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Advisory Committee 1, Synodical Services I, Rev. Alex Snider reporting, 
presents the following: 
I. Response to Overtures 7, 8, and 9 

A. Materials 
1. Overture 7, pp. 340-342 
2. Overture 8, pp. 342-344 
3. Overture 9, pp. 344-355 

B. Preamble 
Our committee was very aware of the need for churches to have a wise pas-
toral response on behalf of councils toward those members who are uncer-
tain about the CRC's expectations for confessional alignment and where 
they fall within those expectations. However, we do not believe that revert-
ing back to a previous process or changing the current reading of the Sup-
plement to Article 5 as suggested will add clarity. In fact, doing so may in-
troduce more questions. 

C. Recommendations 
1. That synod remind councils and classes of their call to discern each case 
as it comes to them, using good, pastoral wisdom as well as the resources 
that already exist including Thrive, the Office of General Secretary, and Ap-
pendix N of the Agenda for Synod 2026 Supplement (pp. 477-80). 
2. That synod amend the Supplement to Article 5-a under Guidelines and 
Regulations re Gravamina to the following (additions in underline): 

Synod declares that gravamina fall into two types: 
1. A confessional-difficulty gravamen: a temporary gravamen in which 
an officebearer, subsequent to their ordination, develops and then ex-
presses a personal difficulty persistent serious doubt with a point of 
doctrine/teaching contained in the confessions but does not have a set-
tled conviction contrary to and does not call for a revision of the confes-
sions. 
2. A confessional-revision gravamen: a gravamen in which an office-
bearer expresses a settled conviction and makes a specific recommenda-
tion for revision of the confessions. 

Ground: This clarifies the decisions and amendments made by Synod 
2025 (Acts of Synod 2025, p. 671-72). 
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3. That synod adopt the following figure as advice to churches, counsels, 
and individuals struggling in the discernment process.

 
4. That synod clarify that when we say that the confessions “fully agree” 
with Scripture, we mean that all of the doctrines contained within the three 
forms of unity are a faithful teaching of God’s Word. (see Supplement Arti-
cle 5, 5a) 
5. That synod instruct the Office of General Secretary to update existing gra-
vamen documentation to reflect new information. 
6. That synod revise Supplement, Article 5-a to read the following (addi-
tions in underline, deletions in strikethrough): 

4. If the gravamen is rejected by the classis, it may be appealed sent to 
synod; and when the constituted synod declares the matter to be legally 
before it for action, all the signers of the Covenant for Officebearers shall 
be free to discuss it together with the whole church until adjudicated by 
synod. 
5. Since the subscriber has the right of appeal from the judgment of a 
council to classis and from classis to synod, The mere fact that the mat-
ter is being appealed sent to a broader assembly shall not be a reason for 
suspending or otherwise disciplining an officebearer, provided other 
provisions of the Church Order are observed. 
 
Ground: This clears up some ambiguity as to how these should be han-
dled when they come to synod. 

7. That synod accept this as its answer to Overtures 7, 8, and 9. 
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