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Advisory Committee 9, Task Forces, Mr. Richard VanderWoude report-
ing, presents the following: 
 

I. Response to Overture 75 (Deferred from Synod 2025): Evaluate Polity to 
Clarify Relationship of Assemblies 

A. Materials 
Overture 75, p. 329 

B. Recommendation 
That synod not accede to Overture 75 (deferred from Synod 2023), which 
requests the appointment of a study committee to evaluate church polity in 
light of Scripture, theology, and history and to clarify the relationship be-
tween councils, classes, and synod. 

 Grounds: 
 a. The Church Order and its Supplements already provide a compre-

hensive description of the authority and responsibilities of councils, 
classes, and synod, as well as the relationships among the broader as-
semblies. 

 b. Synod has addressed numerous polity questions in recent years 
through decisions related to confessional accountability, church disci-
pline, disaffiliation, and ecclesiastical authority. These decisions provide 
substantial guidance for the denomination and should be allowed time 
to be implemented and evaluated before undertaking another denomi-
nation-wide study. 


