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Gearing up for elections

As we come ever closer to elections in both Canada and the United States, we thought we would include some links and resources to help you as you mull over issues and decisions.  You’ll find these in our Websites and Resources section below.

Mike Hogeterp, Research and Communications Manager for the Committee for Contact with the Government, a ministry of the CRC in Canada, wrote up the following editorial that we think is helpful for Canadians and Americans alike.  This article was originally published in CCG’s Mobile Justice, an e-newlsetter we encourage you to check out.

***

For a few months now, the CCG has produced Mobile Justice. This is our modest attempt to cut through some of the noise and confusion with thoughtful dialogue on shalom—justice and peace. And we're excited to be working at this in the course of Election 2008. As usual, in this month's issue we've got articles on CCG's core issues of Peacebuilding and Aboriginal Justice. But you'll also find some citizenship action ideas in the form of questions for candidates. We hope the articles and ideas will be helpful as you seek justice and speak hope in this election.

Now to the noise: as it turns out, this is a topic I've been thinking a lot about lately. Election campaigns have plenty of it: in attack ads and in the too-easy sound-bytes intended for the next media hit. You and I can take small steps to filter through the noise by asking informed questions, and if need be, insisting on dialogue and real answers as voting citizens.

But filtering though the noise demands a reality check for ourselves, too. Politics inspires passions in many people, including Christians. Deep and pressing concerns about one urgent issue or another—family values, religious freedom, poverty reduction—sometimes characterize the way we think about voting. If we become one issue voters maybe we need to ask ourselves if we're hearing only one loud noise and forgetting something.

Citizenship is about living together with others in peace with justice, and that has profound implications for Christians. I think it means that we need to vote with the good of our neighbours—close, different and distant—in mind. So yes, be concerned about Afghanistan and religious freedom, but reflect on the importance of Aboriginal Justice, family values or poverty too. In a few words: consider justice for all as you vote. We encourage you to read on in this Mobile Justice. And, in the full spirit of justice for all, we're bringing you election buzz in Mobile Justice throughout the campaign.
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News Briefs

CRWRC signs interfaith statement for Gulf Coast recovery
More than 100 religious individuals and organizations, including CRWRC, released a statement in the wake of hurricanes Gustav and Ike that urges national leaders of both parties to pass policies that will rebuild public infrastructure, restore the environment, create more affordable housing, and more.

The groups declared that the hurricanes that ravaged the Coast have created a “moral crisis” that “demands a powerful response from people of faith.”  Nevertheless, the signers assert that the work of religious organizations and individuals is not enough on its own to restore and revitalize the broken communities of the Gulf Coast.  The federal government, they say, must fulfill its promises for Gulf Coast recovery.

“Our God is a God of justice, of humanity and of healing,” reads the statement, “and this moral injustice calls each of us to bold action in support of the common good.  We must act to justly rebuild communities, restore the Gulf Coast, and empower families to overcome the devastation they suffered in our nation’s worst natural disasters.”

Signers in addition to CRWRC include Richard Cizik of the National Association of Evangelicals and David Beckmann of Bread for the World.  See the whole statement here.
Good news in the fight against malaria

Global leaders announced that more than $3 billion will go to help end deaths from malaria at the 2008 Millennium Development Goals Malaria Summit in New York City.  The funding from the World Bank, the Global Fund and other donors will support a rapid implementation of the Global Malaria Action Plan, a multi-stage plan developed by more than 200 malaria experts that aims to drastically reduce malaria deaths by 2015.  You can learn more from the ONE Campaign. 

Letter to US Christians from the Global South
Evangelical leaders from the Global South sought to gain the ear of US Christians in a letter to the church in the US.  The writers give thanks for American “works of love” and for the spreading of the gospel, but send a strong word against silence on issues of injustice.

From the letter: “We have this against you, brothers and sisters, that along with this powerful announcing of the gospel, the Church from the United States has not also raised its voice in protest against the injustices that powerful governments and institutions are influencing on the global South…”

The letter goes on to encourage US Christians to challenge both presidential candidates and political leaders to lead the world in the work to cut extreme global poverty in half by 2015.  The entire letter can be found on the Micah Challenge USA website here. 

Micah’s challenge to the future president

As part of their response to the letter from the global South (see above), Micah Challenge USA supporters are calling on the next president of the United States to “renew our country’s promise to achieve the Millennium Development Goals,” and to “lead the world to halve extreme poverty by 2015.”

In a letter called “Micah’s Challenge to the Future President,” signers are asking that the next administration increase fairness in trade, expand debt cancellation to the world’s poorest nations, and to reform foreign aid to emphasize poverty reduction.  The letter also notes the current global food crisis that threatens to put another 50 million people into poverty.

The letter will be delivered to both candidates on October 19, Micah Sunday.  Those interested in signing on can visit the Micah Challenge USA website.
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Justice and Worship

Micah Sunday is October 19th and will be celebrated by Christians around the world.  We invite you to join in remembering the call of the prophet Micah to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.  The Christian Reformed Church is deeply involved in the Micah Challenge, and Micah Sunday is the perfect time to get your congregation involved.

You can find resources such as bible studies, prayer and other tools from Micah Challenge USA, as well as from Micah Challenge Canada.
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Websites and Resources
***
ELECTION SECTION!

