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May 13, 2010

Dear Delegates of Synod 2010,

Enclosed in this booklet are descriptions of the candidates being
recommended to Synod 2010. For each candidate there is a photo, a
brief biographical sketch, a statement of faith, and the stated reason
for pursuing candidacy. All the candidates have their own unique story
and their own unique gifts. They are united in a desire to serve the
Lord Jesus Christ through ordained ministry in the Christian Reformed
Church. We trust that these pages will help the delegates of Synod
2010 become a bit more familiar with each recommended candidate.

The Candidacy Committee expresses its gratitude to the faculty

and administration of Calvin Theological Seminary for their role in
preparing the candidates for this significant event in their respective
ministry journeys. Many of the candidates have spent several

years at Calvin Seminary. Those who have graduated from other
seminaries have participated in the EPMC (Ecclesiastical Program for
Ministerial Candidacy), a program approved by synod, overseen by
the Candidacy Committee, and carried out by Calvin Seminary. The
educational process to become a candidate is long and challenging.
The completion of this period of preparation is significant and needs
to be celebrated.

As a Candidacy Committee we are pleased to present these
individuals to the church. We rejoice in what God has done and
will do through each of them. We invite each delegate of synod to
keep this booklet as a prompter to pray for the church and for the
candidates as they wait for and respond to calls from the church in
the coming months.

¥

The Candidacy Committee
David R. Koll, Director




APPLICANT FOR CANDIDACY 2010

Name: Richard J. Admiraal
Spouse: Rose Ann

Age: 43

Place of Birth: Orange City, IA
Number of Children: Two

College Attended:
Calvin College
B.A., 1988

Seminary Attended:
Calvin Theological Seminary
M.Div., 2010

Mentored Ministry Internships:
Cornerstone Prison Church
Sioux Falls, SD
Summer 2009

Clinical Pastoral Education —
Pine Rest
Cutlerville, MI, Summer 2008

West Shoreline

Correctional Facility
Muskegon, MI, Concurrent
Sunday p.m. Worship Service

Celebration Fellowship
Prison Church

Tonia, MI, Concurrent
Monday p.m. Worship Service
and Bible Study

Contact:
44 Taft Street
Zeeland, MI 49464
616-610-2844
rradmiraal@sbcglobal.net

Statement of Faith

Along with the saints throughout all ages and around the world, I believe
in the one true God of Heaven and earth. The one true God has made
himself known to us in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. Our triune God has revealed himself to us not only
in creation but also more clearly in His Word.

In the beginning, God painted an incredible masterpiece - creation. I
believe that God created the land, the sky, the sea, and all living things.
God'’s creation displays his beauty, power, and love. I believe that God
formed human beings in his image to care for creation with wisdom,
like benevolent kings. God is not only the origin of all things but also
the sustainer of all things. In His providence, our Father God supports
his good creation. More personally, my Father in Heaven continues to
provide for my family, sustaining us in good times and bad.

Enacting His plan of redemption, God sent His Son to become one of us.
I believe in Jesus Christ, my Savior and Lord. In Christ Jesus, I find my
true identity. I am a child of God saved by the grace of God through my
faith in Jesus Christ. In his eternal wisdom, God allows me to participate
with Christ in baptism. When I was plunged into the waters of baptism,
my old self was crucified with Christ. When I rose up from the waters, my
new self was resurrected into Life with Christ. I am convinced that Christ
is the victor over sin and death. I trust in Christ alone for my salvation.
Faithful to the will of the Father, Christ’s righteousness purifies me from
the contamination of my sin, placing me in right standing with God.

Before Jesus departed to be with the Father, he promised that he would
not abandon us. He promised us the presence of the Holy Spirit. I

believe in the Holy Spirit who inspires me to live daily for God. The Spirit
empowers me to grow as a follower of Jesus Christ. Rooted in the good soil
of God’s grace, I grow in the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. The Spirit
moves me to love God over all and to love my neighbor as myself.

I believe in Christ’s church, the gathered community of God’s elect.
None of us are called to be Christians alone. Instead, we live within a
fellowship of mutual encouragement and accountability. The Spirit
empowers us to faithfully pray and work as God’s Kingdom grows. In the
church, we are fed with a steady diet of God’s Word and nourished at
the Table of the Lord’s Supper. Together we wait with hope for the Day
when Christ returns to make all things new.

Rick Admiraal



Statement of Reason

After sensing the inward call of the Holy Spirit, I am led by God to
pursue full-time ministry within the church of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Now I wait patiently through God’s strength for the confirmation of that
inward call by the outward call of the church. Having been a member
of the Christian Reformed Church my entire life, I possess a profound
loyalty to the denomination. As a result, it is my desire and firm
conviction to become a Minister of the Word in the Christian Reformed
Church. I love Jesus Christ, the head of the church. In addition, I love
God’s people and want to serve the Body of Christ in humility. By his
gracious hand, God is shaping me to become a compassionate pastor
who is faithful to the Word of God. Overall, I pray that God will use my
gifts so that the church united in Christ Jesus may flourish. In all times
and in all places, may God be glorified.

