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Advisory Committee 1, Synodical Services I, Rev. Alex Snider reporting,
presents the following;:

I. Response to Appeal 1: J. Shaw, Elder at Christ Community Church,
Tualatin, Oregon

A. Materials
1. Appeal 1 (p. 578-581)

2. Communication 2 (p. 587-589)

B. Preamble

In order to come to our decision, the committee heard from both Mr. Shaw
and a representative from Classis Columbia. We then went into deep dis-
cussions with assistance from CTS faculty advisers so that we might under-
stand the biblical teaching regarding the 2nd Commandment. Our discus-
sions acknowledged Mr. Shaw’s reading of Exodus 20:3-5 and noted that,
by itself, his interpretation of that text has merit. The second commandment
in Exodus 20:3-5 is very clear that no images may be made of other gods.
However, it is Deuteronomy 4:15-19 that provides an important clarifica-
tion to this matter: that the prohibition against images specifically extends
to images of the Jehovah God, whom no one has seen, when made for the
purposes of worship. Mr. Shaw did not handle the Deuteronomy passage in
his gravamen.

We also noted that Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 96-98, when read in its con-
text, is not offering a universal philosophical statement about all images in
every context, but is addressing the use of images in the worship and teach-
ing life of the church. In our opinion, this was also not considered in the ap-
peal.

We also considered the implication of this discussion around images of Je-
sus used in a Sunday school context. These are allowable due to the incar-
nation of Jesus Christ, though even in this case, images will never capture
the precise human nature of the Son of God as no one living today has seen
him with their own eyes. Yet people throughout history have indeed seen
him in his humanity, opening the door to use images in an educational con-
text.

In an effort to offer a pastoral response to Mr. Shaw, our faculty advisor, Dr.
Wilson de Angelo Cunha, will be reaching out to Mr. Shaw to offer a more
extended discussion of these issues.
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C. Recommendations
1. That synod not sustain Appeal 1.

Ground:
Textual revision of the historic Catechism is not necessary to address the
concerns raised.

2. That synod thank John Shaw and Classis Columbia for the thoughtful
gravamen and affirm the underlying biblical concern for fidelity to a scrip-
tural understanding of the second commandment.
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