
 

 

 

Canada Day, 1 July, 2017 

 

The Right Honourable Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

Office of the Prime Minister 

80 Wellington Street 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 

 

Fax: 613-941-6900 

Re: Canada 150 

Dear Prime Minister Trudeau; 

On behalf of the Canadian members and ministries of the Christian Reformed Church in North America (CRCNA), we wish 

to congratulate the government of Canada on the occasion of Canada’s 150th birthday. 

Since its establishment in Canada in 1912, the Christian Reformed Church has been blessed by the peace, order, and 

good government afforded by Canada. Many of our first members were immigrants who found in Canada a land of 

freedom, opportunity, and hospitality to newcomers. Over the years, our membership has grown to include 90,000 people 

today drawn from diverse backgrounds, and 275 places of ministry located across Canada from sea to sea to sea.   

The CRCNA and its members have fully engaged, and thrived, in our Canadian community. Together we have focused on 

Aboriginal ministry, faith formation, disability concerns, race relations, volunteer opportunities, global mission, social 

justice, international disaster response, community development, outreach to newcomers and refugees, and ecumenical 

and interfaith collaboration with other faith communities in Canada.  

In addition to these ministries, our members have established Christian schools and universities, businesses, labour 

organizations, and civic engagement organizations, and contribute in many other ways to Canadian society. We are 

grateful to Canada, and we thank God, for the blessings we have enjoyed. Knowing that our world – including our 

communities and governments – belongs to God, together we seek to bear witness to Christ’s kingdom of grace and 

reconciliation in Canada. 

As citizens who have enjoyed the blessings of Canada, we also share responsibility for its shortcomings, injustices, and its 

sins. In witness to Christ’s kingdom of grace and mercy, we call our own members, all citizens of Canada, and our 

governments acting on our behalf, to thoughtful and urgent action to redress the most pressing justice concerns of our 

land. These include: 

Reconciliation With Indigenous Peoples  -  2017 marks two years since the final report of the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission (2015) and the 30th anniversary of the declaration of the New Covenant with Aboriginal People (1987). The 



CRCNA calls its members and the government of Canada to act in implementing the recommendations for justice and 

reconciliation with Indigenous peoples in Canada that are contained in these reports. Specifically: we are responding to 

Call to Action 48 by affirming the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a framework for reconciliation; we 

have responded to Call to Action 49 by rejecting and condemning the Doctrine of Discovery, we are working with 

Indigenous partners for the fulfillment of Calls to Action 7-10 (reconciliation in education); and we are engaged in internal 

efforts for the implementation of Calls to Action 59-60 (church education on colonialism and spiritual violence). 

Welcoming Refugees  -  Canada has made strong commitments to welcome refugees and newcomers fleeing trouble 

spots around the world. Our churches have been enthusiastic participants in the private sponsorship program from its 

beginning and through to the present day. Knowing that we are called to protect and provide hospitality to “the strangers 

within our gates,” and knowing that many of our own founding members were newcomers, the CRCNA urges government 

and the voluntary sector to renewed action to ensure that refugees are welcomed and cared for in Canada. We know that 

in community refugees are no longer strangers, but become friends, neighbours and rich blessings to shared life in 

Canada.  

Caring for a Sustainable Environment  -  Because the earth is the Lord’s and we are called to steward it, we continue to 

urge citizens and our government to develop practices and policies that both respond to climate change and ensure that 

Canada’s land, water, air, and all creatures may flourish. 

Protecting Children and Families  - The measure of justice in our society is reflected in how faithfully we protect our most 

vulnerable members. We call upon Canada’s citizens and government to provide robust measures to ensure that our 

children, youth, the elderly and families are protected from poverty, abuse, physical and mental illness and all that 

undermines the dignity of each person. 

Restraining Religious Persecution  -  Around the world religious minorities – including Yazidis or Christians in the Middle 

East – face increasing persecution and violence on account of their faith. We urge Canada’s citizens and governments to 

stand with religious minorities at home and abroad, to challenge violence against them, and to protect their freedom to live 

out their faith in peace and for the common good of our pluralistic society. 

Promoting Sustainable Development  - We are immensely grateful for the significant contributions that Global Affairs 

Canada has made towards World Renew’s programs in humanitarian assistance and community development as we join 

global efforts to achieve sustainable development goals (SDGs). Thousands of communities around the world now have 

adequate food, shelter and livelihoods to sustain themselves and build their economies for a better society. While there 

have been great strides made with the assistance provided, we continue to implore your leadership in providing greater 

financial support towards these efforts, at least minimally to keep the promise of international assistance levels at 0.7% of 

GDP. 

While Canada’s 150th birthday is surely cause for thanksgiving, it is all the more so a time for serious reflection, 

repentance, and renewed effort to work for peace, justice and the flourishing of the peoples and land in this place called 

Canada. We must not let this moment pass! Our prayer and our plea is that our commemoration of Canada’s 150th 

birthday becomes truly meaningful and lasting through renewed commitment and action to advance justice, peace, 

reconciliation and sustainable development in our own nation and collaboratively with nations around the world. 



Yours in Christ’s service, 

    

Darren Roorda, Canadian Ministries Director   

Steve Kabetu, Canada Director, Resonate Global Mission    

Ida Kaastra Mutoigo, Director, World Renew   

Ron Vanden Brink, Executive Director, Diaconal Ministries Canada  

Mike Hogeterp, Director, Christian Reformed Centre for Public Dialogue 

 

 

Cc:  Andrew Scheer, MP, Leader of the Conservative Party of Canada 
 Thomas Mulcair, MP, Leader of the New Democratic Party of Canada 

Louis Plamondon, MP, Président du caucus Bloc québécois 
Elizabeth May, Leader of the Green Party of Canada 

 


