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Advisory Committee 2, Synodical Services II, Rev. John Lee reporting, presents the following: 
 

I.    Council of Delegates 

A. Materials 
1. Council of Delegates Report (Sections IV. C. 4), p. 30  
2. Council of Delegates Supplement, pp. 429-30 

B. Privilege of the floor 
Michael Ten Haken, chair, Andre Van Ryk, vice chair and members of the executive staff 
as needed. 

C. Recommendations 
1. That synod note the work done by the Office of General Secretary (in co-ordination 
with Thrive) to develop materials to guide churches and classes through issues related to 
the supervision and release of CRCNA pastors, as noted in recommendations from the 
task force reviewing Church Order Articles 12-17 (Agenda for Synod 2024, pp. 137-39), and 
acknowledge these tasks as complete. 
2. That synod approve the addition of the following paragraph to section III, G of the 
Guide for Conducting Church Visiting to help identify the church visitors’ role in situa-
tions where conflict is present. 

G. When conflict is present, Church Order Article 42-b urges that churches call on 
the church visitors “whenever serious challenges arise that would benefit from 
their advice.” While church visitors do not have the authority to require that coun-
cils take certain courses of action, they should recognize the importance of provid-
ing wise advice and supportive guidance for councils walking through a season of 
crisis. Likewise, churches should recognize the value and importance of having the 
wisdom and guidance available to them through the church visitors, as they ad-
dress serious challenges. 

 Grounds: 
 a. Such a resource makes clear that church visitors have a mandate to identify and 

work through conflict between churches and pastors (Agenda for Synod 2024, p. 
138). 

 b. The text of the Guide for Conducting Church Visiting has prior synodical approval 
(Acts of Synod 2000, p. 633).  

3. That synod revise its previous instructions concerning diversity reporting to ask that 
the general secretary facilitate the collection and reporting of data related to diversity in 
the CRCNA as deemed most appropriate, while ensuring that information about the di-
versity of board composition  is still reported annually and that the growth of our 
churches and agencies in the area of diversity (Acts of Synod 2024, p. 907) remains part of 
that information. 

 Ground: 
 Centralizing this data collection reduces duplicative efforts and provides the broader 

CRCNA a more complete picture of this important work. 
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4. That synod instruct the general secretary to work with the COD to report on diversity 
efforts each year in such a way that provides recognition of the good work done by 
churches and leaders in the area of diversity and provides avenues for accountability for 
such work, especially as it relates to the work of formal and informal networks that exist 
among ethnic-minority communities within the CRCNA. This may be in the form of an 
in-person report from an individual from these communities, but this is not required. It is 
understood that this instruction replaces synod’s encouragement for Resonate Global 
Mission to serve as the avenue for reporting by groups such as Consejo Latino (Acts of 
Synod 2024, p. 820). 

 Grounds: 
 a. The Office of General Secretary is the most natural hub for this widely embedded 

denominational initiative. 
 b. While providing flexibility, this provides broad access to in-person testimonies 

from our diverse communities. 
5. That synod take note of the reports provided by representatives of the major ethnic 
groups within the CRCNA and make space to hear about and celebrate the work God’s 
Spirit is doing within these communities. 

 Ground: 
 This fulfills the request of Synod 2024 to create a pathway for Consejo Latino and 

other groups to “report on their work and to share resources with the CRCNA” 
(Agenda for Synod 2024, p. 419; Acts of Synod 2024, p. 820). 

6. That synod take note of the COD’s intention to review the work of the Diversity Con-
nection Advisory Committee at the two-year mark instead of this year (see Acts of Synod 
2025, pp. 600-1) due to the brief time in which the group has been able to begin its work. 
  

II. Response to Overture 11: Appoint a Task Force to Amend Church Order Article 38 

A.         Materials 
Overture 11, pp. 356-357 

B.  Recommendation 
That synod not accede to Overture 11. 

Grounds: 
 a. Church Order Supplement, Article 38 currently provides a helpful pathway of 

classical accountability in the process of congregational affiliation and disaffilia-
tion. Thrive also offers extensive additional denominational resources for congre-
gations and classis to navigate these processes. 

 b. Church Order already provides for the possibility of appeal, providing access to 
review by a broader assembly than classis. Introducing the concurrent work of 
synodical deputies at the classical level risks the impartiality of future synodical 
involvement.   
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 c. Requiring the involvement of synodical deputies risks further taxing already over-
burdened synodical deputies, especially if that involves their presence at pre-
scribed congregational and classis meetings. 

 d. We agree that there is no less importance between a congregation and a pastor, but 
note that congregations and ministers are not identical in the eyes of church order. 