Rick Admiraal



APPLICANT

Name: Joshua Amaezechi
Spouse: Kathryn

Age 44

Place of Birth: Owerri, Nigeria
Number of Children: Three

College Attended:
University of Nigeria, Nsukka
B.S., 1989

Seminary Attended:
Calvin Theological Seminary
M.Div., 2010

Mentored Ministry Internships:
Unity CRC, Prospect Park, NJ
2000 - 2003

Bridgeway Community Church
Haledon, NJ

2003 - 2005

Associate Pastor, 2005 - 2006

Providence Baptist Church,
Monrovia, Liberia
Summer 2008

Brookside CRC,

Grand Rapids, MI
Summer 2009

Outreach Coordinator
September 2009 — Present

Language: Ibo and English

Contact:
814 Prince St SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49507
616-826-3488
Jjamaeze8@calvinseminary.edu

FOR CANDIDACY 2010

Statement of Faith

I wholeheartedly consent to the words of the Apostles Creed and its
implications for the Christian witness in the world. This faith could

be seen from how God has affirmed my calling through historical
circumstances, counsel of the saints, ecclesiastical leadership and inward
witness of His Holy Spirit.

The story began before I was born. My parents told me that while my
mother was pregnant with me, there was a Prophetic utterance that I
had been called to apostolic ministry. I did not know what this meant
but in keeping with that word of prophecy, I was trained under my father
as Samuel trained under Eli. I slept in the church most of the nights.
Though, I did not hear the voice of God call me, I took my service in
the Kingdom very seriously such that by age 12, I had started leading
weekday early morning and evening services and had many of the
Psalms memorized. But my faith was badly shaken when my father fell
into polygamy. I stopped going to church. By the time I had finished my
undergraduate degree, I had become an unbeliever.

My renewed sense of calling began one day when I felt God’s presence in
a very special and unprecedented way. On this day, I experienced perfect
peace for about 10 minutes. While in this state, I could hear God’s spirit
speaking in my heart “the Kingdom of God is in you and with you”. Like
Peter during the transfiguration of the Lord, I desired to remain in this
state forever. But it was shortlived. After this experience, my faith in
Christ was rekindled. I remembered the prophetic words and longed for
the past life lived in the presence of God. I desired to go back to Church
and to live out my prophetic calling. But I saw a great danger in sexual sin
and hated the possibility of falling like my father. Consequently, I decided
to become a Catholic priest. I joined a catholic group called the Opus
Dei as a transitional step towards beginning my journey into Catholic
priesthood. This process was halted by my visit to the States in 1998.

On arrival to the States, I lived in Newark, New Jersey and my residence
was surrounded by over 20 churches within half a mile radius, including
the Redeemed Church of Christ where I was elected a preaching elder
(called Minister in their polity) in early 1999. Up to this point, I never
saw or heard of any church called CRC. The first CRC church that the
Lord led me to was Unity CRC, Prospect Park, NJ. Six years before my
arrival, my mother (Juliana but we call her Mama), overslept in a train
and ended up in Paterson. It was on this day that she saw this church,
which she recorded in her diary as Unity Church. My journey to the
CRC began one Sunday morning when Mama was going through this
diary and said “Unity Church” aloud. I sensed that that is the church we
are to go, but Mama had no further information about the church. The
only memory she recalls was that she did not meet the church service
but had lunch with the Pastor and his family (actually this turned out

to be the custodian — a puzzle resolved three years later, on the last
fellowship with the members at Unity before she returned to Nigeria).
On the first day that Mama and I went to Unity CRC, we spent over two
hours of driving looking for it - from one city to another. Having literally

*This candidate has been ordained in the CRC via Church Order Article 7, has now
completed all the requirements for the Article 6 candidacy process, and is eligible for call.



Statement of Faith (continued)

grown up in a church and having attended the nearest church all my
life, it was obviously God’s intervention that gave me the patience to
look for this church for over two hours. I felt like Abraham leaving the
land that he knew very well to the unknown land God was to show him.
There was a mutual joy that we shared with the congregation on arrival.
The members enfolded us and Rev. Paul De Vries began to mentor me.
I remember the February 13, 2000 when I became a member of Unity
CRC. The joy I felt was immeasurable. Since then I had forged some
good friendships that have not been broken by distance and the busyness
of life. I enjoy the diversity of worship and the theology of the CRC.
Having experienced different theologies in the past, my faith has at last
found a resting place in Christ as I experience the Reformed faith.

At Unity, my sense of calling was re-affirmed. The Elders at Unity
recommended me for Licensure to Exhort and after sustaining the
examination, I was licensed in September, 2000. Since then, I had
preached amongst a diversity of God’s people - Spanish, White, Black,
multi-racial. I have preached from New Jersey to Vermont, from U.S.
to Liberia and Liberia to Michigan — The word of the Lord had been
fulfilled. However, I am not saying “Now, let your servant depart in
Peace” because there is still work to be done in the Kingdom.

