Sustaining Congregational Excellence in the Christian Reformed Church in North America

An integrated, interagency program for smaller churches
Technology & Equipment Training Grant Application Form

(Submit by the first of any month) *
As part of the Sustaining Congregational Excellence (SCE) program, Technology & Equipment Training (TET) grants are available for smaller churches (up to 150 active professing members) to receive training for technology and equipment used in their church. Training for computers, power point projectors, multimedia presentations, sound systems, photo copiers, congregation management software, or other equipment/software programming that is used in the church’s ministry is eligible for funding. Non-fundable training includes anything not related to technology and equipment (e.g.: leadership, coffee break, small groups, outreach) and any facility maintenance equipment such as furnaces, air conditioners etc.
Current Yearbook information is required in order to receive an SCE grant.

Churches may apply once per fiscal year (July to June). However, TET proposals for second and third requests won’t be accepted until the third quarter (January 1).  In the third and fourth quarters, priority will be given to first time requests. There’s no guarantee that second or third time requests will be funded. Available funds will be the determining factor. Grants are awarded until the funds for the year have been distributed. At that time no new proposals will be accepted until the July 1 deadline of the following year.
Churches requesting a second TET grant are required to contribute 25% toward the training costs.
Churches requesting a third TET grant are required to contribute 50% toward the training costs.
Churches may receive a maximum of 3 grants in a 5 year period. The 5 year period begins on the date when the first grant is awarded. For example: If the first grant is awarded in March 2010 (and a 2nd and 3rd grant has been received after that) the church may apply for another “1st time grant” any time after March 2015.

More than one person may participate in the training. 
Council approval of this application is required prior to submission to SCE. 

The grant check will be made out to the church (not to individuals, organizations within the church or training organizations) and will be sent to the church upon approval of this application. Once the training has been completed, a receipt is to be either mailed or faxed (616-224-0834) to the SCE office. If more than $50 remains after the training please contact Holly hkoons@crcna.org.  
Grant requests must be approved prior to attending training. 

The maximum grant is $500 U.S. 

Name of training organization:

Brief description of training: 
Cost of training (per person):
Amount church is contributing: 
(0 required for 1st requests; 25% required for 2nd requests; 50% required for 3rd requests)

Grant amount requested: 
Name(s) of person(s) taking the training:
Is this person(s) committed to completing the training?
Church name: 

Complete mailing address: 

Church email address: 

Number of professing adult members (taken from current yearbook): 

Number of worshipers on an average Sunday morning:
Classis: 

Are representatives of your congregation ordinarily present at classis meetings? 


yes
no
(required to receive a grant)


Does your congregation participate in the Minister’s Pension Fund?



yes
no
(for our information only)
What percentage of Denominational Ministry Shares did your congregation contribute in the last fiscal year?  (a minimum of 10% is required to receive a grant)





 %

Dates of church’s fiscal year:    

Name, telephone number, and email of contact person in case of questions:

Date on which council approved this request: 
Please explain how the training will enhance the church’s ministry effectiveness and contribute to the health of the congregation. (Use as much space as needed.)
* Receipt of application will be acknowledged with an email from our office. If you do not receive an email within 24 hours of sending us the application, please call our office.  

The SCE program will notify applicants by the first of the month following the deadline for which the proposal was submitted concerning grants awarded. A check will be sent to the church for the total grant amount once the signed contracts are returned to the SCE office and any conditions to the awarding of the grant are met (if required by the SCE implementation team). 
Please use additional space or pages as needed.

This form may be accessed in electronic form @ www.crcna.org/sce 
When completed send to:

hkoons@crcna.org 
or

 SCE
Atten: Holly 
2850 Kalamazoo Ave. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49560 USA

We prefer to work with electronic forms whenever possible. Thank You.

For further information please contact:
Holly Koons
SCE Administrative Assistant
at 877.279.9994 X 4267 or hkoons@crcna.org 
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