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Council
approves

waste
deal

By Nicole O'Reilly
STAFF WRITER

WOODSTOCK — After much
discussion and a litany of
amendments, Woodstock City
Council voted unanimously to
approve its proposed waste
management agreement with
Oxford County.

A draft agreement was first
tabled in February, to come into
effect on July 1, 2008. But the
agreement, which still needs
approval from county council, is
now slated to come into effect
on Jan. 1, 2009.

The issue of jurisdiction came
up repeatedly, as it has been a
source of conflict between the
two tiers ofgovernment through-
out the arduous process.

The agreement is prefaced
with a statement that entering
into the agreement does not
prejudice city council’s position
that it retain control over waste
management.

“We have a strong case. If it
was up to me we wouldn't be
signing anything,” said Coun.
Deb Tait.

The agreement in its current
form states that the two tiers of
government shall, in a manner
mutually agreed upon, bill the
county for municipal waste
management services. Further,
collection costs will have a limit,
calculated to the average cost
per household.

An amendment put forth by
Tait to extend the agreement
from 10 years to a 20-year term
passed.

So did a series of amendments
put forward by Coun. Pat
Sobeski, including that all the
money generated from bag tags
be used exclusively to cover the
costs of waste collection by the
municipalities and operating
costs for disposal at county
landfills.

Sobeski also touched on the
jurisdiction issue with an
amendment to acknowledge
that the county retains responsi-
bility for disposal sites and that
the city retain responsibility for
the balance of waste manage-
ment responsibilities, including
collection and processing.

The amendment was carried
by a 4-2 vote, but Mayor Michael
Harding said he expects it will
be a red flag at county council.

Also approved were amend-
ments for Woodstock to give six
months of notice for termina-
tion, as the result of a major
failure.
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READY TO GO: Stephanie Webb is gearing up for a cross-continental bicycle tour to raise money to fight poverty.

Coast to coast

By Elliot Ferguson
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

WOODSTOCK - On June 30, Stephanie
Webb will put the rear wheel of her bicycle
in the Pacific Ocean.

If all goes to plan, nine weeks later she
will dip the front wheel in the Atlantic.

Webb, 26, is gearing up to be one of
close to 220 cyclists taking part in a 6,200-
kilometre ride across North America to
fight global poverty.

It's a cause Webb said she has always
wanted to become involved in.

“You don’t always know how you can
make an impact,” said Webb, who works

as a graphic designer at Oxford Media
Group.

“When I heard about this, combined
with biking, I thought (it was) perfect.”

The Sea to Sea tour is organized by the
Christian Reformed Church. It raises
money to help fund programs that fight
global poverty and help communities in
developing countries.

Webb first heard about the ride in 2005,
when it crossed Canada.

She regretted not taking part in that
ride, and when she heard about this year’s
tour she was among the first to sign up.

Each rider has a fundraising goal of
$10,000, and Webb is close to $2,000 past

that amount.

Webb has competed in mountain biking
for about five years and started riding on
the road seriously two years ago.

She’ll need the training those years have
provided.

This year’s tour includes 54 days of rid-
ing, including six “century” days, where
riders will cover more than 100 miles (160
km).

“It can be somewhat overwhelming
when you think about it, but you'll get
there,” she said.

The Sea to Sea tour is scheduled to roll
through Woodstock Aug. 22, during the
London to Hamilton stage.

McGuinty
to shake
things up

By Maria Babbage
THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO — Ontario’s mul-
tibillion-dollar schemes to
refurbish its nuclear fleet and
upgrade roads, highways and
bridges will fall to Premier
Dalton McGuinty’s right-hand
man Friday in a cabinet shuffle
that is expected to shake up
three major ministries.

Government sources con-
firmedThursdaythatMcGuinty
will merge the Energy and
Infrastructure portfolios into
one so-called “super-ministry”
headed up by Health Minister
George Smitherman — once
dubbed “Furious George” for
his aggressive, abrasive style in
the legislature.

Infrastructure ~ Minister
David Caplan will take over as
health minister and Gerry
Phillips — who made it known
Wednesday he no longer want-
ed to be energy minister — will
remain in cabinet without a
portfolio, sources said.

No other ministers are
expected to leave cabinet or
switch their posts in the shuf-
fle, the first since the govern-
ing Liberals were re-elected
last October.

Smitherman, an openly gay
politician who also serves as
deputy premier, refused to
speculate Thursday on what
his new duties might entail.

Despite his five-year fight to
reduce surgical wait times and
improve access to health care,
there’s still a “range of chal-
lenges” facing any potential
successor, he said.

“I think I've had a very good
run,” said Smitherman, 44.

“There’s lots of progress
there that I can reflect on and
I've enjoyed the privilege
immensely. It's been extraordi-
nary.”

Phillips, 67, will be handing
over the province’s ambitious
$26-billion plan to replace and
refurbish Ontario’s aging
nuclear fleet, including build-
ing two new reactors at the
Darlington nuclear generating
station in Clarington, Ont.,
east of Toronto.

Infrastructure Ontario, a
provincial Crown agency, is
currently responsible for the
province’s nuclear plan.

Phillips kicked the rumour
mill into high gear Wednesday
when he indicated he would
be reluctant to stay on until
November, when the province
is expected to award the reac-
tors contract to one of three
companies vying for the job.
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Unscramble to wint 00000 OO0 ' peaksavere

Unscramble the words or phrases and submit your
LCCYE ONDW
Target number is: 259

answers to contest@wooodstockhydro.com
OOOOQOOOOO Total participants

with your name and phone number. If you answer
TTTRESMOHA to date: 23

correctly, you will be entered into our monthly

draw for a Power Savings Prize Pack! There will be
OoTW GDERESE

new jumbles every Friday, so enter each week* to
increase your chances of winning!

Come on Woodstock!
Let’s all do our part for
a greener community.

Hint: If you're having trouble unscrambling, 23 ==
look up the peaksaver program at

www.everykilowattcounts.ca.

All of the words in the jumble were taken from =
the details of this program. g every p \ Sign-up at:
g kllowatt 5 a e Woosstock  www.everykilowattcounts.ca/peaksaver
~ counts.. L or call 519-537-3488.

*QOne entry per participant per week.
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