  

III. Ministerial retirements 
 

A. Ministers of the Word 
 
Synod has received notice of the following ministerial retirements: 

Name      Classis   Effective Date 
Daniel Ackerman  Holland  May 27, 2026 
Darwin Glassford  Holland  September 30, 2025 
Eric Groot-Nibbelink Toronto  October 31, 2025 
Bernard Haan   Iakota   January 4, 2026 
David Heilman   Iakota   December 31, 2025 
Patrick Hennen   Wisconsin  September 30, 2025 
Gregory Kett    Holland  March 5, 2026 
Rita Klein-Geltink  Quinte  May 31, 2026 
William Koopmans  Hamilton  June 30, 2025 
Joseph Keonsup Kwak Ko-Am  September 23, 2025 
Geok Keng (Faith) Lim Greater Los Angeles March 31, 2026 
Tony Maan    Alberta North July 4, 2025 
Jin Namkoong   Columbia  September 7, 2025 
Roger Nelson    Chicago South August 20, 2025 
Han Gyu Park   Ko-Am  February 24, 2026 
John Ritsema    Central Plains April 30, 2026 
Vern Swieringa   Holland  August 29, 2025 
Kevin teBrake   Huron   December 31, 2025 
Peter Tuininga   Niagara  September 1, 2025 
Jacob Van de Hoef  Eastern Canada April 26, 2026 
Ronald Vanden Brink Hamilton  November 23, 2025 
Michael Vandyk   Niagara  October 10, 2025 
Lesli van Milligen  Toronto  May 29, 2026 
Gilbert Varela   Atlantic Northeast May 31, 2026 
Harold Veldman   Zeeland  December 31, 2025 
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Norman Visser   Ontario Southwest May 1, 2026 

B. Commissioned pastors 
Synod has received notice of the following commissioned pastor retirements under 
Church Order Article 24 (emeritus status noted). 
Name        Classis   Effective Date 
Angela Elliott, emerita   B.C. North-West October 21, 2025 
Franklin Engelage, emeritated Niagara  December 31, 2025 
Cisco Gonzalez, emeritated  Grandville  September 18, 2025 
Rodney Hugen, emeritated  Arizona  December 31, 2025 
Danny Skelton, emeritated  Rocky Mountain March 4, 2026 
Chava Vang, emeritated  Lake Erie  October 31, 2025 
 

C. Recommendation 
That synod recognize with gratitude the faithful gospel ministry of the retired ministers 
of the Word and commissioned pastors listed above. 
 

IV. Work of the synodical deputies 

Preamble:  
Synodical deputies function on behalf of the synod of the CRCNA to provide attention 
and oversight whenever classes make decisions with impact on the broader body. We 
witness in their work items of shared celebration and lament as we “bear one another’s 
burdens and in this way fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). Even as we recognize the 
joys of welcoming new people into ministry, we also recognize the unique pastoral and 
institutional weight of congregational and ministerial disaffiliations and separations and 
the burden this adds to the already extensive portfolio of work assigned to synodical dep-
uties. As we carefully worked through each item of their work, we note that this weighty 
charge may at times have contributed to some minor issues of non-standard process. 
For example: 

• Indications of Article 12 covenants of joint supervision are frequently missing, 
• Insufficient numbers of synodical deputies are often present, 
• Frequently learning plans are missing, 
• Some reports are unsigned and undated. 

We encourage classes and synodical deputies to continue to work with both pastoral care 
and good order. 
 

A. Article 8-c: Declaration of Eligibility for Call 
Candidate      Classis (date)  Synodical Deputies and Classes 
Rev. Anel Becker-Ferreira  Eastern Canada J. Tuininga (Quinte) 
          October 24, 2025 M. Bootsma (Hamilton) 
           P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
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Calling church: Barrhaven Fellowship CRC of Ottawa, ON 
Rev. Yordanys Diaz Arteaga Southeast U.S. W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
          February 25, 2026 M. Kang (Hudson) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Calling church: Iglesia Buenas Nuevas CRC of Miami, FL 
Rev. Shawn Gerbers   Georgetown T. Sclachter (Zeeland) 
          February 26, 2026 S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Calling Church: Bauer CRC of Hudsonville, MI 
Rev. Samuel Kaha   Hackensack M. Saville (Atlantic Northeast) 
         May 12, 2026 P. Vos (Chicago South) 
          J. Sideco (Hudson) 
Calling church: Grace Indonesian CRC of Silver Spring, MD 
Rev. Kenneth P. Labbe  Huron P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
          September 24, 2025 M. Bootsma (Hamilton) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Calling church: Palmerston CRC of Palmerston, ON 
Rev. Samuel Lim   Hudson M. Saville (Atlantic Northeast) 
         January 31, 2026 P. Kornilov (Hackensack) 
          R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Calling church: Grace Community Chapel of Teaneck, NJ 
Rev. Justin Njikeu   Hackensack M. Saville (Atlantic Northeast) 
         May 12, 2026 P. Vos (Chicago South) 
          J. Sideco (Hudson) 
Calling church: Silver Spring CRC of Silver Spring, MD 
 
Rev. Derek Noorman   Georgetown T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
          February 26, 2026 S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Calling church: The Refuge (Trinity CRC) of Grandville, MI 
Rev. Chang Yool Yoon  Hanmi H. Caicedo (California South) 
         September 9, 2025 D. Koll (Greater Los Angeles) 
          D. Yi (Ko-Am) 
Calling church: All Nations Church of San Antonio, TX 
 

