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Advisory Committee 9, Task Forces, Mr. Richard VanderWoude reporting,
presents:

I. Defining Membership Task Force and Response to Overtures 37, 39,
and 40

A. Materials

Defining Membership Task Force Report, pp. 255-271
Overture 37, pp. 563-65

Overture 39, pp. 570-73

Overture 40, pp. 573-77
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. Preamble

s for those who can belong to the church, we can recognize them by the
distinguishing marks of Christians: namely by faith, and by their fleeing
from sin and pursuing righteousness, once they have received the one and
only Savior, Jesus Christ. They love the true God and their neighbors, with-
out turning to the right or left, and they crucify the flesh and its works.”
(Belgic Confession, Art. 29)

The Committee considered the objections that the Task Force minimized the
value of the reformed confessions and diminished the requirement that
members of the CRC commit to the confessions. And it was persuaded that
the language objected to was actually a description of the current state in
some of our congregations and neither a prescription for the denomination
going forward, nor an endorsement that membership is based solely on
agreement with the creeds.
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The committee concurred with the Task Force’s view that (i) the confessions
are central to our identity as a Reformed denomination, (ii) becoming a pro-
fessing member is a continuum from agreement with to full understanding
of the confessions, under the guidance and instruction of the local council
and (iii) that officebearers have additional obligations to defend and teach
the confessions.

C. Recommendations

1. That synod commend to the churches the reflections and advice on the
historical, biblical, and theological aspects of membership identified in this
report, noting again the distinction in confessional commitment required of
officebearers in comparison to that of confessing members.

2. That synod again remind consistories of the privilege and responsibility
of discerning how to invite believers to membership and disciple them
faithfully towards a deeper understanding of the gospel as articulated in
the Reformed confessions (including, if necessary, discipline of erring mem-
bers), in keeping with the principles previously established by our denomi-
nation.

Grounds:
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a. The local consistory is the body charged with evaluating member-
ship decisions within the framework established by Scripture and
our denominational standards (see Church Order, Art. 59, 78-81;
Supplement, Church Order, Art. 67).

b. Our profession of faith practices assume that there is no “disjunc-
tion” between a Christian confession and a Reformed confession: “A
Christian confession is by implication a Reformed confession and
vice versa” (Acts of Synod 1959, pp. 21-22, 373).

c. A number of denominations in the Reformed and Presbyterian tradi-
tion base confessing membership in an embrace of the ecumenical
creeds, embracing the Reformation-era confessions as the framework
for the “spiritual guidance of the church” to which members also as-
sent.

3. That synod encourage churches to use our approved liturgical forms, or
adaptations of them that conform to synodical guidelines (Acts of Synod
1994, pp. 493-94), in the administration of the sacraments or in celebrating
public profession of faith; and instruct the Office of General Secretary to
make progress toward providing translations of all of these forms in the
languages used in the churches.

Grounds:

a. The use of these liturgical forms will foster a greater shared under-
standing of membership across the denomination.

b. “The consistory shall see to it that the principles and elements of
worship approved by synod are observed, including the use of litur-
gical forms . . .. If liturgical forms are adapted or additional psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs are used in worship, these elements
should conform to synodical guidelines” (Church Order, Art. 52-b).

c. Translating our liturgy into the languages used in worship across the
church will provide ways to communicate expectations about mem-
bership in communities where English is not widely spoken.

4. That synod encourage churches to develop and use membership and pro-
fession of faith classes that foster a commitment to the Reformed confes-
sions, and to reflect on the ways in which this goal might require adapta-
tion of programs developed in other theological traditions when our
churches make use of these programs, especially in those churches who uti-
lize membership processes which align more specifically with the ecumeni-
cal creeds than the Reformed confessions.

Grounds:

a. Membership or profession of faith classes provide a means for
churches to establish a baseline of expectations for persons commit-
ting to the life of a local CRC congregation.

b. “Commitment to the creeds and confessions of the Christian Re-
formed Church” is a basic expectation of professing membership
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(Church Order, Art. 59-b; see also Profession of Faith forms—1976,
2013, 2016).

c. A number of churches are using resources developed outside the Re-
formed theological tradition to invite people to membership in their
congregations. While these resources have been beneficial to many
churches, many of them also contain theological convictions about
the nature of salvation or the role of the church and sacraments that
undermine important insights of the Reformed understanding of
Scripture. Discernment is important both to identify teachings that
connect us to the wider Christian tradition and to recognize teach-
ings that may tend to undermine our understanding of Scripture.

5. That synod declare this its decision on the work of the Task Force to be its
response to Overtures 37, 39, and 40.

6. That synod declare the mandate of this working group complete, noting
the responses to Overtures 17 and 32 (Acts of Synod 2024, pp. 866-67, 941-
42), with thanks for the reflections provided by those who participated in its
discussions.
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