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Advisory Committee 4, Education and Candidacy, Rev. Richard Grift re-
porting, presenting the following: 

Council of Delegates 

A. Materials 
Council of Delegates Report (Section IV. C. 1. b), p. 29 

B. Privilege of the floor 
Michael Ten Haken, chair, Andre Van Ryk, vice chair, and members of the 
executive staff as needed when matters pertaining to the Council of Dele-
gates, ReFrame Ministries, Resonate Global Mission, Thrive, or other minis-
tries of the CRCNA are discussed. 

C. Background 
Synod 2024 proposed changes to Church Order Article 24 and its Supple-
ment with regard to commissioned pastors who have been formally re-
leased (Acts of Synod 2024, pp. 815-16). These changes were inadvertently 
overlooked in the Church Order updates presented to Synod 2025. The 
changes to Church Order Articles 24-e and 24-f and their supplements are 
therefore presented here for ratification. 

D. Recommendation 
That synod ratify the following changes proposed by Synod 2024 to Church 
Order Articles 24-e and 24-f and their supplements.  

 

Article 24  

[The following new Article 24-e and its supplement are proposed. The cur-
rent Article 24-e will become Article 24-f, and the current Supplement, Arti-
cle 24-e will become Supplement, Article 24-f.]  

 

e. A former commissioned pastor who was released from office must re-
ceive approval of the classis by which such action was taken in order to be 
reexamined for commissioned-pastor ordination by the classis of the calling 
church.  

—Cf. Supplement, Article 24-e  

 

Supplement, Article 24-e  

In the following cases, the former classis shall also conduct an interview 
that examines the circumstances surrounding the release and the renewed 
desire to serve in ministry:  

• if the commissioned pastor was released to enter a nonministerial voca-
tion or to serve in ministry outside the denomination  

• if a substantial amount of time has passed since the individual served as a 
commissioned pastor  
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• if the former classis deems further conversation with the individual help-
ful or necessary to their discernment regarding approval  

• if there are reasons for release other than the pursuit of another call  

 

Upon approval of the former classis, followed by approval of the position 
with synodical deputy concurrence, the individual shall complete any addi-
tional candidacy requirements not in place when last ordained; then, after a 
successful examination in the classis of the calling church, the individual 
may be reordained. 

 

 

 

 

 


