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Advisory Committee 6, Missions and Congregations, Rev. Ralph Wig-
boldus reporting, presenting the following:

I. Response to Overture 21: Do Not Recognize Exclusively Digital Minis-
tries as Churches

A. Materials
Overture 21, pp. 377-378
B. Recommendation

That synod accede to the overture to not recognize exclusively digital min-
istries as churches.

Grounds:

a. Referring to exclusively digital ministries as churches has the poten-
tial to cause confusion among members and the public.

b. Synod has a responsibility to maintain the confessional understand-
ing of the church and to guard the use of the term “church” within
the CRCNA.

c. Synod 2025 indicated: "It is premature for synod to declare strictly
digital or virtual online ministries to be churches, yet also premature
to categorically declare virtual churches to be theologically imper-
missible. Further study is needed, including biblical and confessional
study on the nature of a true church" (Acts of Synod 2025 p.699). In
response, Classis Wisconsin offered an overture requesting a biblical
and confessional study on the nature of a true church. Synod 2026
declined to appoint such a study. This indicates that Synod 2026 dis-
agrees that further confessional study is necessary. Therefore, this
overture is in order even though it addresses a topic addressed by
last year’s synod.
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