SPEECH IMPAIRMENT
The man you sat next to in church on Sunday smiled as he shook your hand, but for some reason he did not say anything.  Later, you saw him talking to his wife and noticed that he seemed to be gulping for each word.  This man, whom we will call Bob, has a severe stutter.

When Bob was a small boy starting to talk, he would fall over his words.  With his small baby voice it sounded like play, and his parents would laugh at how cute he was, not realizing what was happening.  As Bob continued to grow older, it became more difficult to understand him.  His parents were after him all the time to slow down and enunciate his words more carefully.  It was so hard for Bob because everyone was after him to talk plainer.  The harder he tried the worse his speech got.

Eventually people realized that Bob did have a problem he could not do anything about by himself.  He needed the help of a trained Speech Therapist in the area public schools.  Though these sessions were hard work, Bob enjoyed the "games" they played and the equipment they used to help reduce his stuttering.

School years were hard for Bob.  Even though he was very bright, his classmates treated him as if he were not.  They tried to imitate his stuttering and made fun of him when he tried to talk.  At first Bob used to run away in tears.  Later he learned to avoid the kids who teased him whenever he could.  When he could not get away from the teasing, he tried his best to ignore it.

Bob became very shy and had few friends, though the friends he had were loyal.  He enjoyed doing things with them and going places with them, but Bob could not talk to them on the phone.  That disappointed him.  Something about the phone made it impossible for Bob to even utter a sound.  During his high school years, this was utterly embarrassing for Bob.  He had to have someone else call his girlfriend to arrange a date.

One thing about Bob that surprises everyone is that he can sing beautifully without a flaw in enunciation.  Often this has lead people to misunderstand Bob's disability and criticize him for not working harder to talk correctly.  What they do not know is that one who stutters often can sing effortlessly.

Things are going better now for Bob, even though he still has a very severe stuttering problem.  After finishing college he established himself in a good job.  He has an understanding wife and children.  He involves himself in activities as he is able.  He speaks the best he can when situations demand it.  When it is too much of a strain to talk he resorts to using a special teletype machine.  This machine has a second display board which is turned towards his listeners.  They talk and he responds by typing.  Bob is able to use this machine over the telephone by means of the Relay System used by people with hearing and speech disabilities.

Discussion Questions on Speech Impairments:

1.
What should you do to help when you are listening to someone with a speech impairment?  Should you end the conversation as soon as possible?  Should you help by finishing sentences?

2.
What and how should you teach your children about their peers with speech impairments?

3.
How can you help people to realize that speech impairment does not mean mental impairment?

4.
What should you ask your church to do about people with speech impairments?

Suggestions:

1.
Patiently wait while they struggle to speak.  Pushing always makes it worse.

2.
Hear them out.  Do not try to play guessing games as to what you think they might be saying.  If you are wrong, they have to start over again.

3.
Teach your child the necessity of not teasing a peer who has a speech impairment.

4.
Remember that the ability or inability to speak is not a measure of intelligence.  There are many brilliant people who cannot utter a single word easily.