B. Article 10: Admission of Candidate Who Has Completed the Requirements for the 
Ministry of the Word  

Candidate    Classis  (date)   Synodical Deputies and Classes 
Peter Urie Bae   California South   J. Rayas (Arizona) 
      March 5, 2026   B. Persenaire (Central California) 
           J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
Joseph Bartels   Greater Los Angeles  J. Rayas (Arizona) 
      September 23, 2025  B. Persenaire (Central California) 
           J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
Jeremiah Basuric  Alberta North   G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
            South/Saskatchewan) 
      October 17, 2025   W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 

Deputies’ comments: A third synodical deputy was unable to attend the meeting. 
Tha Bawi    Thornapple Valley  J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
      February 17, 2026  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
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           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Kyle Beckrich   Illiana    J. Huizinga (Northern Illinois) 
      September 17, 2025  C. Huizenga (Wisconsin) 
           P. Vos (Chicago South) 
Rylan Brue    Zeeland    J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
      July 24, 2025   D. Fauble (Grandville) 
           D. Glassford (Holland) 
Melissa J. Burmaster  Huron    P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
      September 24, 2025  M. Bootsma (Hamilton) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Josiah Chapman   Atlantic Northeast  R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
      March 6, 2026   M. Kang (Hudson) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Raymond D. Evans  Huron    P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
      September 24, 2025  M. Bootsma (Hamilton) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Masao Fujishima  Hudson    P. Kornilov (Hackensack) 
      September 18, 2025  R. Britton (Grand Rapids North) 
           M. Saville (Atlantic Northeast) 
David Kerkstra   Grand Rapids North  S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
      February 10, 2026  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Dylan Kern    Southeast U.S.   M. Kang (Hudson) 
      September 4, 2025  W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Kyochan (David) Koo Hudson    P. Guarracino (Atlantic Northeast) 
      May 14, 2026   P. Kornilov (Hackensack) 
           R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Israel Ledee    Chicago South   J. Christoffels (Illiana) 
      September 17, 2025  J. Huizinga (Northern Illinois) 
           C. Huizenga (Wisconsin) 
Young Geol Lee   Northern Illinois  W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
      November 4, 2025  G. Schuringa (Wisconsin) 
           S. Mulder (Northcentral Iowa) 
Kevin Lobert   B.C. South-East   D. Fakkema (Pacific Northwest) 
      October 21, 2025   M. Bouma (B.C. North-West) 
           B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Caley Meza    Chicago South   J. Huizinga (Northern Illinois) 
      July 8, 2025   G. Schuringa (Wisconsin) 
           S. Tuin (Kalamazoo) 
Matt Mulder   Northern Michigan  S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
      March 3, 2026   J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
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           D. Glassford (Holland) 
Matthew Sun   Thornapple Valley  J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
      October 21, 2025   R. Vanderwal (Grandville) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
 
C. Article 12-c: Calling a Minister to a Specialized Ministry 
Minister      Classis  (date)  Synodical Deputies and Classes 
Rev. Thomas Bomhof  B.C. North-West  G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
           South/Saskatchewan) 
       March 3, 2026  H. Newhouse (Lake Superior) 
           W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Position: Lead Pastor, Elim Village, Surrey, B.C. 
Rev. Daryl DeKlerk   B.C. South-East  A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
       March 3, 2026  M. Borst (Pacific Northwest) 
           B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Position: Chaplain at Mountainview Village 
 
Masao Fujishima   Hudson   P. Kornilov (Hackensack) 
       September 18, 2025  R. Britton (Grand Rapids North) 
           M. Saville (Atlantic Northeast) 
Position: Missionary to Japan 
Rev. Edward Gerber   B.C. South-East  A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
       March 3, 2026  M. Borst (Pacific Northwest) 
           B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Position: Chaplain at Trinity Western University 
 
Rev. John Y. Kim   Northern Illinois  J. Christoffels (Illiana) 
       September 17, 2025  C. Huizenga (Wisconsin) 
           P. Vos (Chicago South) 
Position: Regional Director, Church Engagement (Samaritan’s Purse) 
 
Rev. Jason Ruis    Wisconsin   W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
       September 20, 2025  J. Hollendoner (Illiana) 
           H. Newhouse (Lake Superior) 
Position: Chaplain and Secondary Bible Teacher 
Rev. John T. Wildeboer  Quinte   J. Klingenberg (Niagara) 
       September 27, 2025  S. Couperus (Huron) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Position: National Director, Diaconal Ministries Canada 
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D. Article 12-d : Loaning a Minister to a Church Outside the Christian Reformed 
Church in North America 
Minister     Classis (date)   Synodical Deputies and Classes 

Samuel Kim   Hudson   P. Guarracino (Atlantic Northeast) 
     May 14, 2026  P. Kornilov (Hackensack) 
         R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Church: Sojourner Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ 
Matt Mulder   Northern Michigan S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
     March 3, 2026  J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
         D. Glassford (Holland) 
Church: Midland Reformed Church of Midland, MI 
Kathy Vana   Northern Michigan S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
     March 3, 2026  J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
         D. Glassford (Holland) 
Church: Lucas Reformed Church of McBain, MI 
 

