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Developing world is poorer than we thought…
It’s a discouraging headline to read, especially for those of us working hard in the struggle to overcome extreme global poverty.  In late August, the World Bank released a new report titled “The developing world is poorer than we thought, but no less successful in the fight against poverty.”  The World Bank was able to revise estimates of the number of people living in poverty based on improved data regarding cost of living figures in developing regions.  The results were that there are about 400 million more people living in poverty than previously thought, revising a total estimate to 1.4 billion people (these are number based on 2004 figures).  The Bank revised the poverty level from one dollar a day, to one twenty-five a day.

However thin it may be, there is still a silver lining.  Though the numbers of people living in poverty are higher than we thought, the data also indicates that the total number of people living in poverty has been steadily decreasing each year.  Overall, the world has achieved about a 1% decrease in the number of poor each year.  According to the World Bank data, the world is on track to achieving the first Millennium Development Goal of cutting world poverty in half by 2015.  
There are great regional differences, however, in where poverty is decreasing.  Sub-Saharan Africa has seen no change in its poverty rate and by 2015 will hold about 1/3 of the world’s poor.  The percentage of poor descending into even more desperate poverty has also increased in sub-Saharan Africa.  Justin Lin, Chief Economist of the World Bank calls this “sobering news,” and stresses that “we must redouble our efforts,” to reduce poverty, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.

Paul Kortenhoven, a former CRC missionary to Sierra Leone, has posted some comments about the news coming out of the World Bank over at Justice Seekers.  You can read some of Paul’s thoughts and engage in conversation over the new numbers, how the current global food crisis is threatening to push more vulnerable people, and what sustainable, effective measures we can take at all levels of society to continue decreasing the numbers of those living in poverty.
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News Briefs

Micah Challenge USA appoints new national coordinator

The US campaign for the Micah Challenge, the global Christian movement that aims to increase Christian engagement with the poor and to overcome extreme poverty and hunger by 2015, has appointed a new national coordinator, Brian Swarts.

Mr. Swarts, who has a background in public policy and international development, is looking forward to his new role.  “Taking the national coordinator position at Micah Challenge USA is what I’ve been prepared for by working with both international and evangelical audiences,” Swarts says. “I want to see the US fulfill its commitment to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. The evangelical community in the US is known for its commitment to helping the poor and for its moral leadership. The Micah Challenge has a unique opportunity to move past denominational and political affiliations to hold our country accountable to its global commitments.”

The Christian Reformed Church has been deeply involved in the Micah Challenge, both in the US and in Canada (Synod 2004 endorsed the Micah Challenge), and many members and churches have committed themselves to the Challenge by signing the campaign’s Micah Call.

Your church has a great opportunity to get involved in the Micah Challenge on Micah Challenge Sunday, October 19.  Use this special Sunday to begin, renew, or continue a commitment to work for deepening your congregation’s engagement in global poverty issues and urging our leaders to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  Visit www.micahchallenge.ca in Canada, www.micahchallenge.us in the US, or the international campaign at www.micahchallenge.org for resources and info.

Sea to Sea comes to close, raises money, awareness

The CRC’s second coast to coast bicycle tour has finally come to a close.  On August 30th riders celebrated the end of an awareness and money-raising tour across the country that began in the state of Washington two months earlier on June 30th. 

Modeled after the 2005 Canadian coast-to-coast tour that celebrated one-hundred years of the Christian Reformed Church in Canada, this summer’s tour focused on the “cycle of poverty” – the complex causes that put and keep people in extreme poverty and hunger – and what all of us can do to break that cycle.  Through pledges, riders raised $2.1 million to help fund poverty-reduction programs.

You can read more about the tour, about the funds raised, view pictures, access rider blogs and more at www.seatosea.org.   
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Justice and Worship

This October and November offer lots of opportunities for your church to pursue justice.  Check out the following dates and see if your church will participate in one or more of these worship and action opportunities:

October 12-19 in Canada is a Week to End Poverty, supported by Kairos (a CRC in Canada partner), Micah Challenge (also a partner), Stand Up and the Make Poverty History campaign.  You can access a toolkit with articles, action ideas, and resources for worship here. 
October 19th is a special day for both the Micah Challenge and Bread for the World.  Bread for the World covenant churches and others may wish to celebrate Bread for the World Sunday.  You can order or download free worship resources that focus on the global food crisis, some issues to think about during an election year and more at www.bread.org.  That same Sunday is also Micah Challenge Sunday, and an opportunity for your congregation to pray and act for those affected by poverty and hunger.  Materials for your service are available at www.micahchallenge.us (US) and www.micahchallenge.ca (Canada).  Don’t get discouraged that these happen to fall on the same Sunday – there’s no reason why you couldn’t use the materials for either event on a Sunday of your choosing!  


CRWRC’s annual World Hunger Sunday campaign kicks off late October and World Hunger Sunday is November 2.  In the face of such a challenge as global poverty and hunger, we might be tempted to give up – and that’s just what CRWRC hopes you will do this year.  Check out their twist on “giving up” (hint: it’s not about throwing in the towel!) at www.crwrc.org.  You can download or order an 18-day family devotional that prepares your congregation for World Hunger Sunday.  A leader’s guide includes sermon help, children’s sermons, and litany suggestions, and bulletin inserts and covers are also available to order.