Also, my calling was re-affirmed when Elders at Unity CRC and Bridgeway
negotiated for me to transfer to Bridgeway to assist Rev. Andy Sytsma in
the rebirth of First CRC of Haledon and to understudy his work. After
three years of preaching and non formal pastoral internship under Rev.
Sytsma, I was recommended for Licensure as Minister of the Word by
Elders at Bridgeway and leaders at Classis Hackensack. Having sustained
the examinations for licensure into Ministry of the Word, I was ordained
Associate Pastor at Bridgeway Community Church in May, 2005.

My candidacy in CRC ministry is a response to God’s call. It has been
affirmed by different church elders, by classical committees, Synodical
Deputies and by a four year period of patient and painstaking study

at Calvin Theological Seminary. As the Lord continues to grow my
understanding of the Reformed theology, my love for the CRC has
continued to grow. Today, I am glad to testify that I love the CRC with all
of its strengths and all of its struggles, for in all of these Christ is working
out his good purposes for his church.

Rev. Joshua Amaezechi

Statement of Reason

My candidacy in CRC ministry is a response to God’s call. This calling
has been affirmed not only by the inward witness of the Holy Spirit but
also by other Saints, Church elders, Classical Committees, Synodical
Deputies; and by a four year period of patient and painstaking study at
Calvin Theological Seminary. Conclusively, I have found the CRC to be a
place to love, seek and to serve.

Rev. Joshua Amaezechi



APPLICANT

Name: Amanda Bakale

Spouse: Brian Bork

Age: 25

Place of Birth: Grand Rapids, MI

College Attended:
Trinity Christian College
B.A., 2006

Seminary Attended:
Calvin Theological Seminary
M.Div., 2010

Mentored Ministry Internships:
Westmount CRC, Strathroy, ON
Summer 2009

Facing Your Future
Summer 2007

Contact:
67 Ahrens Street West
Kitchener, ON N2H 4B8
Canada
519-497-8654
amandabcara@gmail.com

FOR CANDIDACY 2010

Statement of Faith

My journey of faith has been a movement from a private understanding
of one’s “personal relationship with Jesus” to an understanding of my
place in the whole Body of Christ. Raised in a small Baptist congregation,
the language of faith was singular and privatized. The Lord’s Supper
focused on one’s individual sins and the promise of individual salvation.
Creeds and confessions were suppressed in favor of extemporaneous
expression of one’s faith. Baptism was something you did when you felt
that you were ready. This emphasis on the individual, on my own ability
to believe, left me with fear - fear that my faith was not strong enough
and that I didn’t love God enough for him to love me back. My prayer
was always that I would not lose my faith. This is a heavy burden to bear
and does not leave much room for joy in the life of faith.

God lead me to Trinity Christian College where I first encountered
Reformed theology and the Christian Reformed Church. The theology
of my upbringing was challenged by the strength of the theology I
learned at Trinity. Through questioning, reading and prayer, I came to
see the beauty of God’s covenant promise so cherished by the Reformed
tradition. My faith was not a result of my own labor or earnest strivings,
but it was the free gift of God through Jesus Christ. I did not have to
worry about losing my faith and so losing God, because God held me to
himself and would never let go. In this way, Reformed theology liberated
me from a fearful relationship with God burdened with doubt and
anxiety and replaced it with a faith in a God who holds me in faithful
love.

Through my reading of the creeds and confessions, I also came to
understand my faith in relationship to the rest of God’s people. From
an individualized faith I entered into the life of faith shared by all those
held by the Triune God and shaped by word and sacrament. I went from
a private understanding of faith to a faith lived in community. I cannot
fully express the thrill I still feel whenever I say the Apostles’ Creed

with God’s people — my small voice joined with the strong chorus of the
Church Universal:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
and the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Thanks be to God.
Amanda C. Bakale



Statement of Reason

With joy and gratitude I am seeking ordination in the Christian
Reformed Church. I have long felt a calling to serve the church, but it
was not until my first year at seminary that I realized I would live out that
general calling in the specific work of the pastorate. Our ever-persistent
God has used the prompting and encouragement of family, friends,
mentors, and the church to nudge me toward ordained ministry. I am
honored and humbled by the calling and the task ahead. I look forward
to serving God’s people knowing that the God who calls is also the God
who equips us for the task.