E. Article 12-d: Extension of Loan of a Minister to a Church Outside the Christian Re-
formed Church in North America (Supplement, Article 12, C, 2, b) 
Minister    Classis (date)  Synodical Deputies and Classes 
Timothy Holwerda  Grandville   J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
     January 15, 2026  T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
         G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Church: Heliopolis Community Church of Cairo, Egypt (until January 1, 2028) 
Anthony Meyer  Grandville   J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
     September 17, 2025 T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
         G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Church: Mountainview International Church of Madrid, Spain (until September 17, 
2027) 
Rev. Zeke Nelson  Central California  H. Caicedo (California South) 
     October 7, 2025  E. Westra (Greater Los Angeles) 
         J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
Church: Antwerp International Protestant Church of Antwerp, Belgium (until October 7, 
2027) 
 

F. Article 14-b: Release from Office to Enter a Ministry Outside the Christian Re-
formed Church 
Minister of the Word (status) Classis  (date)   Synodical Deputies and Classes  
Matthew Ackerman  Lake Erie   W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
Honorably Released  October 4, 2025  J. Brower (Kalamazoo) 
          G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Sheri Admiraal   Rocky Mountain  M. Bentley (Central Plains) 
Honorably Released  March 4, 2026   J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
          S. Muilenburg (Minnkota) 
Amanda Bakale   Holland   D. Fauble (Grandville) 
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Honorably Released  October 2, 2025  J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
          J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
Samuel Boldenow   Chicago South   J. Hollendoner (Illiana) 
Honorably Released  February 21, 2026  J. Huizinga (Northern Illinois) 
          G. Schuringa (Wisconsin) 
Craig Broek    Rocky Mountain  S. Mulder (Northcentral Iowa) 
Honorably Released  October 11, 2025  C. VanderNeut (Yellowstone) 
          C. Hoekstra (Iakota) 
Calvin Chen    Pacific Northwest  B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Honorably Released  March 5, 2026   V. Michael (Columbia) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Adrian de Lange   Alberta South/Saskatchewan B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Honorably Released  March 6, 2026   A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Steven Dykstra   Hamilton   S. Couperus (Huron) 
Honorably Released  February 21, 2026  J. Klingenberg (Niagara) 
          R. Grift (Toronto) 
Richard Ebbers   Rocky Mountain  M. Bentley (Central Plains) 
Honorably Released  March 4, 2026   J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
          S. Muilenburg (Minnkota) 
Derek Elmi-Buursma  Northern Illinois  J. Christoffels (Illiana) 
Honorably Released  September 17, 2025  C. Huizenga (Wisconsin) 
          P. Vos (Chicago South) 
Marcia Fairrow   Lake Erie   D. Glassford (Holland) 
Honorably Released  March 7, 2026   M. Saville (Atlantic Northeast) 
          G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Cari Fydirchuck   Alberta South/Saskatchewan B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Honorably Released  March 6, 2026   A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Jae James Kim    Atlantic Northeast  R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Honorably Released  October 1, 2025  J. Sideco (Hudson) 
          P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Elizabeth Guillaume-Koene Quinte    S. Couperus (Huron) 
Honorably Released  May 26, 2026   J. Klingenberg (Niagara) 
          R. Grift (Toronto) 
Katherine Hirschberg  Grand Rapids North  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
Honorably Released  September 16, 2025  J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
          G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Michael Hoogeboom  Lake Erie   W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
Honorably Released  October 4, 2025  J. Brower (Kalamazoo) 
          G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Siang Hup    Chicago South   J. Hollendoner (Illiana) 
Honorably Released  February 21, 2026  J. Huizinga (Northern Illinois) 
          G. Schuringa (Wisconsin) 
Travis Jamieson   Central California  E. Westra (Greater Los Angeles) 
Released    March 3, 2026   H. Caicedo (California South) 
          D. Yi (Ko-Am) 
Gregory Janke   North Cascades   J. Van Schepen (Columbia) 
Honorably Released February 26, 2026   G. Kamps (Yellowstone) 
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          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Michelle Kool   Alberta North   G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
           South/Saskatchewan) 
Honorably Released October 17, 2025   W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
 Deputies’ comments: A third synodical deputy was unable to attend the meeting. 
John Luth   Alberta North   G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
          South/Saskatchewan) 
Honorably Released March 6, 2026   A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Jessica Maddox  Grand Rapids South  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
Honorably Released March 5, 2026   J. Brower (Kalamazoo) 
          T. Slachter (Grandville) 
Dale Melenberg  Alberta North   G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
           South/Saskatchewan) 
Honorably Released October 17, 2025   W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
 Deputies’ comments: A third synodical deputy was unable to attend the meeting. 
Summer Mohrlang  Pacific Northwest   B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Honorably Released March 5, 2026   V. Michael (Columbia) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Michael Moore  Chicago South   J. Christoffels (Illiana) 
Honorably Released September 17, 2025   J. Huizinga (Northern Illinois) 
          C. Huizenga (Wisconsin) 
Joseph Nasvytis  California South   J. Rayas (Arizona) 
Honorably Released March 5, 2026   B. Persenaire (Central California) 
          J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
Jonathan Nicolai-deKoning Alberta North   G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
           South/Saskatchewan) 
Honorably Released October 17, 2025   W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
 Deputies’ comments: A third synodical deputy was unable to attend the meeting. 
J. Scott Roberts  North Cascades   J. Van Schepen (Columbia) 
Honorably Released February 26, 2026   G. Kamps (Yellowstone) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
William Roelofs  Northern Illinois   J. Christoffels (Illiana) 
Honorably Released September 17, 2025   C. Huizenga (Wisconsin) 
          P. Vos (Chicago South) 
D’Vante Rolle   Pacific Northwest   A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
Released    October 2, 2025   B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Kyle Sandison   Lake Superior   S. Muilenburg (Minnkota) 
Honorably Released September 16, 2025   S. de Jong (Northcentral Iowa) 
 Deputies’ comments: A third synodical deputy was unable to attend the meeting. 
Jay Stringer   Pacific Northwest   B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Honorably Released March 5, 2026   V. Michael (Columbia) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Juli Stuelpnagel  Lake Erie    W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
Honorably Released October 4, 2025   J. Brower (Kalamazoo) 
          G. Bakker (Grand Rapids South) 
Everett Vander Horst Hamilton    S. Couperus (Huron) 
Honorably Released February 21, 2026   J. Klingenberg (Niagara) 
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          R. Grift (Toronto) 
Mark Mohrlang  Pacific Northwest   B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Honorably Released March 5, 2026   V. Michael (Columbia) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Kory Plockmeyer  Holland    M. Kang (Hudson) 
Honorably Released March 5, 2026   J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
          J. Scripps (Georgetown)  
Eric Snyder   Rocky Mountain   M. Bentley (Central Plains) 
Honorably Released March 4, 2026   J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
          S. Muilenburg (Minnkota) 
Loretta Stadt   Alberta North   G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
          South/Saskatchewan) 
Honorably Released March 6, 2026   A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Mark Van Andel  Lake Erie    D. Glassford (Holland) 
Honorably Released March 7, 2026   M. Saville (Atlantic Northeast) 
          G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Ashley Van Dragt  Pacific Northwest   B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Honorably Released March 5, 2026   V. Michael (Columbia) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Geoffrey Van Dragt Pacific Northwest   B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Honorably Released March 5, 2026   V. Michael (Columbia) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Thyra VanKeeken  Toronto    P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
Honorably Released October 23, 2025   S. Couperus (Huron) 
          D. Nieuwstraten (Hamilton) 
Paul Verhoef   Alberta South/Saskatchewan B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Honorably Released March 6, 2026   A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
David Vroege   Eastern Canada   J. Tuininga (Quinte) 
Honorably released October 24, 2025   M. Bootsma (Hamilton) 
          P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
Aaron Walters   Pacific Northwest   A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
Honorably Released October 2, 2025   B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Derek Zeyl   Kalamazoo    J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
Honorably Released March 10, 2026  J. Vanderhooft (Grand Rapids South) 
          M. Vande Zande (Zeeland) 
  

