
Ever wish you had a way to keep 
that great momentum going 
after a missions trip or confer-
ence? 

Are you passionate about justice 
and advocacy but sometimes 
feel like you’re the only one in 
your congregation who is? 

Does your church group need a 
forum to organize and reach out 
to others?

Enter CRC Justice Seekers, a new, online com-
munity for Christian Reformed folks to discuss, 
inform, and share their thoughts on justice with 
others in the denomination.

The Justice Seekers community was created to 
help individuals discuss issues that might be 
awkward or uncomfortable in a regular Sunday 
setting. 

It's to create community among isolated activ-
ists, inspire congregations and pastors with the 
work of others in the CRC, and raise awareness 
about how integral justice issues are to all types 
of ministry and outreach.

Once you create a profile on the website, you 
have the ability to befriend other CRC justice 
seekers and post content in a variety of for-
mats. 

If you have photos from a church event or mis-
sion trip, we want to see them! Instead of for-

warding the next justice video you find on You-
Tube, post it to CRC Justice Seekers.

If you're involved in a justice group through 
church, consider starting a group on Justice 
Seekers to advertise events or work your way 
through curricula. 

Those of us returning from learning or mission 
trips can keep in touch, post articles, and edu-
cate others. 

Specific justice issues, fan clubs for your favor-
ite field workers, book discussions - anything 
could be a good subject to create a group 
around. Let's get creative!

For a quick tutorial, or to brainstorm about the 
ways you can use CRC Justice Seekers, contact 
Meghan at kraleym@crcna.org.

To dive right in, just visit http://
justiceseekers.ning.com and see what others in 
the CRC are up to!
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THE ADVOCATE

Christian Reformed Office of Social Justice & Hunger Action

Canadians, check out the news blurb above about the progress of the Better Aid Bill, C-293.  Cana-
dian voices helped to push this bill along in the legislative process, and your voices are instrumental 
to keep the bill going.  Make Poverty History, the white band movement in Canada, (along with the 
Micah Challenge Canada), has made it easy for you to take action on this bill.  

Simply visit: http://www.makepovertyhistory.ca/e/betteraid/ for information on the bill, why it’s im-
portant, and the name and contact information for the person who needs to hear your voice.

A C T I O N  O P P O R T U N I T Y
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Post-electoral violence erupts in Kenya
The people of Kenya need your prayers as the country is 
threatened by outbreaks of violence following a tense 
presidential election.  

Charges of fraud and rigging by the opponent, Raila Od-
inga, and the threat of backlash from the incumbent 
President Mwai Kibaki have placed the East African na-
tion in danger of chaos.  

Nearly three-hundred people have already lost their lives 
in clashes, and many others are displaced in skirmishes.  
Kenya is home to several staff members of CRWRC, and 
a staff person of Partners Worldwide.  Additionally, two 
volunteers for World Missions had just arrived in Kenya 
as the unrest began, and arrangements are being made for their return to the United States. 

Please pray for the safety of the staff and volunteers, for the safety of the Kenyan people, and 
that peace will return to the country.  Updates on the situation can be found under the “Latest 
News” link at www.crwrc.org.

Small steps forward at climate change conference
December saw nearly two-hundred country representatives descend on the Indonesian island of 
Bali for the United Nations Climate Change Conference.  The purpose of the conference was to 
come to an agreement on how to follow-up the Kyoto Protocol, a previous climate conference 
treaty that bound signing countries to meet greenhouse gas emissions reductions.  

Of course, these agreements are not come by easily, and the Bali conference saw much dis-
agreement among rich and poor nations alike.  The United States and Canada, which are hesi-
tant about binding agreements and set emissions reduction numbers, could have blocked any 
final negotiations, but both nations allowed a weakened agreement to move forward.  The agree-
ment at Bali is the important first step on the way to a new climate change treaty by 2009.

Interestingly, the United States quickly shifted gears at the end of the conference, originally op-
posing demands put forward by developing countries on sharing green technologies.  After im-
passioned responses by poorer nations, including Papua New Guinea, which implored the US to 
either lead or get out of the way, the US reversed its position, allowing for a consensus to be 
made.

Better Aid Bill is one step closer to helping the poor
Canada’s Better Aid Bill (C-293) has been approved in its second reading in the Senate, thanks 
in large part to broad public support.  The bill, if put into action, would help programs that reduce 
poverty, take account of ideas and priorities of the poor, and provide measures for accountabil-
ity.  

Currently, the Better Aid Bill is waiting to be considered by the Senate Standing Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade; however, Senate is in recess until January 29, and rum-
blings of possible elections in February may disrupt the process of moving forward this important 
bill.  Canadians can make their voices heard once again by urging the chair of the Committee 
that will consider the Better Aid Bill.  Canada’s Make Poverty History (visit: 
www.makepovertyhistory.ca) has made it easy for you to take action.