CANADA:

An election toolkit from Make Poverty History: http://www.makepovertyhistory.ca/vote/kit/#online
CRC Canada partner KAIROS explores issues and their positions on climate change, indigenous rights, poverty and more: http://kairoscanada.org/e/times/electionResource08.asp
Citizens for Public Justice offer this election bulletin that explores four important issues to consider: http://action.web.ca/home/cpj/attach/CPJ-Election-Bulletin-2008.pdf
Canadian Council for International Cooperation, a coalition of anti-poverty and justice organizations, explore key issues to consider in the fight against poverty, hunger and injustice: http://www.ccic.ca/e/docs/002_policy_2008_election_platform.pdf
US:

Sojourners 2008 Election Guide http://www.sojo.net/index.cfm?action=action.VOP&item=VOP_download_form
Bread for the World links on the global hunger crisis, and the candidates’ responses to questions on hunger and poverty: http://www.breadfortheworld.net/ 
You can also compare the candidates’ statements to the ONE Campaign on hunger and poverty at ONE: www.onevote08.org 

Evangelicals for Social Action have compiled resources for reflection here:

http://esa-online.org/Display.asp?Page=FaithPolitics 
A non-partisan, non-profit fact-checking website that uncovers falsehoods, obfuscations and misleading statements in political ads, speeches, interviews and debates: www.factcheck.org 

***

LAST CALL! Don’t forget to apply for the Green Congregation Grant sponsored by CRWRC and the OSJ!  This five-hundred dollar award will go to one church in the US and one in Canada that has demonstrated effective and replicable “greening” through education, lifestyle, and theological initiatives.  The application is super easy, so make sure you get over to www.crcjustice.org today to download, fill it out, and send it in!  (Just click on “green grant” for the application and an informational brochure.)  You never know, your church might receive $500 to continue its creation care work! Deadline is Nov. 1st.
Get your copies of Whose, Birthday is it, Anyway?  This annual devotional and resources booklet is produced by Alternatives for Simple Living, a Christian organization committed to helping Christians disengage from overly consumer-driven and “stuff”-oriented lifestyles.  We have lots of copies of the 2008 resource here at the OSJ and would love to give them out to any interested individuals, families, and churches – we can send plenty for member mailboxes, resources tables or small groups.  Just email Meghan at kraleym@crcna.org to obtain your free copies.

Get an interesting behind the scenes take on the New York Millennium Development Goals conference in this Financial Times blog written by Bono and economist Jeffery Sachs: http://blogs.ft.com/mdg/ 
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Action Opportunities

A week of action for trade justice is October 12-19.  You can visit this website to learn more about trade justice, to locate an event near your community, for an education and resource guide, and various tools for worship services including liturgy and bulletin inserts.  Check it out here: www.tradeweek.org 

You can participate in the annual GuluWalk on October 25.  GuluWalk aims to raise funds and awareness for those affected by civil war in Uganda.  Recently, as many as 40,000 children had to travel from rural villages to sleep in the city of Gulu at night to avoid abduction by the Lord’s Resistance Army.  While this frightening commute seems to have stopped, the unrest has not.  More than 1.7 million people have been displaced to refugee camps, with limited access to clean water and where violence and disease are pervasive.  Funds raised by GuluWalkers goes to programs in Uganda that help war-affected children.  Learn more and to find a walk near you: http://www.wherewillyouwalk.com/   ******************************************************************************************

Advocate Calendar

Check out some fine singing at a benefit concert for Humanity for Prisoners.  CRC member Doug Tjapkes started the non-profit after a life-altering friendship with Maurice Carter, who served nearly 30 years in prison for a crime he did not commit.  After three months of freedom, Carter passed away.  You can learn more about HFP at www.humanityforprisoners.org. The concert will feature His Men, The Singing Crusaders Male Chorus, the Men of A-Chord, the James Family Singers, and recording artist Gary Matthews, on Saturday, October 11, 7:30 PM, Christ Memorial Church, Holland.  A free will offering will be taken for Humanity for Prisoners.
Bread for the World Sunday and Micah Challenge Sunday are on October 19, and you can find worship materials and more information at www.bread.org and www.micahchallenge.us and www.micahchallenge.ca respectively.

CRWRC’s World Hunger Sunday campaign kicks off late October and is recognized on November 2.  You can order or download materials, including a leaders and devotional guide at www.crwrc.org.  

The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church is November 9, and you can locate resources at www.idop.ca and www.persecutedchurch.org.  
Restorative Justice Week is November 16-23, resources available: 
http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/text/rj/rj2008/lett-eng.shtml. 
Those of you who have participated in Tents of Hope for Darfur will be interested to know that the national campaign will culminate in a weekend of awareness raising and advocacy for Darfur refugees on November 7-9.  The event will see painted Tents of Hope from around the country all gathered and posted on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.  Speakers and advocacy opportunities are all part of the scheduled events.  Check out www.tentsofhope.org to learn more or register your tent and group if you are interested in attending.
December 1st is World AIDS Day.  You can learn more about this global epidemic, and what you can do to take action at www.crcjustice.org (click “Issues”, then HIV/AIDS) or at CRWRC’s campaign site: www.embraceaids.org. 
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