G. Article 14-c: Release from Office to Enter a Non-ministerial Vocation 
Minister of the Word (status) Classis  (date)   Synodical Deputies and Classes  
Bailey Sarver Attema  Lake Erie   W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
Honorably Released  October 4, 2025  J. Brower (Kalamazoo) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Andrew Carlson   Pacific Northwest  B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Honorably Released  March 5, 2026  V. Michael (Columbia) 
           W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
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Jesse Eng    Hudson  P. Guarracino (Atlantic Northeast) 
Dismissed    May 14, 2026   P. Kornilov (Hackensack) 
           R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Jonathan Kim   Northern Illinois  J. Christoffels (Illiana) 
Honorably Released  September 17, 2025  C. Huizenga (Wisconsin) 
           P. Vos (Chicago South) 
John Moelker    Ontario Southwest  S. Couperus (Huron) 
Honorably Released  May 26, 2026   J. Klingenberg (Niagara) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Kristen Pikaart   Red Mesa   B. Persenaire (Central California) 
Honorably Released  January 17, 2026  D. Koll (Greater Los Angeles) 
           J. Van Schepen (Columbia)  
 

H. Article 14-d: Release from Office of One Whose Vocation is Judged to Be Non-min-
isterial 
Minister of the Word (status) Classis  (date)   Synodical Deputies and Classes  
James R. DeZeeuw  Northern Michigan  J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
Released     September 30, 2025  T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
           D. Glassford (Holland) 
Noah Kruis    Grand Rapids North S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Val-
ley) 
Released     January 20, 2026  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
 

I. Article 14-e: Former Minister Declared Re-eligible for Call 
Minister of the Word (status) Classis  (date)   Synodical Deputies and Classes  
Luke Wynja    Heartland   S. de Jong (Northcentral Iowa) 
Eligible for Call   September 17, 2025  C. Hoekstra (Iakota) 
           J. Steenholdt (Minnkota) 
 

