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Advisory Committee 3, Church Order, Rev. Harold Winter reporting, pre-
sents the following: 
 

I. Council of Delegates Report  

A. Materials 
Council of Delegates Report (Sections IV. C. 1. A, IV. C. 5), pp. 29, 30-31 

B. Privilege of the floor 
Michael Ten Haken, chair, Andre Van Ryk, vice chair and members of the 
executive staff as needed when matters pertaining to the Council of Dele-
gates, ReFrame Ministries, Resonate Global Mission, Thrive, or other minis-
tries of the CRCNA are discussed. 

C. Recommendations 
1. That synod approve the following updates to Church Order Supple-
ment 8 as amended by the Advisory Committee. 

Supplement, Article 8 
[sections A-D unchanged] 
E. Calling Ministers Ordained Outside of the Christian Reformed Church in 
North America 
1. [unchanged] 
2. A minister ordained outside of the CRCNA desiring to be declared 
eligible for a call to a Christian Reformed church shall make application 
to the Candidacy Committee, which shall work with the candidate and 
the classis to ensure that. Once the application has been filed, the proce-
dures prescribed by the Candidacy Committee synod in the Journey To-
ward Ordination document shall be followed. 
3. A council shall not nominate a minister ordained outside of the 
CRCNA for a call without the approval of its classis and the Candidacy 
Committee. Key elements of the discussion are to involve the “need” cri-
teria included previously in Church Order Supplement, Article 8, E, 4, 
and now presented in the Journey Toward Ordination document in the 
section on Article 8. Synod directs all parties to take specific and special 
note of the requirement to establish a “need” when calling ministers or-
dained outside the CRCNA or in declaring ministers ordained outside 
the CRCNA eligible for call in the Christian Reformed Church at their 
own request (Journey to Ordination III.C. 1). Once the council, pastor, 
classis, and Candidacy Committee all agree to the proposed call, the af-
filiation process and procedures prescribed by synod in the Journey To-
ward Ordination document shall be followed. 
4. [unchanged] 
5. [unchanged] 
F. Determination of Need 
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1. Synod directs the Candidacy Committee to take specific and special 
note of the “need” factor when requested to give their advice to the 
councils and/or classes in the calling of ministers ordained outside of the 
CRCNA and in declaring ministers ordained outside of the CRCNA 
available for call in the Christian Reformed Church at their own request. 
2. Synod calls all parties concerned to review the criteria for “need” of-
fered in the Journey Toward Ordination document (section III, C, 1). 
[Section G will become section F but will not otherwise be changed.] 

 
2. That synod approve the following updates to the following Church Or-
der Supplement 30-a. 

Supplement, Article 30-a 
A. Appeal by a Member (Appellant) from a Decision or Action of a Council 
(Respondent) 
1. [unchanged] 
2. [unchanged] 
3. Appeal Process in Situations of Abuse That Are Appealed to Classis 
[first paragraph unchanged] 
Orientation and Training. Before handling an appeal involving abuse alle-
gations against a church leader that have been taken up by an advisory 
panel process, classis delegates will participate in a 60-minute safe 
church orientation and training from Thrive on due process, abuse 
awareness, and response. 
[remainder of this supplement unchanged] 

 
3. That synod approve the following updates to the following Church Or-
der Supplement 30-c pending the corresponding changes to the Rules for 
Synodical Procedure. 

