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Advisory Committee 7: Ecumenical and Historical Matters, Mr. Ren Tuber-
gen reporting, presents: 

I. Response to Overture 33: Appoint a Study Committee on Reformed Ec-
clesiology 

A. Material 
Overture 33, pp. 411-414 

B. Recommendation 
That synod accede to Overture 33 and appoint a 4 year study committee on 
Reformed ecclesiology that will: 

• Articulate and explain the necessary theological center of Christian 
Reformed congregations as understood in the light of the Holy Scrip-
tures and the confessional Reformed tradition. 

• Explain and show how this theological vision of the church is still 
relevant today and applicable to ministry in a North American con-
text and can lead to fruitful homiletical, missional, communal, and 
liturgical life within our congregations. 

• Evaluate and synthesize the work of the above-named task forces 
and committees in the light of this ecclesiological center. 

• Offer clear commentary about the nature of the churches our denom-
ination is called to plant. 

Grounds: 
a. Synod 2025 expressed the need for a deeper theological study of the 

nature of the church in relationship to the work of the Virtual 
Church Task Force, stating that it “is premature for synod to declare 
strictly digital or virtual online ministries to be churches, yet also 
premature to categorically declare virtual churches to be theologi-
cally impermissible. Further study is needed, including biblical and 
confessional study on the nature of a true church” (Acts of Synod 
2025, p. 699). 

b. The lack of clarity in ecclesiastical functioning from a congregational 
to denominational level merits being addressed with the full weight 
of a study committee. The work of individual task forces over the 
past half decade should be synthesized and explicitly grounded the-
ologically. 

c. Only a theological vision for the Christian Reformed Church can sus-
tain a flourishing diversity in the church ethnically, regionally, and 
missionally. Unity does not mean uniformity but requires clarity 
about what it means to be the one body of Christ with many mem-
bers (1 Cor. 12). 

d. The fruitful work of church planting to which the denomination is 
being called depends upon having theological clarity on the nature 
of the church. 