J. Article 17-a: Release from a Call 
Minister     Classis (date)   Synodical Deputies and Classes 
Rev. Rodolfo Galindo  Grandville   T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
       March 26, 2026  J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
          G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Church: South Grandville CRC 
Rev. Gregory Janke  North Cascades  J. VanSchepen (Columbia) 
       January 7, 2026  G. Kamps (Yellowstone) 
Church: Sonlight Church     W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Rev. John Moelker  Ontario Southwest  S. Couperus (Huron) 
       September 23, 2025  D. Nieuwstraten (Hamilton) 
Church: Covenant CRC     R. Grift (Toronto) 
Rev. Chad Pierce   Holland   M. Kang (Hudson) 
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       March 5, 2026  J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
Church: Faith CRC      J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
Rev. Kent Sanders  Kalamazoo   R. Vanderwal (Grandville) 
       October 14, 2025  J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Church: Southern Heights (serving in Lakeland Reformed Church) 
Rev. Christopher Schievink Eastern Canada  S. Couperus (Huron) 
      June 21, 2025   M. Bootsma (Hamilton) 
Church: Kanata Community CRC    P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
Rev. Duane Vanderlaan Huron    J. Tuininga (Quinte) 
      May 20, 2026   J. Klingenberg (Niagara) 
           P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
Church: Drayton CRC (serving in Drayton Reformed Church) 
Rev. Thomas VanderPloeg Grandville   J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
       January 15, 2026  T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
Church: Fellowship CRC     G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 

K. Article 17-c: Extension of Eligibility for Call 
Minister of the Word  Classis  (date)   Synodical Deputies and Classes  
Peter Byma    Grand Rapids North S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
       January 20, 2026  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Robert Gruessing   Georgetown   T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
       February 26, 2026  S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Todd Hilkemann   Rocky Mountain  M. Bentley (Central Plains) 
       March 4, 2026  S. Muilenberg (Minnkota)  
           J. Greydanus (Red Mesa)  
Gregory Kett    Holland   J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
       October 2, 2025  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
           J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
Philip Leo    Chicago South  J. Hollendoner (Illiana) 
       February 21, 2026  J. Huizinga (Northern Illinois) 
           G. Schuringa (Wisconsin) 
Daniel Meyer   Alberta North  G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
          South/Saskatchewan) 
       October 17, 2025  W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
 Deputies’ comments: A third synodical deputy was unable to attend the meeting. 
Peter Oh     Central California  E. Westra (Greater Los Angeles) 
       March 3, 2026  H. Caicedo (California South) 
           D. Yi (Ko-Am) 
Greg VanderHorn  Grandville   J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
       January 15, 2026  T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Mark Van Drunen  Grandville   T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
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       May 21, 2026   J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
 

L. Article 17-c: Release from the Office of Minister of the Word 
Minister of the Word (status) Classis (date)   Synodical Deputies and Classes  
Woodrow Dixon   Niagara   M. Bootsma (Hamilton) 
Released     October 22, 2025  S. Couperus (Huron) 
           P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
Marc Holland   Central California  H. Caicedo (California South) 
Released     October 7, 2025  E. Westra (Greater Los Angeles) 
           J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
Brian Kornelis   Minnkota   P. Westra (Heartland) 
Released     March 5, 2026  C. Hoekstra (Iakota) 
           H. Newhouse (Lake Superior) 
Marcel Kuiper   Ontario Southwest  S. Couperus (Huron) 
Released     September 23, 2025  D. Nieuwstraten (Hamilton) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Adam Stout    Lake Superior  S. Muilenburg (Minnkota) 
Released     September 16, 2025  S. de Jong (Northcentral Iowa) 
 Deputies’ comments: A third synodical deputy was unable to attend the meeting. 
Brian Tebben    Yellowstone   B. Persenaire (Central California) 
Honorably Released  November 15, 2025  C. Hoekstra (Iakota) 
           J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
Maurice (Reese) Vander VeenCentral California  H. Caicedo (California South) 
Released     October 7, 2025  E. Westra (Greater Los Angeles) 
           J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
 

M. Article 23-a: Declaration that a Commissioned Pastor’s Position Fits Synodical 
Guidelines 
Commissioned Pastor (Church) Classis (date)  Synodical Deputies and Classes 
Scott Branderhorst    Lake Erie  W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
Imlay City CRC    October 4, 2025 J. Brower (Kalamazoo) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Position: Pastor of emerging church The Way in Aliquippa, PA 
Michael Cassis    Southeast U.S.  W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
The Source Church    February 25, 2026 M. Kang (Hudson) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Position: Associate Pastor 
Debra Chee     Red Mesa  D. Koll (Greater Los Angeles) 
Window Rock CRC    January 17, 2026 B. Persenaire (Central California) 
           J. Van Schepen (Columbia 
Position: Solo/Lead Pastor 
Bill Craig      Pacific Northwest A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
Faith Community Fellowship  October 2, 2025 B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
           W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
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Position: Associate Pastor 
Nick Crespo     Southeast U.S.  W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
Sunlight Ministries    February 25, 2026 M. Kang (Hudson) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Position: Pastor of Evangelism 
Ronald deVries    Alberta North  G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
           South/Saskatchewan) 
Covenant CRC    October 17, 2025 W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Deputies’ comments: A third synodical deputy was unable to attend the meeting. 
Donald Dunne    Hanmi   H. Caicedo (California South) 
All Nations Church - SA (Onnuri) March 26, 2023 D. Koll (Greater Los Angeles) 
           D. Yi (Ko-Am) 
Position: Lost and Found Youth Pastor 
John Dwyer     Greater Los Angeles H. Caceido (California South) 
First Artesia CRC    February 24, 2026 B. Persenaire (Central California) 
           J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
Position: Assistant pastor 
Shawn England    Grand Rapids East R. Britton III (Grand Rapids North) 
Celebration Fellowship CRC  January 15, 2026 S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Position: Commissioned Pastor 
 