Amanda C. Bakale



APPLICANT FOR CANDIDACY 2010

Name: Michael Bentley
Spouse: Stacy

Age: 38

Place of Birth: Lindsay, CA
Number of Children: Four

College Attended:
Hawkeye Institute
of Technology
Assoc.A., 1991

Seminaries Attended:
Mid-America
Reformed Seminary
M.Div., 2009

Calvin Theological Seminary
EPMC, 2009

Mentored Ministry Internships:
Trinity CRC,
Maryland Heights, MO
Summer 2007

Beacon Light CRC, Gary, IN
Summer 2008

Munster CRC, Munster, IN
June 2009 — March 2010

Contact:
1587 Joliet St.
Dyer, IN 46311
219-865-6156
m_bentley@sbcglobal.net

Statement of Faith

Without a doubt, I believe that I am an adopted son of the only true
living God.

My father-in-law (before he was my father-in-law) once asked me how I
believed this adoption occurred, especially since I was not raised in the
church. I offered up the standard promises from John 3:16, Romans
10:9-10 and 1 Corinthians 15: I fully believed that Jesus, as the Son of
God, had been given up to die as payment for my disobedience. Because
of this faith I am now God’s son, and because Jesus came back from

the dead, I will follow him in resurrection as well. Now, while all this is
scripturally correct, when my father-in-law-to-be pressed me further I
shrugged my shoulders and admitted that I didn’t truly know why the
Father, the Son and the Spirit made all this happen for me.

I suppose that’s the amazing miracle of being adopted by God. Having
faith in a crucified messiah has to be a gift because it’s not expected

— “foolishness” in the face of rational thought, Paul calls it. I suppose
that’s the miracle of faith that I confess with Paul in Romans 9, that
God’s mercy doesn’t depend on my desire or effort, but on God alone.
And, while I can’t explain how God can love beyond any height or depth
in creation, I can sing praises because he does. I can tell others that
his Word is true. I can present myself as a living sacrifice to a God who
doesn’t delight in sacrifices because he makes his own. It’s because this
God is so beyond my own thought and ability that I have a certainty to
my adoption. A certainty that acknowledges that I belong — body and
soul — to Jesus Christ who sacrificed himself for me.

So, fifteen years later I still can’t tell my father-in-law why God chose to
open my heart and graciously give me faith to accept Jesus’ sacrifice for my
salvation. I can, however, confess with the Church the truth of God found
in his natural and special revelation. I can testify with the Spirit in me that
I have a Father in heaven who works all things to my good. In childlike
faith I can live a life of gratitude to my heavenly Father for plucking me
out of a world of darkness and securing me in his Son’s kingdom.

Michael Bentley

Statement of Reason

I believe God has called me to parish ministry to preach his Gospel,
building up the Church and astounding sinners with his inconceivable,
death-defying love. After many years and through a few denominations,
God led me to the Christian Reformed Church and gave me a call to
ministry. It is in the CRCNA I hope to faithfully serve the God who
rescued and adopted me.

Michael Bentley









APPLICANT FOR CANDIDACY 2010

Name: Steven De Ruiter
Spouse: Tara

Age: 34

Place of Birth: Crestwood, IL

College Attended:
Calvin College
B.A., 1998

Seminary Attended:
Calvin Theological Seminary
M.Div., 2011

Mentored Ministry Internships:
Eastern Avenue CRC,
Grand Rapids, MI
Summer 2008

Eastern Avenue CRC,
Grand Rapids, MI
September 2009 — Present

Contact:
1311 Hope St SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616-246-9902
sderui@gmail.com

Statement of Faith
I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

God has no beginning and no end. God created the world and all that
inhabits this world because it pleased God to do so. God created human
beings in his Image and we are placed on this earth to glorify and enjoy
God forever. Humanity fell when yielding to the devil’s temptation to
distrust God and seek self-sufficiency by eating the fruit in the garden.
Humanity subsequently lived life in a fallen state and found itself in need
of a mediator to redeem humanity in order to bring us back into a right
relationship with God.

God chose a nation in Abraham in order to bring this mediator to

the world and to provide for humanity’s full redemption. God made

a Covenant with Abraham that all nations would be blessed through
him. God made a Covenant with David that from his seed God would
establish a Kingdom for Himself that will last forever. God promised a
New Covenant through the prophet Jeremiah that would be permanent,
lasting, and in which He would remember our sins no more.

Jesus Christ is the Redeemer promised in the Garden and foreshadowed
in the Covenants. Jesus Christ is God’s Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary. He is fully God and fully Human. Jesus Christ
lived a perfect and blameless life making him the only one who could
take on the punishment humanity deserves. Jesus Christ died on a cross
to fulfill the prophets and to take on our sins. Jesus Christ rose from the
dead defeating death forever, changing the world forever.

The Holy Spirit is with us now that Jesus has ascended. He comforts

us, guides us, and equips us.The Holy Spirit draws us to God so that we
might believe and so that we might be forgiven and have eternal life.
The Holy Spirit works through the Church so that the Church may
worship God in spirit and in truth, proclaim the Good News of salvation
in Jesus Christ, and bring justice to the poor

I believe all this is clearly taught through the Bible which is God’s
authoritative Word, historically true, and the guidebook for all of life.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, I am convinced that if you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved.

