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Advisory Committee 3, Church Order, Mr. Brandon Seaver reporting, pre-
sents the following: 
 

I. Response to Overture 23: Replace Church Order Article 52 and Its 
Supplement 

A. Materials 
Overture 23, pp. 381-386 

B. Preamble  
In considering this recommendation, we wish to remind Synod that be-
cause this recommendation represents a change to Church Order, it will be 
necessary for Synod 2027 to ratify these changes. This allows the churches 
an opportunity to consider and respond to these proposed changes. 

 
We further note that the authors of Overture 23 point out that: 
 The proposed replacement of Article 52 and its supplement does not in-

troduce any new requirements or prescriptions for corporate worship. 
Rather, it seeks to clarify, summarize, and make accessible the princi-
ples, decisions, and guidelines for corporate worship that have already 
been adopted by synod (p. 382). 

 

C. Recommendation 
That synod accede to Overture 23 and adopt the proposed replacement of 
Church Order Article 52 and its supplement as amended by the advisory 
committee, and submit the revised article and its supplement to the classes 
for consideration, with ratification by Synod 2027. 

Article 52 
a. The consistory shall regulate the worship services in such a way that 
God is not worshiped in any other way than has been commanded in 
his Word (Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 96), rejecting all human inno-
vations (Belgic Confession, Art. 32) and utilizing the means of grace he 
has prescribed (Canons of Dort, Point 5, 14). 
b. The consistory shall see to it that the principles and elements of wor-
ship approved by synod are observed, including the use of liturgical 
forms, songs, and synodically approved Bible versions. If liturgical 
forms are adapted or additional psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
are used in worship, these elements should conform to synodical 
guidelines. ensure that all psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, liturgical 
forms and resources used in public worship are biblically sound and 
confessionally faithful according to our governing principles of wor-
ship. Churches are encouraged to emphasize Psalm singing.  
c. Corporate worship services shall be a covenantal meeting between 
our triune God and his people which is structured by and saturated 
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with the Bible. It shall be ordered as a dialogue in which God speaks 
through his Word and sacraments (when they are administered), and 
the congregation responds in confession, prayer, praise, thanksgiving, 
offerings, and obedient faith. —Cf. Supplement, Article 52-c 
 
Supplement, Article 52-b A. Governing principles of worship  
Worship is a microcosm of the entire gospel, of the whole life of a gos-
pel people, and of life in Christ, in which God himself meets with, 
speaks with, transforms, and sends out his people. The liturgy shapes 
us into the very image of Christ, by the Spirit, to the glory of the Fa-
ther, who alone is worthy to be worshiped. 
Worship is covenant dialogue 
Worship is a dialogue between God and his people, in which God 
speaks and acts and the congregation responds in faith, obedience, 
praise, and prayer. 
 
God is the primary actor in worship 
Worship begins with God’s gracious initiative: his Word proclaimed, 
his promises announced, his sacraments administered. Human re-
sponse is real and necessary, but always secondary and responsive. 
 
Worship is corporate action 
Worship is the act of the gathered congregation, not a performance by 
clergy nor a private devotion carried on in parallel. The whole people 
of God participate as priests before him. 
 
The Word of God is central 
Scripture—read, sung, preached and prayed—forms the structural 
backbone of worship. Preaching is not an add-on but the defining ele-
ment of the church’s liturgical life. 
 
Sacrament completes the dialogue 
The sacraments are not separate from the Word but bring the dialogue 
to a visible and enacted convergence, where proclamation and re-
sponse occur together in faith-filled action. 
 
Edification governs order and freedom 
The Spirit grants freedom in worship, but that freedom is exercised 
within order aimed at edification, intelligibility, and congregational 
participation. 
 
Corporate worship is distinct but tied to all of life 
While all of life is lived before God, corporate worship is a distinct, ir-
replaceable act of the gathered church. 
 
