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ACTS OF SYNOD 2026 Report/Article ????? 1 

Advisory Committee 1, Synodical Services I, Rev. Doug Fakkema report-
ing, presents the following: 

 
I. Response to Overture 5: Conform COD Membership to Article 30 of 
the Belgic Confession 

A. Materials 
Overture 5, pp. 338-339 

B. Recommendation 
That synod direct the Council of Delegates (COD) to revise its membership 
requirements so that, moving forward, all new members shall be either cur-
rent or former officebearers. 

 Grounds: 
1. Although the COD is not an assembly of the church, the COD is, at 
its core, a body of ecclesiastical leadership within the CRCNA. 
2. Christ has established the offices of pastor, elder, and deacon to pro-
vide for the government of the Church (Belgic Confession, Art. 30). 
3. Permitting former officebearers to serve on COD acknowledges that 
there is some difference between the leadership of the COD and the 
leadership of the church assemblies. 
4. Having served on a local council gives an important perspective of 
how COD decisions may be received by our churches. 
5. The COD’s name presupposes officebearers, given the synodical tied 
word of “delegates” (not trustees, commissioners, etc.). 
6. There is wisdom in Abraham Kuyper’s insight on sphere sover-
eignty— we don’t run a church like a corporation. In an age of ever-
growing corporatization, the church must resist the trend and renew the 
biblical modes and models of leadership. 
7. While we are always seeking to reform our church in line with God’s 
Word, this is not a matter that we judge demands the expulsion of any 
present nonconforming board members. Implementing it as the stand-
ard moving forward seems prudent. 

 
Douglas Fakkema, reporter 
Cedric Parsels, chair 

 


