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Advisory Committee 6, Mission and Congregations, Rev. Ralph Wigboldus 
reporting, presenting the following: 

Council of Delegates 

Materials 
Council of Delegates report (Sections III. B), pp. 25, 26, 28, and 47-55 

Privilege of the floor 
Michael Ten Haken, chair, Andre Van Ryk, vice chair, and members of the 
executive staff as needed when matters pertaining to the Council of Dele-
gates, ReFrame Ministries, Resonate Global Mission, Thrive, or other minis-
tries of the CRCNA are discussed. 

Recommendation 
That synod receive the Council of Delegates report on advisers to synod for 
information. 

Thrive 

Materials 
1. Council of Delegates Supplement (Sections I, D, 2 and III, I including Ap-
pendix H), pp. 427, 430, 440-447 

2. Thrive report, pp. 180-184 

3. Thrive Supplement, pp. 540-545 

Recommendations 
1. That synod ratify the appointment of Lee Carter to the position of Direc-
tor of Thrive. 

2. That synod, along with the Council of Delegates, remind all Christian Re-
formed congregations that Thrive exists “to provide expertise, wisdom, and 
compassionate support to congregations while remaining attentive to a 
wide range of opportunities and challenges facing the church today” 
(Agenda for Synod 2023, p. 78); and that synod encourage ministry leaders 
and CRC members to reach out to Thrive for support. 

3. That synod invite the churches to review Thrive’s renewal materials and 
to offer feedback to Thrive, based on their context and needs. 

4. That synod instruct the Council of Delegates, when presenting candi-
dates for ratification or approval, to provide the complete job posting for 
the position being filled, and written grounds for their endorsement of this 
candidate, so that synod can make an informed decision when asked to rat-
ify the appointment.  

5. That synod take note of the reports on Thrive's ongoing efforts to work 
with classes and churches to address membership decline (Acts of Synod 
2023, pp. 975-76) and their efforts to coordinate these church renewal plans 
with the church planting strategy being developed by Resonate Global Mis-
sion.  
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6. That synod express gratitude to Rev. Lesli van Milligen upon her retire-
ment for her years of service as Thrive director and co-director. 

7. That synod receive the Thrive report for information.  


