Covenant for Officebearers in the Christian Reformed Church*

We, [the undersigned], believe the Old and New Testaments to be the inspired
Word of God, which proclaims the good news of God’s creation and redemption
through Jesus Christ. Acknowledging the authority of God’s Word, we submit to
it in all matters of life and faith.

We affirm three creeds—the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the
Athanasian Creed—as ecumenical expressions of the Christian faith. In doing so,
we confess our faith in unity with followers of Jesus Christ throughout all ages
and among all nations.

We also affirm three confessions—the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg
Catechism, and the Canons of Dort—as historic Reformed expressions of the
Christian faith, whose doctrines fully agree with the Word of God. These
confessions continue to define the way we understand Scripture, direct the way
we live in response to the gospel, and locate us within the larger body of Christ.

Grateful for these expressions of faith, we promise to be formed and governed
by them. We heartily believe and will promote and defend their doctrines
faithfully, conforming our preaching, teaching, writing, serving, and living to
them.

Along with these historic creeds and confessions, we also recognize the witness
of Our World Belongs to God: A Contemporary Testimony as a current Reformed
expression of the Christian faith that forms and guides us in our present context.

We also promise to present or receive confessional difficulties in a spirit of love
and fellowship with our brothers and sisters as together we seek a fuller
understanding of the gospel. Should we come to believe that a teaching in the
confessional documents is not the teaching of God’s Word, we will communicate
our views to the church, according to the procedures prescribed by the Church
Order and its supplements. If the church asks, we will give a full explanation of
our views. Further, we promise to submit to the church’s judgment and
authority.

We honor this covenant for the well-being of the church to the glory of God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

*To be signed by professors, ministers, commissioned pastors, elders, and deacons when ordained and/or
installed in office.
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