Date

(name of Member of Parliament), Member of Parliament 

House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6

Dear Mr/Ms (family name),

As a member of the Christian Reformed Church, which has long been involved in work with refugees, I am writing you regarding Bill C-11 (the bill on reforming Canada’s refugee system).
While Bill C-11 contains some good elements, such as a long-requested Refugee Appeal Division and a commitment to more timely hearings for refugees, there are also issues of great concern, particularly for refugees who make claims in Canada. These issues demand further clarification and consultation, so the end result is a refugee system that is just for all refugees. 
 A particular concern that I have with Bill C-11: 

· “Safe country” of origin. I am concerned that the word “safe” is not actually mentioned in the bill and instead the bill talks of “designated countries of origin.” Excluding the word safe is significant, as is the fact that the bill doesn’t mention the requirements by which a country may be designated. A country may be safe for most of its citizens, but not for all. The potential for a country to be named and placed on a list such as this, for either political or diplomatic reasons, is unacceptable. The designation of safe countries should not be used; rather refugee determination should occur on a case by case basis. 
Some concerns fall outside the scope of the bill. 

· Increase in number of refugees accepted. I am pleased that government has announced an increase in the number of refugees being resettled in Canada from overseas, yet am concerned that this increase is linked to the passage of the bill, but is not part of it. This increase should be instituted immediately, working to clear the immense overseas backlog, rather than waiting until the legislation is passed.  
· Not a comprehensive solution.  The Christian Reformed World Relief Committee works with churches and the government to sponsor refugees from overseas, many of whom have been living in refugee camps or urban centres for long periods, awaiting word on their status. Bill C-11 primarily addresses refugees who are already in Canada, not those overseas. Any bill that addresses half the system cannot solve the whole problem. 

I urge you to consider all of these concerns as further debate and consultation occur regarding Bill C-11. Broader consultation and collaboration with refugee advocates and experts can result in a refugee system that is just and fair for all refugees. 

Yours sincerely,
