7D Minority

Advisory Committee 7, Ecumenical and Historical Matters, Dr. Ren Tuber-
gen reporting, presents the following;:

I. Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee

A. Materials
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee report, pp. 215-228

B. Recommendation

1. That synod affirm the continued membership of the CRCNA in the
World Communion of Reformed Churches for the next 3 years, evaluating
our leavening influence among the Communion of Churches.

2.That synod communicates the goal to minimize the financial cost of mem-
bership during the time of discernment to its lowest amount allowed.

3. That synod instruct the EIRC to report back to Synod 2029 with a recom-
mendation to remain or leave the WCRC, with grounds.

Grounds:

a. The EIRC did their own evaluation of “pros” and “cons” on remain-
ing in the WCRC or not, and came to the conclusion that staying was
the better choice. We agree, but want to guide and hold accountable
this relationship for the coming years.

b. The WCRC provides the broadest worldwide level of ecumenical en-
gagement with Reformed denominations, many of whom are al-
ready ecumenical partners of the CRCNA.

c. Continued participation in the WCRC allows the CRCNA to offer a
distinct confessional voice, influence, and contribution to and among
the denominations in the WCRC.

d. The CRCNA has contributed significantly to the membership and
worship planning of this ecumenical body since the creation of the
WCRC in 2010.

e. The WCRC provides an important Reformed Christian forum in
which to hear and respond to worldwide needs for Christian wit-
ness, cooperation, and mutual support.

f. The WCRC is currently experiencing a season of transition under
new leadership. We also recognize the turnover of new members in
the EIRC over the last year, after the overture from Classis Illiana in
2025 (Agenda for Synod 2025, p. 389-392) was presented.

g. Allowing additional time for the recently appointed General Secre-
tary of the WCRC to establish priorities and direction provides a
prudent opportunity to assess whether meaningful reform and influ-
ence remain possible.

h. The EIRC has itself experienced significant renewal in membership
and has expressed a desire to engage the WCRC intentionally as a
faithful confessional Reformed presence within the communion.
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i. Remaining within the WCRC enables the CRCNA to continue serv-
ing as a leavening influence among member churches by offering a
biblically grounded and confessionally Reformed witness. With-
drawal would remove that voice from ongoing conversations and re-
lationships at a time when faithful engagement may be most needed.

j. A three-year period of continued membership provides a reasonable
timeframe for the CRCNA to evaluate whether its participation is
bearing fruit and whether its influence within the WCRC is advanc-
ing the purposes for which membership is maintained.

Adrian Guldemond
Jim Hollendoner, chair
Josiah Keen

Margriet Linker

Joel Renkema

Janelia Smiley

Ren Tubergen, reporter
Fernando Valencia

2 Report/Article 2???? ACTS OF SYNOD 2026