B. Bible versions 
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Bible versions recommended by synod for use in worship services are 
listed online at crcna.org and include the King James Version (KJV), 
the American Standard Version (ASV), the Revised Standard Version 
(RSV), the New International Version (NIV), the New Revised Stand-
ard Version (NRSV), Today’s New International Version (TNIV), the 
English Standard Version (ESV), and the New Living Translation 
(NLT; for use only alongside other approved translations). 
— Liturgical forms, songs, and elements of worship approved by 
synod are contained in the latest edition (currently 1987) of the denom-
ination’s Psalter Hymnal. Forms, subsequent revisions of forms that 
are synodically approved, and other such resources are made available 
on the denomination’s website (crcna.org) under “Synod Resources.”  
— Synodical guidelines pertaining to the adaptation of liturgical forms 
are found in the Acts of Synod 1994, pages 493-94, and in the Manual 
of Christian Reformed Church Government. 
— Materials on the principles of, elements of, and guidelines for wor-
ship and music are found in the “Introduction to the Psalms, Bible 
Songs, and Hymns” contained in the latest edition (currently 1987) of 
the denomination’s Psalter Hymnal, pages 11-13; in the Acts of Synod 
1997, pages 664-68; and in the 1997 Committee to Study Worship Re-
port available on the denomination’s website (crcna.org) under “Synod 
Resources.” 
C. “Just as it has pleased God to begin this work of grace in us by the 
proclamation of the gospel, so he preserves, continues, and completes 
his work by the hearing and reading of the gospel, by meditation on it, 
by its exhortations, threats, and promises, and also by the use of the 
sacraments” (Canons of Dort, Point 5, 14). 
D. “The music of the church should be appropriate for worship—that 
is, it should be liturgical and have aesthetic integrity. The music of 
worship should serve the dialogue between God and his people. It 
must be true to the full message of the Scriptures and reflective of bib-
lical Christian experience. Along with the biblical motif, the music of 
worship should give expression to the other motifs of liturgy: the cath-
olic, the confessional, and the pastoral. The music of worship should 
satisfy the aesthetic laws that are conditions of good art, such as imagi-
native craftsmanship and seriousness of expression. It should reflect 
the church at worship today and throughout the ages in ways that are 
relevant, enduring, festive, and dignified” (Psalter Hymnal, Statement 
of Principal, revised from the 1959 edition and adopted by Synod 1979. 
For more details, see the full “Introduction to the Psalms, Bible Songs, 
and Hymns” in the Psalter Hymnal, pp. 11-15). 
E. “The celebration of the sacraments shall be done in accord with the 
confessions of the CRC and include at least the following elements:  
a. For baptism—the scriptural words of institution, the baptismal cove-
nant (including God's promises and our promises), and the act of bap-
tism with water and in the name of the Trinity. 
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b. For the Lord’s Supper—the scriptural words of institution (with ac-
tions of breaking and pouring), the thanksgiving and consecration, and 
the communion with bread and cup (approved by Synod 1994) 
Supplement, Article 52-c 
Ordinary Elements of Public Worship 
These are the recurring elements found consistently in biblical, early 
church, and Reformed worship patterns: 
God speaks to his people 
• Call to worship, God’s greeting and blessings 
• Declaration of God’s commands, promises, and grace 
• Reading and proclamation (preaching) of his Word 
The people respond 
• Congregational singing (psalms and hymns drawn from Scripture) 
• Confession of sin 
• Prayer (including thanksgiving, intercession, supplication) 
• Confession of faith 
• Offerings for the ministry of the church and care of the needy God 
and his people act together 
• Administration of the sacraments (Baptism and the Lord’s Supper) 
God sends his people  
• Pronouncement of God’s blessing (benediction) 
• God’s people respond with songs of glory (doxology) 
Sources: 1968 report of the Liturgical Committee (Acts of Synod 1968, 
pp. 134-98) 1997 Committee to Study Worship Report (Acts of Synod 
1997, pp. 93-144) 

  

 Grounds: 
 a. Article 52, as it is currently written, indicates that “the consistory 

shall regulate the worship services” but inadequately describes how 
to do so. Since corporate worship is the principle task and activity of 
the church, as indicated by Article 51, the Church Order ought to 
clearly, yet succinctly, communicate our rich, Reformed theology of 
worship for pedagogical and regulative purposes. 

 b. The current Article 52-b and its supplement reference “liturgical 
forms” and “synodical guidelines” that are difficult to utilize. For ex-
ample, the “synodical guidelines pertaining to the adaptation of li-
turgical forms are found in the Acts of Synod 1994, pages 493-94, and 
in the Manual of Christian Reformed Church Government.” These Acts of 
Synod must be accessed either in a printed version, or through Cal-
vin’s Hekman Library online synod portal, which only offers access 
to a scanned copy of the entire 578-page Acts of Synod combined with 
the Agenda for that year (and the PDF page numbers do not corre-
spond to the printed page numbers). The “1997 Committee to Study 
Worship Report” is one of dozens of reports that must be located on 
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the “Synod Resources” page. It weighs in at over fifty pages of diffi-
cult-to-read scanned documents. Since this is critical knowledge for 
worship planners, the primary points of these documents should be 
included in the Church Order article and its supplement. 

 c. The latest synodically approved Psalter Hymnal was published in 
1987, nearly four decades ago. Since then, excellent song books like 
Lift Up Your Hearts (produced by Faith Alive), the Trinity Psalter 
Hymnal (produced as a joint effort between the United Reformed 
Churches in North America and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church), 
SING! (produced by the Gettys through Crossway) and many others 
have been published. While the 1987 Psalter Hymnal continues to 
serve the church well, most congregations now supplement it with 
additional resources that are published far faster than synod can ap-
prove them. Consistories need a more robust Church Order article 
and supplement to evaluate songs sung in their services. The current 
Article 52 and its supplement do little to emphasize Psalm singing, 
which historically has always been, and ought to be, a robust part of 
our repertoire. 

 d. All of the principles contained in the proposed Article 52 and sup-
plement are sourced directly from our confessions and synodically 
approved reports, documents, and decisions. Everything proposed 
reflects guidelines that are already currently normative in the 
CRCNA. No new prescriptions or restrictions on how local congre-
gations exercise corporate worship are proposed in them. 

 e. The proposed Article 52 and supplement do not mandate a uniform 
style, order, cultural, or musical expression. The proposed material 
only clarifies the theological boundaries within which contextualiza-
tion takes place. 

 f. The proposed Article 52 and supplement, while longer than the cur-
rent version, succinctly summarize the biblical, confessional, and his-
torical principles of worship the CRCNA holds to and adequately 
convey these principles to consistories, pastors, worship committees, 
and planners. They provide a solid guideline and criteria for the on-
going development of curricula and training materials. 