Steve De Ruiter



Statement of Reason

I am seeking ordination in the Christian Reformed Church as a minister
of the Word. I have typically described the discernment of my calling

in this way: After a long time of discerning whether or not to go into
ministry, the still small voice of the Spirit became a bullhorn in my ear.
My heart aches for the lost and I am seeking God’s direction on how he
can use me to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to those who do
not know him as their Lord and Savior. I believe God is calling me to
minister in the Christian Reformed Church because I am convinced that
the CRC’s theological and confessional convictions are clearly in line
with Scripture. I am dedicated to this denomination and pray that God
will use me to minister within it to further His Kingdom.

Steve De Reuiter



APPLICANT FOR CANDIDACY 2010

Name: Christopher W. de Winter
Spouse: Rachel

Age: 26

Place of Birth: Newmarket, ON

College Attended:
Redeemer University College
B.A., 2007

Seminary Attended:
Calvin Theological Seminary
M.Div., 2010

Mentored Ministry Internships:
LaGrave Ave CRC, Grand
Rapids, MI
Summer 2008

Maranatha CRC, York, ON
Summer 2009

Contact:
49 Turner Ct.
Bradford, ON L3Z 2W7
Canada
616-475-3796
cdewintO@calvinseminary.edu

Statement of Faith

I believe that the Bible is the word of God; it is the only authority on
matters of life, death, and salvation. I believe in the God who inspired
the Bible and has thereby revealed himself to us. This God, creator,
sustainer, and sovereign over all that he has made is one God in three
persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Though three, the external works
of God are always one. In this way, the eternal fellowship of the Triune
God is made known to us through his word, our lives, and the creation
around us.

I believe that God created the world around us good and for his

glory. Though it was not necessary he created human beings to live in
fellowship with him. He created human beings in his own image so that
they might participate in the continued creation and care of his world to
his glory.

I believe that humanity has rejected God and now lives in state of
sinfulness. I believe that this act has grave impact on the very creation
itself and that the whole creation groans under the weight of sin.
However, God in his sovereign wisdom and providential leading did not
allow his good creation to become entirely ruined. Though depravity
and sin are pervasive, elements of the normative good are still visible.
Because of this, humanity has a continued responsibility over creation as
its stewards — a vocation which we must be prudentially engaged in.

I believe that the only way to fellowship with this God is to be reconciled
with him through the death of his Son, the second person of the Trinity,
Jesus Christ. I believe that the grace of God extended to us in Christ, by
the Holy Spirit, is the single greatest gift and the only source of absolute
joy that any person can ever experience. This same joy becomes the
motivating force for a life of obedience and testimony.

I believe that Jesus, after his resurrection from the dead has ascended to
heaven and is sitting at the right hand of God — king over all creation.
Even though he left, he and the Father have sent to us the Holy Spirit who
lives in all believers. Because of his indwelling presence we are no more
distant from the Father and Son than our own heart is from our bodies.
The Holy Spirit provides for us the gifts and abilities necessary to live in
this word and enables us to communicate with God in prayer and worship.

I believe that the worshiping body of all those whom the Lord our God
has called is the church — over which Christ is the head. I believe that the
church is called to be a light in the darkness; a community of peace and
reconciliation; a community of openness and vulnerability; which strives
to show the world the only way to live and the only way to life: Jesus Christ.

All of these things I believe, not because I am able; but because God has
made me able.

Christopher de Winter



Statement of Reason

The first reason I am seeking candidacy in the Christian Reformed
Church is because I feel as though God has called me and gifted me

to be a Minister of Word and Sacrament. This call has been confirmed
time and again through various people and experiences over the past
many years as I have trained, been educated, and practiced different
types of ministries. This calling has been further incorporated in my life
as God has caused my love for his people, the church, and his creation
to grow. I believe that the only hope we have is found in the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and God has placed a charge on
my life to work with him in furthering the sanctification and Christian
maturation of his people as well as sharing the message of grace with the
communities surrounding us.

The second reason focuses on my commitment to the Christian
Reformed Church. The CRC has been my church home for my whole life
and has blessed me beyond words. One of our strengths is our growing
diversity — both theologically and culturally. Due to our fidelity to the
Reformed Confessions we are striving to be faithful to the word of God
in a manner that takes seriously our respective contexts and enables us to
manifest our Christian freedom in ways that seek to glorify God. After all,
it is his glory that we seek to raise and in doing so we find our joy.

