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Advisory Committee 3, Church Order, Rev. Harold Winter reporting, pre-
sents the following:

I. Council of Delegates

A. Materials
Council of Delegates Supplement (Sections IV.]. 1, IV. K. 2), p. 433

B. Privilege of the floor

Michael Ten Haken, chair, Andre Van Ryk, vice chair and members of the
executive staff as needed when matters pertaining to the Council of Dele-
gates, ReFrame Ministries, Resonate Global Mission, Thrive, or other minis-
tries of the CRCNA are discussed.

C. Recommendations

1. That synod no longer require the COD and the Office of the General
Secretary produce a Yearbook in printed form and focus instead on alternate
ways to make the material available electronically.

Grounds:

a. The growing availability of digital materials no longer makes it fi-
nancially viable or practically necessary to continue the publication
of an annual resource such as the Yearbook, which was first man-
dated in 1880 and adopted as an official publication of the CRC in
1930 (Acts of Synod 1880, p. 463; Acts of Synod 1930, pp. 17-18).

b. The responsibility for overseeing the publication of the Yearbook was
given to the Synodical Interim Committee, the predecessor of the
COD (Acts of Synod 1971, p. 75; Acts of Synod 2017, pp. 620-22).

2. That synod instruct the Office of General Secretary to provide for the
public distribution of denominational statistics formerly collected in the
Yearbook by requesting that churches continue to provide membership in-
formation as well as records related to churches, ministers, classis person-
nel, institutions approved for offerings, and classis funding for counseling
services for abuse survivors; and that synod authorize the Office of General
Secretary to make this data available to the churches in methods that sup-
port reasonable access and timeliness.

Grounds:

a. Churches are already required to keep complete records of member-
ship statistics (Church Order, Art. 68), so requesting that this infor-
mation be collected for denominational uses places only a minimal
reporting burden on councils.

b. Past synods have specifically requested that statistical information
on churches, classes, and other denominationally related materials
be made available publicly (Acts of Synod 1898, p. 40; Acts of Synod
1910, p. 59; Acts of Synod 2019, p. 797), while also recognizing that de-
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cisions about the specific information to be included in such publica-
tions are not matters that should concern our highest ecclesiastical
assembly (Acts of Synod 1960, p. 11; Acts of Synod 2007, p. 582).

c. Such membership records continue to be actively used in informing
denominational conversations and in decision making.

3. That synod assign responsibility for the nominations of Judicial Code
Committee members to the JCC rather than to the COD, and authorize the
general secretary to update any governance documents to reflect this
change in procedure.

Grounds:

a. This would bring the JCC'’s practice into alighment with that of the
other standing committees and would remove the extra step of COD
approval for JCC nominees.

b. Synod 1990 removed this responsibility from the JCC because the
committee met only infrequently at the time (Acts of Synod 1990, p.
633). However, the availability of online meetings now allows the
JCC to meet at least annually.
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