EXTENSIVE DISABILITIES
The person you sat next to in church on Sunday is a member of a friendly, outgoing family.  All of the family members seem happy and busy.  They have all helped out at church in any way that they could.  Many people at church know that their son and brother is a resident at a local nursing home.  Yet few people are aware of how heavy a burden his illness has been and continues to be for his family and himself.

When this son, whom we will call Glen, was a teenager, he was doing all of the things that teenagers enjoy doing.  Then at 18, he developed a rare illness that caused deterioration to his eyesight and muscles.  Presently Glen, who is now in his twenties, is blind, unable to talk, unable to swallow (he is fed through stomach tubes), unable to hold his head up, unable to use his hands, and unable to move himself in bed, even to turn over.  Glen's hearing is good and he hears everything that goes on around him.  And he can think...his mind is normal.

To lose the capability of doing all the things one enjoys and to become dependent on other people, even to meet one's basic needs, causes anguish, grief and frustration.  Yet Glen, who was active in church prior to the onset of this disease brought glory to God through his illness.  Many people who were in touch with him while he was still able to converse with others were blessed by Glen's attitude and love for the Lord.

Glen's family experiences pain and grief as they see him suffer and are so unable to help him.  They are frustrated by their inability to care for him at home and by their need to have other people take care of him elsewhere.  Even the very best care never seems good enough.  It seems impossible that anyone could be as concerned about Glen's personal needs and comfort as is his own family.

Glen is never far from his family's minds.  They are continuously concerned for his well-being.  Any given moment could present a life threatening emergency.  Glen is very sick and has so little left, but his family still loves him very much.  They are trusting God to take care of Glen and to guide them as they try to provide for him.  They do not understand why their son and brother had to become ill, but they feel that his illness and his life are in God's hands.

Discussion Questions on Caring For People With Extensive Disabilities:

1.
Will sending a cheery card or note help or hinder them?

2.
What about visiting them when they seem to sleep most of the time?  Will they sense your presence and care?

3.
Should you ask their families about them often?  Is this a good way of letting them know you are truly concerned?  Do they need to talk about him or to get their minds onto something else?

4.
What should the church do for members and families like this?

Suggestions:

1.
Send these people cheery cards or notes.  They will be read to them, and their families will know someone cares.

2.
Visit them.  They seem to sleep most of the time, but even so, they may sense your presence and care.  Gently touch their hands, arms or faces and talk to them.  This might be the best thing they will experience the whole day.

3.
Ask their families about them and listen attentively to what they say.  This will let them know you are truly concerned.  They need to talk about them and to know you care.