Christopher de Winter



APPLICANT FOR CANDIDACY 2010

Name: Matthew Eenigenburg
Spouse: Carla

Age: 43

Place of Birth: Lansing, IL.
Number of Children: Four

Colleges Attended:
Governors State University,
University Park, IL
M.A., 1999

Trinity Christian College,
Palos Heights, IL
B.B.A., 1988

Kuyper College,

Grand Rapids, MI

Certificate in Christian Ministry,
1994

Seminaries Attended:
Bethel Theological Seminary,
Arden Hills, MN
M.Div., 2010

Calvin Theological Seminary
EPMC, 2009

Mentored Ministry Internships:
Williamsburg CRC,
Williamsburg, ON
Summer 2009

Faith CRC, New Brighton, MN
January 2008 — May 2008

Contact:
5414 Jackson Dr
Mounds View, MN 55112
612-554-9709
matte@faithcrcmn.org

Statement of Faith

St. Anselm said, “I do not seek to understand in order to believe, but to
believe in order to understand.” This phrase has become increasingly
more relevant for me at each step along my journey of faith. There have
been many unexpected twists and turns along the path. Some steps

have been pleasant and mainly stress-free while others have required
strenuous effort and appear quite unnecessary at the time. Yet, each step
has been important in my journey.

Despite the fact that throughout my childhood I was surrounded by
those who loved me, it wasn’t until college where the idea of a life-
saving loving relationship with God became reality. The Holy One and
Sovereign King of the universe loved me and wanted us to grow closer!
How could I have ever missed that before? Since my birth, God had
prepared me for this time where my head knowledge would become

a heartfelt reality. I had always known about God’s love but now I had
tasted it! This idea captured my soul and made me yearn for more.

When my wife and I married, my perception of true love grew even
more. The joy, the pain, the sacrifice, and laughter helped me see how
deeply God dearly loves me. God sent Jesus, his son, for me even before
I would ever love him. This unmerited and undeserved love that was
lavished upon me continues to humble me to this very day.

Even more, at the births of each of my four beautiful kids, God’s
awesome and irresistible grace totally overwhelmed me. Throughout
my years, he has led and blessed me beyond my wildest dreams. Despite
my selfish inconsistency, God has firmly committed himself to me and
has promised nothing but good for me. Even in my darkest hours, I am
reminded that God will never give up on me and will never abandon me
along the journey.

So, I continue along my journey of faith like all believers throughout
history. It has not always been clear to me where God has been leading
or what role I play in his plans. Sometimes it has seemed that God and

I weren’t even traveling on the same road. But at every step, God’s

Spirit has led me and has comforted my soul. Holy Scripture, the three
Ecumenical Creeds, and three Reformed Confessions of the CRCNA
have provided a great foundational framework for me along my path.
They are clear and timeless answers to a culture that desperately searches
for truth.

I'look forward to where God will take me in the journey ahead.

Matthew Eenigenburg



Statement of Reason

I seek to be everything that God has created and called me to be. I desire
to faithfully serve God in whatever capacity he leads. As an ordained
Minister of the Word in the CRC, I want to be an ambassador of
reconciliation that draws people to the truth and an agent of growth in
the spiritual lives of God’s people. Because of my humanity, I clearly have
a limited grasp of God’s future plans for me. However, I am confident
that in my saying “Here I am. Send me”, God will use me for his glory
and the advancement of his kingdom.

Matthew Eenigenburg



APPLICANT FOR CANDIDACY 2010

Name: Scott Elgersma
Spouse: Kristin

Age: 37

Place of Birth: Brockville, ON
Number of Children: Three

College Attended:
Calvin College
B.A., 1995

Seminary Attended:
Calvin Theological Seminary
M.Div., 2010

Mentored Ministry Internships:
Palos Heights CRC,
Palos Heights, IL
Summer 2008

1t CRC, Pella, Pella, IA
Summer 2009

15t CRC Visalia, Visalia, CA
Youth Pastor, 1995 — 2007

Christ Community CRC

Hayward, CA

Youth Pastor, 1994 — 1995
Contact:

220 Langlois Dr SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546
616-940-1433
usbelgersmas@sbcglobal.net

Statement of Faith

By God’s grace, I have been called by God to be a follower of Jesus
Christ. This calling is nothing from myself, but only through God’s work
in my life through the saving work of Christ. I believe that Christ lived
and died so that those who believe in Him could inherit eternal life
through his righteousness imparted to us.

Because of God’s work in my life, I assert these faith statements as
directive for my life.

God has done for me what I am incapable of doing and so I am
committed to live my life in abundant joy out of thankfulness for His
salvation.

God has given me his Word to direct my life and so I am committed to
being a lover of God’s Word who regularly reads it, meditates upon it,
prays it, and memorizes it.

God has given us the church to encourage those who know him and
seek those who do not. I will be an active participant in the church by
participating in corporate worship through singing, prayer, preaching
and using my gifts in any other fashion that glorifies God and edifies the
body.

God has convicted me of my sin and has given me the gift of freedom
through repentance. So I will engage in regular confession before God
and those that I have wronged. I will seek to deliver restitution to those I
have wronged and be patient and forgiving with those who have wronged
me.

God has given us the gift of prayer to communicate with him. It is both
an active speaking and listening habit. So I will be in relationship with
God through daily and continuous prayer. I will keep a prayer journal
that reflects different facets of prayer including intercession, confession,
adoration and thanksgiving.