Supplement, Article 30-c 
Note: The entire Judicial Code document appears in the Church Order 
Supplement, Article 30-c, and sections 8-9 of the Judicial Code (in a dif-
ferent form) appear in the Rules for Synodical Procedure. The text in the 
Church Order Supplement should be amended to harmonize the two 
versions, as reflected below. Pursuant to a full review of the Rules for 
Synodical Procedure, the COD is also recommending the removal of the 
Judicial Code text from that document. 
Sections 1-7 [unchanged] 
Section 8: The Judicial Code Committee of Synod 
a. Original hearings and appellate hearings before synod shall be re-
ferred to a Judicial Code Committee appointed by synod. This commit-
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tee meets between synods as frequently as its business requires and pre-
sents its recommendations to synod in writing. Although there are some 
separate regulations regarding this committee in the Rules for Synodical 
Procedure, Except as noted here, the committee largely functions as a 
normal advisory committee of synod. 
b. [unchanged] 
Section 9: Hearing and Appeal Procedures before the Synod Acting in Its Judi-
cial Capacity 
[subsections a-d unchanged] 
e. Individual delegates to synod shall not have the privilege of address-
ing the Judicial Code Committee as is normally permitted with other ad-
visory committees. 
[current subsection e becomes subsection f but text is unchanged] 
g. During synodical discussions, the committee shall be represented by 
up to two spokespersons who will have the privilege of the floor. These 
spokespersons shall have precedence over every other speaker and shall 
not be limited as to the number and length of their speeches. 
fh. Upon receipt of the written report or prior to, both the complainant 
and respondent may request the opportunity to address synod. The Ju-
dicial Code Committee shall make a recommendation to the officers of 
synod as soon as possible based on ensuring due process (Church Order 
Supplement, Article 30-c, section 2, g) and on the benefit synod would 
derive from such an address, and communicate the decision immedi-
ately to both parties (even if only one has made such a request). 
i. If synod permits the complainant or respondent to address synod, 
after the reporter provides the recommendation(s) of the Judicial Code 
Committee (and if there are majority and minority reports/recommen-
dations, after both have been presented), the complainant and/or re-
spondent shall be given opportunity for summarizing their positions, 
not unlike provided in the hearing (Church Order Supplement, Article 
30-c, section 5, a, vii), except that no opportunity for rebuttal will be al-
lowed. Addresses shall be no more than five (5) minutes. If both parties 
have requested to address synod, the complainant shall be given no 
more than five (5) minutes to address synod first, and then the respond-
ent shall be given no more than five (5) minutes to address synod. The 
Judicial Code Committee chair or the general secretary shall be respon-
sible for providing these instructions to each party, stressing that the 
function of addressing synod is to provide their personal summaries to 
synod, not to retry the case. After addressing synod, neither party may 
provide additional comments to synod, nor may synod ask for either or 
both parties to return to the speaker’s podium for further questions, 
comments, or discussion. 
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gj. The Judicial Code Committee may provide the officers of synod ap-
propriate written advice on Judicial Code matters. 
hk. Synod may dispose of a judicial matter in one of the following ways: 
i) by deciding the matter; 
ii) by deferring it to one of its committees for settlement or reconcilia-
tion; 
iii) by remanding it with advice to the appropriate classis or council; or 
iv) by referring the matter back to the Judicial Code Committee for a re-
hearing before the initial hearing body; or 
iv) by conducting its own original judicial or appeal hearing. 
il. Unless synod conducts its own original judicial or appeal hearing, 
synod shall give deference to the factual findings made by the Judicial 
Code Committee. Synod should accept the findings of fact as presented 
by the Judicial Code Committee unless synod conducts its own original 
judicial or appeal hearing because it is persuaded that 
i) one or more parties were not given the opportunity by the hearing 
body to present important and relevant evidence, or 
ii) after the Judicial Code Committee hearing, new evidence which is 
important and relevant has been discovered by one or more parties. 
jm. If synod conducts its own judicial or appeal hearing, it shall follow 
Judicial Code procedures set forth herein. 
n. Procedure for requesting rehearing under sections k through m 
above 
i) Any party who seeks to have synod conduct its own hearing or refer 
the matter back for a rehearing should submit such request in writing to 
the general secretary for distribution to the delegates of synod with a 
copy to the Judicial Code Committee. The writing should include a 
summary of the evidence which that party was not allowed to present at 
the evidentiary hearing and a short statement of how this opportunity 
was denied, or the statement should include a summary of the newly 
discovered evidence and an explanation of why it was not discovered 
earlier. 
ii) All parties and the Judicial Code Committee representative(s) should 
be allowed a very brief time to address synod on such request. 
o. When recommendations involve interpretations and applications of 
governing principles, such as the Church Order, to the facts involved in 
the matter, synod should allow the parties and representatives of the Ju-
dicial Code Committee a reasonable amount of time, set by the presi-
dent of synod upon recommendation of the Judicial Code Committee, to 
argue for or against such interpretations and applications. 
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4. That synod take note that the adoption of Overture 23 renders moot the 
COD’s proposed changes to Supplement, Church Order 52-b (Agenda for 
Synod 2026, p. 41). 
 
5. That synod approve the following updates to the following Church Or-
der Supplement 32-d section D. 

Supplement, Article 32-d, section D 
D. Model General Operating Bylaw Number 1 for Churches in Canada 
A model bylaw for churches in Canada has been prepared and ap-
proved by synod. A copy may be obtained from the Office of General 
Secretary or from the CRC website—crcna.org and search “Bylaw Can-
ada.” 

 
6. That synod grant the general secretary authority going forward to up-
date the Introduction to the Church Order, as well as the Commissioned 
Pastor Handbook, the Journey Toward Ordination, the doctrinal and ethical 
position statements, the Affiliation Process and Procedure, the Guidelines 
for Handling Abuse Allegations against a Ministry Leader, and the Manual 
for Synodical Deputies, in keeping with any changes in synodical regula-
tions and to report those updates to synod, for information rather than re-
questing synod’s approval. Such report will cite the Acts of Synod decisions 
correlating to the changes made and will be released to the churches by De-
cember 1st. 
 
 
 

II. Response to Overture 14: Establish a Standing Committee to Advise 
the COD and Synod on Church Order Matters 

A. Materials 
Overture 14, pp. 361-363 

B. Recommendation 
That synod not accede to Overture 14. 

 Grounds: 
 1. The Office of General Secretary has means to provide advice. 
 2. The process for changing Church Order allows for churches to send 
overtures and have the right to respond before changes are implemented 
(Church Order Article 47). 
 3. Any perceived inconsistencies do not rise to the level of needing a 
standing committee to correct them. 