Russ Fuller     California South J. Rayas (Arizona) 
Crosspoint CRC    March 5, 2026  B. Persenaire (Central California) 
           J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
Position: Pastor of Care Ministries 
 
Kaitlin Givens     Atlantic Northeast R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Resurrection Church   October 1, 2025 J. Sideco (Hudson) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Position: Lead Pastor of Preaching, Mission, and Vision 
Jonatan Gonzalez    Grandville  G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Lee Street CRC    May 21, 2026  J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
           T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
Position: Youth Pastor 
Luis Gonzalez     Southeast U.S.  W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
The Source Church    February 25, 2026 M. Kang (Hudson) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Position: Associate Pastor 
Stefan Human     Ontario Southwest S. Couperus (Huron) 
Aylmer CRC     September 23, 2025 D. Nieuwstraten (Hamilton) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Position: Director of Youth & Worship Ministries 
Nupur James     B.C. North-West G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
            South/Saskatchewan) 
The Tapestry     October 22, 2025 H. Newhouse (Lake Superior) 
           W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Position: Pastor 
Zachariah Johnson    Thornapple Valley J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
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Encounter Church    May 19, 2026  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Position: Worship Pastor  
 
Wes Jones     Northern Michigan J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
Lake City CRC    September 30, 2025 T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
           D. Glassford (Holland) 
Position: Next Generation Pastor 
 
A.L.*      Iakota   S. de Jong (Northcentral Iowa) 
Faith CRC     September 16, 2025 S. Muilenburg (Minnkota) 
           H. Newhouse (Lake Superior) 
Position: Church Planting Missionary 
* Record is protected, and actual name will not be published due to safety concerns (see Acts of 
Synod 2019, p. 785 and Agenda for Synod 2020, p. 237-8). 
 
Mitchell Leach     Northern Michigan S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
Prosper CRC     March 3, 2026  J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
           D. Glassford (Holland) 
Position: Solo/Lead Pastor 
John Li      California South J. Rayas (Arizona) 
Crosspoint CRC (Chino, CA)  March 5, 2026  B. Persenaire (Central California) 
           J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
Position: Chinese Congregation Discipleship Pastor 
Scott MacDougall    Heartland  S. de Jong (Northcentral Iowa) 
New City Church    September 17, 2025 J. Steenholdt (Minnkota) 
           C. Hoekstra (Iakota) 
Position: Pastor of Discipleship and Community Engagement 
Van Par Mi     Thornapple Valley J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
Encounter Church    May 19, 2026  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
           G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Position: Assistant Pastor 
Hugo Morales     Chicago South  J. Hollendoner (Illiana) 
Immanuel CRC, Burbank  February 21, 2026 J. Huizinga (Northern Illinois) 
           G. Schuringa (Wisconsin) 
Position: Commissioned Pastor 
Jonathan Norder    Grand Rapids South T. Slachter (Zeeland) 
Kelloggsville CRC    March 5, 2026  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
           J. Brower (Kalamazoo) 
Position: Pastor of Discipleship and Missional Living 
Julian Ochoa     Atlantic Northeast R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Iglesia Hispana Goshen   October 1, 2025 J. Sideco (Hudson) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Position: Lead Pastor of Evangelism and Missions 
John Park      Hanmi   H. Caicedo (California South) 
All Nations Church - SA (Onnuri) March 26, 2023 D. Koll (Greater Los Angeles) 
           D. Yi (Ko-Am) 
Position: Acts Ministry Pastor          
Janis Persenaire    Holland  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
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        October 2, 2025 J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
           J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
Position: Program Manager for Global Coffee Break 
Josh Sinnema     Yellowstone  B. Persenaire (Central California) 
Manhattan CRC    November 15, 2025 C. Hoekstra (Iakota) 
           J. Greydanus (Red Mesa) 
Position: Youth Director 
Joshua Sweetman    Huron   P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
Water Street CRC    February 18, 2026 R. Grift (Toronto) 
           M. Bootsma (Hamilton) 
Position: Commissioned Pastor 
Jorge Tellez     Atlantic Northeast R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Iglesia Hispana Goshen   October 1, 2025 J. Sideco (Hudson) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Position: Church Planting Pastor 
Joel Trinidad     Kalamazoo  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
East Martin CRC    May 19, 2026  J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
           S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
Position: Solo/Lead Pastor 
Bailey Towne     Pacific Northwest B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
Oak Harbor CRC    March 5, 2026  V. Michael (Columbia) 
           W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Position: Commissioned Pastor 
Joshua Van Til     Columbia  B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
        February 28, 2026 B. Persenaire (Central California) 
           G. Kamps (Yellowstone) 
Position: Classical Church Coach 
Carlos Villarreal    Southeast U.S.  M. Kang (Hudson) 
The Source Church    September 4, 2025 W. Sytsma (Chicago South) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Position: Church Planter 
Joey Wright     Atlantic Northeast R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Goshen CRC (Goshen, NY)  January 29, 2026 M. Kang (Hudson) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
Position: Pastor 
To Be Determined    Ontario Southwest S. Couperus (Huron) 
Compass Community Church January 27, 2026 M. Bootsma (Hamilton) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Position: Ministry Coordinator 
To Be Determined    Quinte   J. Klingenberg (Niagara) 
Discovery Church    September 27, 2025 S. Couperus (Huron) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Position: Church Planter, Peterborough Ontario 
To Be Determined    Ontario Southwest S. Couperus (Huron) 
Forest City Community Church January 27, 2026 M. Bootsma (Hamilton) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Position: Commissioned Pastor 
To Be Determined    Quinte   J. Klingenberg (Niagara) 
Hebron CRC     May 27, 2025  S. Couperus (Huron) 
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           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Position: Commissioned Pastor Youth & Counseling 
To Be Determined    Quinte   J. Klingenberg (Niagara) 
Hebron CRC     May 27, 2025  S. Couperus (Huron) 
           R. Grift (Toronto) 
Position: Commissioned Pastor Youth & Worship 
To Be Determined    B.C. North-West G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
           South/Saskatchewan) 
Nelson Avenue CRC   March 3, 2026  H. Newhouse (Lake Superior) 
           W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Position: Commissioned Pastor 