God has given us the spiritual disciple of fasting wherein we understand
him as the satisfaction of our every need. Therefore, I will engage in
regular times of fasting with the goal of feasting on God and His Word
instead of the food, media, sex, or thing that I am fasting from.

God has given us this world to fill and have dominion over. I will
continue to explore God’s world and my place in it.

Scott Elgersma

Statement of Reason

I desire to become a candidate for ministry in the CRCNA with the
purpose of seeking a parish ministry position. I feel that God has

called me to serve a congregation as a lead pastor and my heritage

and love for the Christian Reformed Church draws me to serve this
denomination. My time in seminary has strengthened that commitment
and I look forward discovering more about God’s purpose for ministry
in His church.

Scott Elgersma



APPLICANT

Name: Christopher Fulkerson
Spouse: Christina

Age: 36

Place of Birth: Ventura, CA

College Attended:
Trinity Lutheran College
B.A., 1997

Seminaries Attended:
Fuller Seminary
M.Div., 2008

Calvin Theological Seminary
EPMC, 2010

Mentored Ministry Internships:
Mill Creek Foursquare, Mill
Creek, WA
September 2005 — June 2006

University Presbyterian Church
Seattle, WA
September 2006 — June 2007

Contact:
14728 44 Dr SE
Mill Creek, WA 98012
206-349-4454
fulkersonmccc@gmail.com

FOR CANDIDACY 2010

Statement of Faith

My life’s goal and greatest desire is to follow Christ, serve and love the
church, and be a part of God’s plan to reconcile the world to himself.
The Scriptures are the faithful guide for faith and life. A relationship
with God is best lived out in community and for this reason I have given
my life’s work to serving the church. I find myself thankful for God’s
intervention in my life and for bringing me into his family of faith, the
church. I find abundant life in living out a relationship with him and
modeling his sacrificial love towards my neighbors.

I believe in God, who is one, and yet three. God is a beautiful community
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God lovingly and graciously created all
things. His unceasing grace and faithfulness can be seen in his constant
sustaining of all that he has made, even us. God, in his infinite wisdom
and love, made human beings to bear his image. We were made to know
and be with God, and express his love to the world. Sadly, we have all
strayed from God and fallen into rebellion of him and his purposes for
our lives.

God, revealing his love, faithfulness and grace, has been bringing us
back into relationship with himself since the day humankind rebelled.
God does this out of his great love for us, knowing that it is only in a
right relationship of worship and communion with him that we will truly
experience life at its fullest. Because of his deep love and compassion for
our broken lives apart from him, God came to us in the person of Jesus
Christ, the Son. Jesus, modeled a perfect life for us, revealed God as a
loving father to us, and even gave his own life as a sacrifice for us. He has
saved us when no one and nothing else could.

In being brought into relationship with Christ through faith, we find a
loving savior who has embraced us and revealed to us how great God’s
love is. In Christ, we also find a faithful and true Lord, who is calling

us to follow him and allow him to direct our lives. God has given us the
Holy Spirit, to empower us and guide us in how to live in communion
with him. The Holy Spirit also teaches us how to show God’s love towards
our neighbors. It is through the power and direction of the Holy Spirit,
that the image of God in us is being restored. It is through his presence
that we experience the loving hand of God on our lives.

God is still reconciling people back into relationship with himself. He
has gathered these people together to live as a family of faith and to be a
reflection of the community that God experiences in the Trinity. These
people, these followers of Jesus, are the church. Each of us has been
given specific gifts and a calling to use those gifts to the benefit of the
Church and the world. Through faithfully encountering God in worship,
reaching out with God’s love to the world, and faithfully living out the
scriptures, we the church experience abundant life in relationship with
God together.

Chris Fulkerson



Statement of Reason

My purpose in life is to be in a relationship with God and to point
others back to communion with Him. God has brought me lovingly to
the Christian Reformed Church, and it is here that I gratefully call my
denominational home. I whole heartedly affirm the reformed faith and
its creeds as a true expression of scripture and gladly claim them as
mine. God, through my life and the community of faith, has affirmed
my gifts for leadership and ministry consistently over the past seventeen
years. I look forward to continuing to serve Him and His people in a
pastoral role. I am humbled that He has called me to be a pastor. I find
no better use of my gifts and passions then caring for and feeding of our
Lord’s people faithfully through His word, while teaching and modeling
for others a life spent with Him. It is for these reasons that I am seeking
candidacy in the Christian Reformed Church.

