7D Majority

Advisory Committee 7, Ecumenical and Historical Matters, Mr. Lucas Ten-
Brink reporting, presents the following:

I. Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee

A. Materials
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee report, pp. 215-228

B. Preamble

Until recently in the history of our denomination, the approach to ecumen-
icity has been to seek relationships primarily with those most similar to us
in biblical theology and reformed confessions. Synod 2000 adopted a new
ecumenical charter, which was revised in 2006 and 2010, with the approach
toward a broader approach to these relationships. This was to allow learn-
ing and co-working from other Christian churches at home and abroad. In
2010 the CRCNA was instrumental in the creation of the WCRC which was
a merger of the WARC and the REC. In response to Overture 24, the EIRC
was prompted by Synod 2025 to evaluate our status in the WCRC.

The CRCNA is not required to hold and promote the positions of the
WCRC. However we are a paying member within this group and our mem-
bership here may be misleading others by lending credibility to it. The core
of ecumenical relationships is as noted in the EIRC charter, that “Passion for
the truth of Christ calls us to reject all forms of unity that compromise une-
quivocal witness to Jesus Christ.”

The WCRC in its materials shares some troubling perspectives in what it
sees as justice issues:

e The WCRC undermines the infallibility of scripture when in the 2024
Gender Justice Audit (https://wcrc.eu/wp-content/up-
loads/2025/11/Gender-Audit-2024-Report-2.pdf) on page 11-12 they
write about 1 Corinthians 11:7, “Pauline interpretation is not a reflec-
tion of divine truth, but rather a social construction rooted in the cul-
tural patriarchy of Paul’s Greco-Roman context. She states, “Paul’s
perception...excludes a woman from God’s image... a social con-
struction that distorts the perception of imago Dei” (Mwaniki,
2009:2). In other words, Paul’s cultural influences — such as Greek
philosophy and Roman familial structures — led him to interpret
women’s identity and worth through a subordinate lens, rather than
the egalitarian vision of Genesis.”

e In the 2021 Gender Justice Policy statement (https://wcrc-web-
server.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/GenderJusticePolicy-
web.pdf), on page 14, the WCRC makes a recommendation, “For
Member Churches: We invite member churches to share custodian-
ship and the responsibility for implementing the Gender Justice Pol-
icy and call upon them to act by:...Commit [sic] to a process of study
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and discernment over the issues of sexuality, sexual pleasure, fertil-
ity, reproductive rights, and the right to choose;” The WCRC is pro-
moting the practice of abortion.

e In the 2025 Public Witness Report (https://wcrc.eu/wp-content/up-
loads/2025/10/Public-Witness-Report-Final.pdf) on page 4, among
other points, the WCRC articulates abortion as a justice issue, “Re-
productive rights are an essential dimension of the integrity of hu-
man life. Within the broader framework of reproductive justice,
these rights affirm the sacredness of bodily autonomy and the well-
being of families and communities. Limited access to contraception,
safe abortions, education, and accurate information, along with a
lack of health resources and denial of care during pregnancies and
postpartum, lead to preventable deaths. These factors reinforce sys-
temic inequities in reproductive health.”

e In From Hedgemony to Partnership (https://wcrc.eu/wp-content/up-
loads/2015/04/From_Hegemony_to_Partnership.pdf), the unbiblical
position is shared that God is only fully represented in the diversity
of religious experience, “The implication being that God is best rep-
resented by diversity, the whole diversity of the world in terms of
different cultures, genders, races, castes, sexual orientation and reli-
gious experience only can represent who God is. This means that no
culture, gender, race, caste, sexual orientation or religious experience
can claim superiority over another. It is only together that all of them
represent who God is.”

This is not the full extent of concerns that we have discovered in regards to
the WCRC, these are only a representative sample.

Some have argued that our membership in the WCRC gives us a presence
in the world-wide conversation of Christians. That if we leave the WCRC
we will lose our witness on the broader stage, and will be voiceless before
the world. However, we are not here for our place among the world, we are
here to serve the glory of God, with our eyes on him.

It is written in 1 Corinthians 5:11-13,

“But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with any-
one who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually immoral or
greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even
eat with such people. What business is it of mine to judge those out-
side the church? Are you not to judge those inside? God will judge
those outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you.”

And written in 2 John 7, 10 we have,

“For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not
confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the de-
ceiver and the antichrist ... .If anyone comes to you and does not
bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him
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any greeting, for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked
works.”

These passages and others contribute to the principle of separating in com-
munion from those who continue in unrepentant sin and false teaching.
While there are a number of faithful churches in the WCRC with whom
we’d like to maintain a relationship, the organization as a whole promotes
many unbiblical positions.

This body is called the World Communion of Reformed Churches. The po-
sitions and the materials promoted by this organization are not Christian.
Let us depart from them.

C. Recommendation
That synod not affirm the continued membership of the CRCNA in the
World Communion of Reformed Churches.

Grounds:

1. The EIRC subcommittee themselves raised the following concerns
about continued membership in the WCRC:

e There appears to be less emphasis within the WCRC on the im-
portance of the Reformed confessions, raising questions about
confessional accountability.

e Some concern was expressed about a reduced focus on clear gos-
pel proclamation, emphasizing the saving work of Christ on the
cross, received by faith alone through grace alone to the glory of
God alone.

e There is a perception that confessional Reformed perspectives
may not always have adequate space in certain theological or eth-
ical discussions within the WCRC.

e The justice issues highlighted in WCRC statements were viewed
as appearing selective, arbitrary, or shaped by ideological frame-
works rather than a consistently articulated Reformed theological
rationale.

e The WCRC's participation in and endorsement of certain ecu-
menical agreements raised questions about potential tensions
with the CRCNA'’s confessional commitments.

e The financial cost of membership was noted as a practical con-
cern.

2. We are already members of the World Reformed Fellowship, a
worldwide reformed ecumenical body of churches from 61 coun-
tries.

3. Some of the WCRC'’s stated views on justice issues are contrary to
scripture and compromise our witness and mission.
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