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Advisory Committee 2, Synodical Services II, Rev. John Lee reporting, pre-
sents the following: 
 

I. Response to Overture 12: Remove Mention of Contemporary Testi-
mony from the Covenant for Officebearers 

A. Materials 
Overture 12, pp. 357-59 

B.     Preamble 
Overture 12 names two areas of possible confusion surrounding Our World 
Belongs to God’s inclusion in the Covenant for Officebearers. First, it con-
tends that placing it in the same document as binding creeds and confes-
sions creates misunderstanding of its place in our communal covenant. Sec-
ond, it contends that there is an additional confusion related to the fact that 
both Our World Belongs to God and the Belhar Confession are classified as 
"Contemporary Testimonies" (Acts of Synod, 2017, Art 63 B.2.b).  
While we are not convinced by its arguments for the first confusion, we 
judge this second confusion is real. Multiple synods have consistently, as 
recently as 2025, said that the Belhar Confession does not belong in the Cov-
enant for Officebearers. They have also consistently affirmed that Our 
World Belongs to God does. This creates confusion of why two documents 
in the same category serve different functions. Our World Belongs to God 
and the Belhar Confession are also documents with very different historic 
provenance, theological nature, and ecclesiastical function. Unfortunately, 
Overture 12 presents the wrong solution. Rather than remove Our World 
Belongs to God, a better solution would be for future synods to reconsider 
the wisdom of Synod 2017’s linking of the two documents in the same Con-
temporary Testimony category. 

B.     Recommendation 
That synod not accede to Overture 12. 

 Grounds: 
a. The overture provides insufficient new grounds to warrant the re-

versal of previous synods’ inclusion of Our World Belongs to God in 
our Covenant for Officebearers. 

b. Paragraph 4 and 5 of the current Covenant for Officebearers suffi-
ciently distinguishes the different function of Our World Belongs to 
God from the Three Forms of Unity. 

c. It is appropriate for the Covenant for Officebearers to include both 
confessional documents that bind us as well as a testimony that in-
spires us. 

d. Part B of Overture 12 is out of order. Synods cannot bind future syn-
odical decisions. 
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e. Overture 12 names a real confusion related to the function of Con-
temporary Testimonies in the CRCNA. Unfortunately, Overture 12 
presents the wrong solution. Removing Our World Belongs to God 
from the Covenant for Officebearers is a remedy that would unnec-
essarily diminish its vital, widely-shared, and longstanding role in 
our congregations and witness. 
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