Christopher Fulkerson



APPLICANT FOR CANDIDACY 2010

Name: Aaron Greydanus

Spouse: Michelle

Age: 35

Place of Birth: Bozeman, Montana
Number of Children: Three

Colleges Attended:
Montana State University,
College of Technology
Certificate in Diesel
Technology, 1996

Reformed Bible College
B.S., 2005

Seminary Attended:
Calvin Theological Seminary
M.Div., 2010

Mentored Ministry Internships:
Pine Rest Christian
Mental Hospital
CPE Program,
Grand Rapids, MI
September 2007 — March 2008

Wayland CRC, Wayland, MI
June 2008 — June 2010

Contact:
c/o0 James Greydanus
1835 62" St
Fennville, MI 49408
616-481-6019
agreydanus@gmail.com

Statement of Faith

I believe God’s gift of true faith in me didn’t begin until I fully knew
myself, myself in relation to God, and who I am now in Jesus Christ. I was
raised in a Christian home and had knowledge about God and the Bible.
But, it wasn’t until I was confronted with God’s holiness and my own
sinfulness that I understood my need for the saving grace found only in
Jesus Christ. At that time, my head knowledge about God became a life
changing gift of faith rooted in my heart.

The youngest son of seven children, I have fond memories of my dad
showing me God’s wonderful creation as we worked on our family farm.
One time in particular I remember my dad holding a wild oat seed in

his hand. He told me to watch closely as he spit on the seed. As the seed
absorbed the moisture, it began to twist and turn and make every effort
to dig itself into my dad’s callused palm. Dad explained to me this is how
the seed plants itself deep into the fertile soil from which it would grow.
I remember this lesson because it opened my young eyes to see God’s
awesome creative nature in the seed of one of the most annoying weeds
we had on our farm. Later it would serve as an amazing picture of how
the Gospel takes root in the life of a believer. This is just one of the many
formative, sometimes rather tough lessons that I learned while growing
up on the farm.

Although my parents taught me the name of Jesus, who Jesus is, and

what Jesus did on the cross, I had to come to know and experience Jesus
Christ as my Savior on my own. I made a public profession of faith in
front of my church and God with some rather pragmatic expectations. I
expected to experience God. However, as I learned and now know, this
expectation was of my own foolish making. Yet, I don’t believe this fact
takes anything away from the commitment and words I said in front of
all those witnesses. It wasn’t until a number of years later when in one

of the darkest times in my life; I truly saw who I was—a wretched sinner.
During this time I found myself physically, emotionally, and spiritually
sick. I came face to face with my sin, and it was ugly. However, Jesus did
not leave me there. Living up to his loving character Jesus brought me to
a place where I experienced what I was in search of years before. There
in the darkest time of my life I experienced sheer joy in the assurance

of knowing that in Jesus I have complete forgiveness. From that time on
I remember how much more Lord’s Day 1 Q&A 1 from the Heidelberg
Catechism meant to me. I can stand anywhere and say I have comfort both
in life and in death because I belong, body and soul, to my faithful savior
Jesus Christ.

Knowing I belong to Jesus Christ helps me identify the work of the

Holy Spirit in my life. At the age of 17, I was diagnosed with, treated

for, and ultimately cured of testicular cancer. During this time I saw

the Holy Spirit work in countless ways in my life. To begin with, he
worked through the church’s prayer life as they prayed for my healing.
In addition, he worked through those that loved me to encourage me.
He worked through the doctors, nurses, and medications to ultimately
facilitate my full healing. Now, he is working through my life as I comfort
and encourage those who are suffering in similar ways.



Statement of Faith (continued)

The above is a brief synopsis of three shaping incidents. My life journey
is full of circumstances and lessons clearly demonstrating that God was
working to prepare me for the pastorate. It is clear my life journey is

not complete as God continues to work in and through me. As I follow
God’s call into parish ministry I look forward to equipping God’s people
for service in his Kingdom by preaching the Scriptures. My desire is to
preach so we can know our God the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit
accurately and respond appropriately as a church body out of gratitude
for his grace and love. As I follow God’s call in my life, I seek “to prepare
God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12-13 NIV).

As I reflect on God’s wonderful gift of true faith, my heart is moved to
joy. 1, joyfully, anticipate sharing these wonderful truths with all who
need Jesus Christ as I need him. My prayer is no matter where people
stand or what circumstances they face, they can come to say, “My only
comfort, in life and in death, is that I belong, body and soul, in life and
in death, to my faithful savior Jesus Christ...”

Aaron Greydanus

Statement of Reason

When I told my dad I believed God was calling me into some form of
ministry, he asked, “Do you know what you are getting yourself into?”

I didn’t have an answer. Later, God’s words for me were, “Dad, I have
no idea what I am getting myself into, but, God does.” I am seeking
candidacy because I am convinced, despite my imperfections, God has
gifted me and is calling me to love, serve, and shepherd in His Church.
I am convinced God is calling me to do this in the Christian Reformed
Church through ordained ministry. I am convinced God is calling me
internally through the working of the Holy Spirit. I am convinced God is
calling me externally through faithful Saints of His Church confirming
God’s gifts in me. I am seeking candidacy in the Christian Reformed
Church because I am convinced God knows best.

Aaron Greydanus