Later in November, your church might be interested in recognizing the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church, a day when churches around the world pray for Christians and Christian communities that face oppression and opposition.  IDOP falls on November 9, and information and materials are available at www.idop.ca and www.persecutedchurch.org. 

Restorative Justice Week - a time when churches remembers those in prison, victims and communities who were wronged, and what roll the church can play in bringing about healing – will take place November 16-23.  You can check out this link for more: http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/text/rj/rj2008/lett-eng.shtml. 
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Websites and Resources

Don’t forget to apply for the Green Congregation Grant sponsored by CRWRC and the OSJ!  This five-hundred dollar award will go to one church in the US and one in Canada that has demonstrated effective and replicable “greening” through education, lifestyle, and theological initiatives.  The application is super easy, so make sure you get over to www.crcjustice.org today to download, fill it out, and send it in!  (Just click on “green grant” for the application and an informational brochure.)  You never know, your church might receive $500 to continue its creation care work!
The stores would like us to remember just how many shopping days there are until Christmas, but Alternatives for Simple Living would like you to remember just whose birthday it is, anyway.  Alternatives, a Christian organization committed to helping Christians disengage from overly consumer-driven and “stuff”-oriented lifestyles, is once again offering their annual family devotional/resource guide, Whose Birthday is it, Anyway? We have lots of copies of the 2008 resource here at the OSJ and would love to give them out to any interested individuals, families, and churches – we can send plenty for member mailboxes, resources tables or small groups.  Just email Meghan at kraleym@crcna.org to obtain your copies (oh, and they’re free!)

Citizens for Public Justice have made available an Advocacy Toolkit for ordinary citizens who want to make a difference.  You can download the resource here (pdf, 30 pgs).  The toolkit covers such topics as developing an advocacy strategy, tips on how to create a relationship with policy-makers, how to write effective advocacy  letters, how to organize a public meeting, working with the media and much more.  Check it out!
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Action Opportunities

Your friendly coordinator for the Office of Social Justice in Canada (that’s Karen!) has passed along this link to a petition to Canadian leaders to generate a comprehensive poverty-reduction strategy.  The rationale according to the National Council on Welfare: “If there is no long-term vision, no plan, no one identified to lead or carry out the plan, no resources assigned and no measure of results, we will be mired in the consequences of poverty for generations to come.”
Supporters can sign a petition encouraging a national strategy to reduce poverty here, or simply learn more about the effort for a poverty reduction plan: http://www.tonymartin.ca/ECard/canada_needs_a_poverty_plan/ 
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Advocate Calendar

The International Day of Peace is September 21.  Check out information, resources and events surrounding this day here.

World leaders are coming together on September 25 for high-level talks to renew national commitments to achieve the eight, poverty-cutting Millennium Development Goals by 2015, and for setting out plans and next steps to achieve those goals.  We’ll include an update on these talks in our next issue.
Some interesting talks are coming up at Calvin College on September 30th.  Dr. John Baden, President of the Foundation for Research on Economics and the Environment will be giving two lectures.  At 3:30, he will present “Revelations and Institutions:  The theology and political economy of Hutterite and Mormon experiments with intentional communities” (North Hall B78) and at 7:30 will present “The Political Economy of Endangered Species” (Commons Lecture Hall.)
The Take and Eat Conference, October 3-5, will discuss and explore how growing, processing, and eating food are practical expressions of Christian discipleship and therefore can bring glory to God by supporting the care of creation and the care of people.  The conference takes place at Providence College and Seminary in Otterburne, Manitoba.  You can learn more about what’s on the docket and register here: http://prov.ca/Events/takeandeat.aspx (there’s a great discount for students).
Of course, you already know from our Justice and Worship section that Canada’s Week to End Poverty is October 12-19, Bread for the World Sunday and Micah Challenge Sunday are on October 19, the World Hunger Sunday campaign kicks off late October and is recognized on November 2, the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church is November 9, and Restorative Justice Week is November 16-23.
Those of you who have participated in Tents of Hope for Darfur will be interested to know that the national campaign will culminate in a weekend of awareness raising and advocacy for Darfur refugees on November 7-9.  The event will see painted Tents of Hope from around the country all gathered and posted on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.  Speakers and advocacy opportunities are all part of the scheduled events.  Check out www.tentsofhope.org to learn more or register your tent and group if you are interested in attending.
******************************************************************************************

Contact Us

Editor: Peter Vander Meulen
Canadian Issues Editor: Karen Bokma
Contributing Editor: Meghan Kraley
Managing Editor: Tracy Young
The Advocate is a publication of the Office of Social Justice and Hunger Action of the Christian Reformed Church in North America
Subscribe: subscribe-advocate@list.crcna.net
Unsubscribe: unsubscribe-advocate@list.crcna.net
Contact the OSJHA osjha@crcna.org with any subscription problems or questions, to receive the Advocate via regular post, or to submit your questions, comments, submissions, etc. regarding The Advocate.

Plug in.  Log on.  Do justice.

www.crcjustice.org. 

