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Advisory Committee 7, Ecumenical and Historical Matters, Mr. Ren Tuber-
gen reporting, presents the following: 
 

I. Response to Overture 24: Establish Ecclesiastical Relations with the Na-
tional Presbyterian Church in Mexico 

A. Material 
Overture 24, p. 387 

B. Recommendation 
That synod refer Overture 24 to the General Secretary and EIRC for ongo-
ing work. 

II. Response to Overture 25: Affirming the Traditional Reformed Under-
standing of Church and State 

A. Material 
Overture 25, pp. 387-392 

B. Recommendations 
1. That synod reaffirm that the Christian Reformed Church’s confessional 
teaching on church and state, as articulated in Belgic Confession Article 36 
and its synodical interpretations in 1910, 1938, and 1958, rejects the confla-
tion of the spheres of church and state assigned by God in his word.   
2. That synod commission a two-year study committee reporting to Synod 
2028, that: 

Defines the parameters of Christian Nationalism, describes its cul-
tural appeal in the North America context, provides an account of its 
historical iterations world-wide, delineates its doctrinal perils and 
theological incompatibility with the Three Forms of Unity and pro-
vides a pastoral response and guidance. And that the committee, at a 
minimum, consist of one faculty from CTS, and have bi-national rep-
resentation. 
Grounds: 
a. The intersection of politics and Christianity has created a theological 

climate in which reaffirmation of Belgic Confession 36 and its synod-
ical interpretations is vital. 

b. Christian Nationalism is extremely difficult to define.  The overture's 
definition is too narrow and instead a description of the scope of 
Christian Nationalism is needed. 

c. Declaring a contemporary ideology "theologically incompatible" 
with our confessions is a weighty ecclesiastical action that demands 
careful deliberation 

d. The broad scope of Christian Nationalism is an influencing ideology 
in the churches of North America, and also the CRCNA. 
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e. The CRCNA would benefit from deeper study on the effects of the 
conflation of church and state throughout Christian history as well 
as within the history of the Dutch Reformed experience. 

3. That this be synod’s response to Overture 25. 
 


