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Advisory Committee 2, Synodical Services II, Rev. Rob Golding reporting, pre-
sents the following: 
 

I. Response to Overture 12: Remove Mention of Contemporary Testi-
mony from the Covenant for Officebearers 

A. Materials 
Overture 12, pp. 357-359 

B. Preamble 
The minority committee values Our World Belongs to God (OWBTG) and 
does not want to reduce its status or use. We encourage local churches and 
councils to continue to use OWBTG as a valuable discipleship tool and in-
fluential ecumenical and communal witness. Nothing that follows suggests 
or recommends the reduction of its practical use.  

 

B. Recommendation 
That synod accede to Overture 12 point A. Point B is, as per the majority re-
port, out of order.  

 Grounds:  
a. Inclusion of Our World Belongs to God (OWBTG) in the Covenant 

for Officebearers (CfO) has confused ordinands as well as new mem-
bers to the CRCNA. The CfO says that OWBTG is “a current Re-
formed expression of the Christian faith that forms and guides us in 
our present context” (CO Supplement Article 5-a, “Covenant for Of-
ficebearers”). The distinction between this “Reformed expression” 
which “forms and guides us” is insufficiently distinguished from our 
confessions which are also said to be “Reformed expressions” which 
also “direct the way we live in response to the gospel” (Ibid). There 
is no legitimate semantic difference between a “current Reformed ex-
pression that forms and guides” and a “historic Reformed expres-
sion” that “direct[s].” We may classify these as different documents, 
but they are described using virtually the same terminology, causing 
confusion as to their authority. 

b. The Belhar Confession is also classified as a “contemporary testi-
mony” (Acts of Synod 2017, p. 699-700). However, it is not included in 
the Covenant for Officebearers. There is no stated reason for this. 
The fact that Synod deliberately chose not to include the Belhar Con-
fession in the CfO makes it seem to be in a different category than 
OWBTG even though both are “contemporary testimony[ies].” This 
creates further confusion as what exactly these documents are and 
how they function. This has led to many members erroneously 
thinking there are three categories of documents when there are only 
two - confessional and contemporary testimony.  
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c. Many CRC churches are seeking to reorient their congregants to-
ward a healthy appreciation of the Three Forms of Unity, which of-
ten fall into disuse. The inclusion of OWBTG may produce “infor-
mation overload” to our congregations, who would benefit from 
simple and succinct confessional documents to assist their growth in 
godliness.  

d. This precedent could lead to other documents that officers are not re-
quired to subscribe to being included in the CfO.   
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