 Aboriginal Day Responsive Reading 

Reader 1:
As followers of Jesus Christ
living in this world—
which some seek to control,
but which others view with despair—

we declare with joy and trust:
Our world belongs to God! (From Our World belongs to God 1.)

People:

1 The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, 
       the world, and all who live in it; 

 2 for he founded it upon the seas 
       and established it upon the waters (Psalm 24)

Reader 2: 

When your white children first came to this country, they did not come shouting the war cry and seeking to wrest this land from us. They told us they came as friends to smoke the pipe of peace; they sought our friendship; we became brothers. Their enemies were ours. At that time we were strong and powerful, while they were few and weak. But did we oppress them or wrong them? No! Time wore on and you have become a great people, whilst we have melted away like snow beneath an April sun, our strength is wasted, our countless warriors dead."  (Shinguacouse (Ojibwa Chief) 1849)

Reader 1: 

We grieve that the church
which shares one Spirit, one faith, one hope,
and spans all time, place, race, and language
has become a broken communion in a broken world.
We marvel that the Lord gathers the broken pieces
to do his work,
and that he blesses us still
with joy, new members,
and surprising evidences of unity.
We commit ourselves to seeking and expressing
the oneness of all who follow Jesus. (Our World Belongs to God 43.)

People:

9 All the nations you have made 
       will come and worship before you, O Lord; 
       they will bring glory to your name. 

 10 For you are great and do marvelous deeds; 
       you alone are God.  (Psalm 86)

Reader 2:

We call on governments to do public justice
and to protect the freedoms and rights
of individuals, groups, and institutions
so that each may freely do the tasks God gives. (Our World belongs to God 54)

Reader 1:

Because our world belongs to you, and because all people belong to you, we ask you, Lord, to come in power. Come with your healing, and make us healers, as well. 

All:

Amen. 