N. Supplement, Article 23-a: Commissioned Pastors Filling Previously Approved Posi-
tions 
The following commissioned pastors have been examined by the classes indicated for po-
sitions previously approved by synodical deputies (in addition to those listed above in 
the synodical deputy reports for Church Order Supplement, Article 23-a): 
Commissioned Pastor   Classis   Date 
Nikita Abraham    Quinte  September 27, 2025 
Debbie De Vries    Ontario Southwest May 26, 2026 
Abigail Jallim    Quinte  September 27, 2025 
Pierre La Claire    Southeast U.S. September 4, 2025 
Andres Sancho    Southeast U.S. September 4, 2025 
Rowan Scott     Ontario Southwest May 26, 2026 

O. Article 24-a: Service of a Commissioned Pastor in an Organized Church as Solo Pas-
tor or Senior Leadership Position 
Commissioned Pastor (Church)Classis (date) Synodical Deputies and Classes 
Mitchell Leach    Northern Michigan S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
Prosper CRC    March 3, 2026  J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
          D. Glassford (Holland) 
Eleanor Sarkany   Toronto  P. Apoll (Ontario Southwest) 
First CRC     October 23, 2025 S. Couperus (Huron) 
          D. Nieuwstraten (Hamilton) 
Micah Shin    Thornapple Valley J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
Lowell Calvary CRC  October 21, 2025 R. Vanderwal (Grandville) 
          G. Bekker (Grand Rapids South) 
Joel Trinidad    Kalamazoo  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
East Martin CRC   May 19, 2026  J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
          S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
Joey Wright    Atlantic Northeast R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Goshen CRC (Goshen, NY) March 5, 2026  M. Kang (Hudson) 
          P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 
To Be Determined   B.C. North-West G. van Leeuwen (Alberta  
          South/Saskatchewan) 
Christ Community CRC  October 22, 2025 H. Newhouse (Lake Superior) 
          W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
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P. Supplement, Article 24-a/b: Commissioned Pastor Exam for Lead Role in an Orga-
nized Church 
Commissioned Pastor (Church) Classis (date)  Synodical Deputies and Classes 
Mitchell Leach     Northern Michigan S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
Prosper CRC     March 3, 2026  J. Medendorp (Muskegon) 
           D. Glassford (Holland) 
Nick Rosas      Pacific Northwest A. Beunk (B.C. North-West) 
New Hope Fellowship   October 2, 2025 B. Lanting (North Cascades) 
           W. Brouwer (B.C. South-East) 
Joel Trinidad     Kalamazoo  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
East Martin CRC    May 19, 2026  J. Scripps (Georgetown) 
           S. Van Zanen (Thornapple Valley) 
Joey Wright     Atlantic Northeast R. Engle (Lake Erie) 
Goshen CRC (Goshen, NY)  March 5, 2026  M. Kang (Hudson) 
           P. Van Dyken (Hackensack) 

Q. Article 38-h: Designation that Multiaffiliation of a Congregation Fits Synodical 
Guidelines 
1. Synodical deputies J. Huizinga (Northern Illinois), G. Schuringa (Wisconsin), and S. 
Tuin (Kalamazoo), having examined the written materials submitted by the council of 
First Reformed Church, South Holland, IL, regarding affiliating with another denomina-
tion in communion, concur that the decision of Classis Chicago South, in session on July 
8, 2025, is in keeping with synodical guidelines regarding multiaffiliation as outlined in 
Church Order 38-h and its Supplement. 
 

R. Article 82-83: Deposition of a Minister of the Word 
Minister of the Word (status)  Classis (date)  Synodical Deputies and Classes 
John Cleveringa    Zeeland  D. Fauble (Grandville) 
Deposed      May 21, 2026  A. Van Wolde (Muskegon) 
          J. Vanderhooft (Grand Rapids South)  
 
Recommendation: That synod approve the work of the synodical deputies. 
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