
World Volleyball

A variation on a familiar game illustrating the inequalities between people and nations. 
Minimum number: 16 persons. 
Time: 30 minutes to an hour, depending on the number of groups. 
Materials: volleyball, volunteers to keep score and hold a string that serves as the net. 
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PROCESS 

• Divide the group into teams of equal numbers 

• Assign teams the following numbers and letters: 

	1 = Canada
2 = Indonesia
3 = Papua New Guinea
4 = Ethiopia
	A = Norway
B = Laos 
C = El Salvador 
D = Tanzania 


· Divide the tournament into the following brackets: 
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· In each bracket, have one game played at a time. Games are played to five points. 

· Offer a prize to first and second place. 

· Post the following RULES: 

1. Team A and Team 1 always determine the height of the net at each serve. They can hit the ball any amount of times and it can hit the floor without being out. 

2. Team B and Team 2 must hold hands and use their heads to hit the ball over the net. 

3. Team C and Team 3 must play the game on their knees. 

4. Team D and Team 4 must lay on their backs and use only their feet.

· After the tournament has concluded, invite reactions, questions, reflections on the experience. Ask them why they think there were different rules for each country. Ask them to list things that might put a country at an advantage or disadvantage (access to health care, education, safe water, food, jobs, etc.). Use the following facts to elaborate:
1. 1.3 billion people, 20% of the human family, live in absolute poverty with incomes of less than a dollar a day. World Bank 

2. 828 million people are hungry -- more than the population of the Western Hemisphere. FAO 

3. Children are most vulnerable. Of the 31,000 children under five who die each day in developing nations, half perish from hunger-related causes. That's one child dying for every breath we take. Grace at the Table 

4. Seven million people die from hunger-related causes annually. Famines account for only three percent of these deaths. The vast majority are caused by chronic under-nutrition. Bread for the World 

5. 36 million people, 13% of the U.S. population, fall below the official poverty line. U.S. Census 

6. One U.S. child in five lives in poverty. For children under age five, it is one in four. One in Four 

7. 11.3 million children in the U.S. are without health insurance. Children's Defense Fund 

8. The rate of child poverty in the U.S. is triple the average for other industrial nations. Grace at the Table  
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