CRCNA-Canada urges PM to develop poverty reduction strategy
Canadian Christian leaders encouraged the formation of a poverty task force in a recent letter to 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper.  The Canadian Council of Churches, which includes the Christian 
Reformed Church in North America-Canada, asked that the Canadian government take 
“immediate steps to develop and implement a national reduction strategy,” and called that a 
task force that includes people living in poverty, immigrants, and aboriginal peoples be created 
to set out such a strategy.  

You can read the entire letter to the PM here: http://www.ccc-cce.ca/english/home/2007/
nov26_2007.htm
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NE W S BR I EF S
J U S T I C E A N D
W O R S H I P

Christian Reformed World Missions’ 
Paul Kortenhoven was inspired to 
write a prayer on his way home from 
a conference with Arab Christians.  

Inspired by their suffering and his 
lack of it, he began to write.  What 
follows is just a portion of Paul’s 
prayer.  

If you’d like to read the whole thing, 
visit our new online community: 
http://justiceseekers.ning.com.  You 
can even post comments and 
reflections on Paul’s prayer there.

                  *    *    *    * 

Lord, may I always be a learner 
because I have so few answers 
and so many questions 

Show me 
a beggar today
so I may understand that your gifts 
are not only for me 

Put in front of my eyes 
suffering 
that I may feel but a touch 
of your compassion 

Acquaint me with sadness 
that I may better experience 
the sheer delight of joy 

Touch me with evil 
that I may flee 
from it 
and embrace goodness 

Take away my sight 
for an hour 
so I may appreciate 
that everyone 
you have made 
is beautiful 

Give me a taste of
bitterness 
so that I will seek the sweetness 
in your love

Read more of this prayer at http://
justiceseekers.ning.com
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Check out Fatal Transactions at www.fataltransactions.org.  This group is a network of non-
government organizations that believe Africa’s plentiful natural resources, like gold and diamonds, 
can be a source of growth and development instead of a vehicle for conflict.  The site collects informa-
tion on countries affected by these resources, and provides some action suggestions.

Ekklesia, at www.ekklesia.co.uk/home, is a UK think thank “that promotes transformative theological 
ideas in public life.”  Check out their site for resources on issues such as community life, social jus-
tice, peace and war, development and more.

Bread for the World Institute, the research arm of Bread for the World, 
has made its annual hunger report available.  This year’s report, Work-
ing Harder for Working Families, takes a closer look at American families 
who work hard at low-paying jobs, but are still struggling to get by.  

According to the BFW Institute, two-thirds of all children growing up in 
poverty in the United States have one or more working parents.  So what 
can be done to help these families?  Download the report today, at:

http://www.bread.org/learn/hunger-reports/

Hope for Children in Poverty: Profiles and Possibilities is a new book that 
looks at the problems causing poverty among children and the possible solutions that can help them.  
Edited by Ron Sider of Evangelicals for Social Action and Heidi Roland Unruh, Hope for Children in 
Poverty is available from booksellers like www.christianbook.com and www.amazon.com.

The ONE campaign has launched a great new website called On the Record, which catalogues the 
responses of the current Republican and Democratic presidential candidates on issues of extreme 
global poverty.  Each candidate has submitted a video response addressing their positions on how to 
address issues such as HIV/AIDS and foreign poverty policy.  

You can select candidates and compare their messages, and even use the “Candidate Tracker” fea-
ture to see if and when the candidates will be arriving near you.  Check out the site and the candi-
dates’ messages at: www.onevote08.org/ontherecord.  The ONE campaign is the non-partisan US 
movement to overcome poverty, and along with other white band groups like the Micah Challenge and 
Make Poverty History, works to reduce global poverty and hunger.

Calvin College is hosting the 
Faith & International Devel-
opment Conference from 
January 31-February 2.  

Topics include sustainable 
development, ecology, health 
care and more.  Plenary, 
breakout sessions and wor-
ship will engage and chal-
lenge participants on devel-
opment issues.  

Registration is $40.  Get all 
the details at: http://
www.calvin.edu/academic/
ids/conference/

On January 18 Redeemer 
University College is hosting 
its first ever conference on 
Faith and Social Justice.  Stu-
dents are encouraged to at-
tend this one day event (only 
$10!) to learn more about 
how their faith interacts with 
social justice.  The conference 
includes topics such as incar-
national living, missions, 
global HIV/AIDS and refugees.  
Non-students are also invited 
to attend ($40 for non-
students and $25 for stu-
dents outside of Redeemer).  
Get all the details and regis-
tration info at http://
www.redeemer.ca/students/

And yet another conference: 
March 28-29 is the Evangeli-
cals for Social Action confer-
ence, The Scandal of Evangeli-
cal Politics: Towards a Biblical 
Agenda, held at Palmer Theo-
logical Seminary in Wynne-
wood, PA.  

The conference keynotes and 
workshops will explore hot but-
ton political issues with the aim 
to help Christians to apply bibli-
cal values in the socio-political 
realm.  Learn more and register 
at: www.esa-online.org.
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