions and articles of 
incorporation to the archives. Copies can be sent via surface mail, fax, or email to Archives, 
Calvin College, 1855 Knollcrest Circle SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546-4402; fax: 616-526-7689; or 
crcarchives@calvin.edu.  
 
 In addition, synod encouraged the following classes, all of which have at least one member 
congregation more than ten years old that has not had its minutes duplicated, to contact the 
archives to have this done: Alberta North, Alberta South/Saskatchewan, Atlantic Northeast, B.C. 
North-West, B.C. South-East, California South, Central California, Central Plains, Chatham, 
Chicago South, Columbia, Georgetown, Grand Rapids North, Grand Rapids South, Grandville, 
Greater Los Angeles, Hackensack, Hanmi, Heartland, Holland, Hudson, Huron, Iakota, Illiana, 
Kalamazoo, Ko-Am, Lake Erie, Lake Superior, Minnkota, Muskegon, Northcentral Iowa, 
Northern Illinois, Northern Michigan, Pacific Northwest, Quinte, Red Mesa, Rocky Mountain, 
Southeast U.S., Toronto, Wisconsin, and Yellowstone. (See Acts of Synod 2017, p. 623.) 
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