Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem

A Service of Prayer for the People of the Middle East
THE APPROACH TO GOD

Call to Worship

Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
Amen.

I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’ 
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.’ 
For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, ‘Peace be within you.’ 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 








From Psalm 122

Hymn 

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God,
trusting in your gracious power to forgive our wrongs
and to heal both the wounds we suffer 
and the wounds we inflict on others, 
we confess our sin and the sin of this world.
From suspicion, pride, and fear
that stand in the way of reconciliation,

O Lord, deliver us. 

From self-righteousness that will not compromise, 
from selfishness that gains by the oppression of others,

O Lord, deliver us. 
From an insistence on promoting our own opinions

and refusing to listen to the voices of others, 

O Lord, deliver us. 

From an easy self-satisfaction with our own lives
and failure to see the suffering of others, 

O Lord, deliver us. 

From trusting in the weapons of war
and mistrusting the councils of peace,

O Lord, deliver us. 

From words and deeds that foster discord, prejudice, and hatred; 
from all that prevents the human family from fulfilling your promise of peace,

O Lord, deliver us. 
(The prayer may continue in silence.)

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Assurance of Pardon
Hear the Good News: 

The promise of the Gospel

is that all who turn from their sin

and trust in the Lord Jesus,

God will forgive.

This promise is for you, 

for your children, 

for all who are far away—

everyone whom God calls.  (from Acts 2:38-39)

Believe the good news and live in peace.

The Peace
As God’s forgiven people, 
let us lead lives worthy of the calling to which we have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.  (from Ephesians 4:1-3)
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all
 
And also with you. 



(The people may exchange the peace.)
THE WORD OF GOD
Prayer for Illumination

First Reading

Isaiah 2:1-5—Many nations say, “Let us go to the mountain of the 



Lord.” 
or Isaiah 66:10-13—God comforts Jerusalem.
Second Reading
Acts 2:1-12—Many religious Jews from every part of the world...



or Revelation 21:1-5a—The new Jerusalem, the holy city...



or Revelation 21:10-14, 22-27—The nations will walk by the light 



of the city.
Gospel Reading
Luke 13:31-35—Jerusalem, how often I have sought to gather you.



or Luke 19:41-45—Jesus weeps over Jerusalem.



or Luke 2:22-26—Jerusalem as a center of expectant prayer.
Sermon  

Prayer for Blessing on the Word
THE RESPONSE TO GOD
Hymn

Prayers of the People

Leader:
Gracious God,




you have promised through your prophets




that Jerusalem will be home to many peoples,




mother to many nations.



Hear our prayers that Jerusalem,



the city of your visitation,




may be for all—Jews, Christians, and Muslims—




a place to dwell with you




and to encounter one another in peace.



In the city of Jerusalem, 

People: 
Your will be done, O Lord, your kingdom come.
Leader:
Gracious God, 

for thousands of years you have guided your church

in the lands of the Middle East. 

We pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ 

in Israel, Palestine, Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and Iran. 

Sustain them with your loving presence in these fearful times;

empower them to be instruments of your peace 

and witnesses to your love.
In the life of your church throughout the lands of the Middle East, 

People:

Your will be done, O Lord, your kingdom come.

Leader:
Gracious God, 

you called Abraham and promised blessing 

to all the nations of the earth.  

We pray for all who claim Abraham as a model of faith—Jews, Christians, and Muslims. 

Grant them grace to learn from each others’ traditions, 

and courage to work together for reconciliation 

that they might learn to live together in peace.
In the lives of Jews, Christians, and Muslims, 

People:

Your will be done, O Lord, your kingdom come.
Leader:
Gracious God, 

you protected the holy family when they fled to Egypt for safety.

We pray for those who have been forced to leave their homelands,
who have had their homes and fields confiscated, 

or who are separated by walls and barriers. 

In the lives of all who have been displaced and made refugees,
People:

Your will be done, O Lord, your kingdom come.
Leader:
Gracious God, 

in the power of your Spirit 

you send out people to tell your good news and to share your love. 

We pray for men and women who have been called
to teach, preach, heal, and serve.

Save them from discouragement 

and make them glad and faithful witnesses
to the good news of your resurrection.
In the lives of those who minister in your name,
People:

Your will be done, O Lord, your kingdom come.
Leader:
Gracious God,

you promised your blessing to the peacemakers.

We pray for those who are working 
to heal the wounds of the past, 
overcome the barriers of fear and hatred,

and bring together those who are estranged.
Give them wisdom and patience; 

keep them safe in the midst of conflict.
In the lives of those who are working for peace,  

People:

Your will be done, O Lord, your kingdom come.
Leader:
Gracious God,

you are the ruler of all the peoples of the earth. 
Guide with your wisdom 
those who make decisions for the nations of the world.  
Save them from selfish ambition and lust for power. 

Stay the hand of those who would resort to violence.

Help them use their authority 

to work for justice and peace for all people.
Among nations of the world,

People:

Your will be done, O Lord, your kingdom come.
Leader:
Gracious God,




you sustain your Church,




the new and eternal Jerusalem,




by your loving presence.




As your Son journeyed to Jerusalem




to proclaim your kingdom




and to offer the gift of his life,




so guide us on our journey 
that we may offer ourselves to you

as holy and living sacrifices,

serving you faithfully and with joy.



In our lives, 

People: 
Your will be done, O Lord, your kingdom come.
Leader:
We pray together as Christ has taught us,  
Our Father…
Choir or Congregational Choral Response: “Your Will Be Done” (South Africa)
(Sing! A New Creation, #198) 

Charge and Benediction


Go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Closing Hymn 
Portions of this worship resource have been adapted from:

· “Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem,” a service developed by Churches for Middle East Peace (110 Maryland Ave., NE, Suite 311, Washington, DC 20002; Phone: (202) 543-1222; http://www.cmep.org/Toolkit/Worship_Resource.pdf.
· “The Resurrection Hope: Celebrating the Enduring Witness of Christianity in the Middle East through Worship,” a worship resource developed by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
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