Micah 6:1‑8

              

"The LORD's Requirement"

     Micah was a prophet who lived during the time of Isaiah and Hosea.  His prophecies were sometime between 750 and 686 B.C.  He prophesied to the people of Judah ‑‑‑ and to the 10 tribes of the North ‑‑‑ to Israel ‑‑‑ until fall of Samaria ‑‑ in 722 B.C.

     It was not a very bright time for Judah and Israel.  It was the time of coming judgment.  It was the time of a very dismal future ‑‑‑ and that was not God's fault.

     In the chapter before us this ‑‑‑ God has a complaint against His people because of the way people are being treated.  God calls the mountains and the foundations of the earth to be a witness to the complaint ‑‑‑ as He states his case against Israel.   It is a case that is out in the open.  We get to listen ‑‑‑ and learn ‑‑‑ what the LORD's requirement is of His people.

     We are going to think about the LORD's requirement ‑‑‑ and as we do so we will think about:

  I.  The LORD's relationship to His people

 II.  The LORD's disagreement with His people

III.  The LORD's demand for His people

  I.  The LORD's relationship to His people

      3 "My people, what have I done to you? How have I burdened you?

      Answer me.

      "My People"

     A.  The God of Creation ‑‑‑ is a foundational way that the

         Bible makes God known.  God is the Creator God.

        1)  Foundational ‑‑‑ we rightfully belong to the one who has

            made us.  He has the right to say how we are to live our

            lives

        2)  Ps. 33: "Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the

            people of the world revere him. For he spoke, and it came

            to be; he commanded, and it stood firm."

     B.  The God who delivered His people

        1)  "I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the

            land of slavery."

            God reminded the people of His goodness in leading them

            out of Egypt into the Promised Land.

           a)  You could have been like the Egyptians ‑‑‑ but the

               blood of the lamb was shed for you and placed on the

               door post.  Your sons lived.

        2)  "I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam."

           a)  Through Moses I gave you the Law

           b)  Through Aaron there was the priesthood ‑‑ so that you

               could come to me

           c)  Miriam ‑‑‑ remember her song of deliverance

        3)  "Remember your journey ‑‑‑ that you may know the acts of

            the LORD"

        4)  5 My people, remember what Balak king of Moab counseled

            and what Balaam son of Beor answered.

            Balak wanted to bring a curse on you, but I turned it into

            a blessing.

        5)  Remember from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know

            the righteous acts of the LORD."

           a)  Shittim, the Israelites' last campsite east of the

               Jordan River

           b)  Gilgal, the first encampment after the miraculous

               crossing of the Jordan River

        6)  All the of the redemptive actions of God

     C.  God is setting forth His relationship to His people

        1)  They belong to him by right of creation

        2)  They belong to him by right of redemption

        3)  Look at His care of them over the years

        4)  Look at His mercy and love that they have experienced

 II.  The LORD's disagreement with His people

     A.  Court room setting

        1)  Call in the witnesses

           a)  God calls the mountains as a witness to Israel's

               unfairness ‑‑‑ "Hear, O mountains, the LORD's

               accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the

               earth.  For the LORD has a case against his people; he is

               lodging a charge against Israel."

           b)  Something like ‑‑‑ the walls of a church council room

               ‑‑‑ listening to professions of faith ‑‑‑ and then

               years later reflecting on what the walls have heard ‑‑‑

               and the way a person is living.

        2)  Questioning  "My people, what have I done to you?  How

            have I burdened you?  Answer me."

           a)  They are tired of God

           b)  They are weary

           c)  They don't care to listen to God any more

               How does that show?

     B.  The Issues at hand

        1)  Their treatment of others

           a)  Micah 2:1,2, "Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those

               who plot evil on their beds!  At morning's light they

               carry it out because it is in their power to do it.

               They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take

               them."

           b)  3:1,2, "Listen, you leaders of Jacob, you rulers of the

               house of Israel.  Should you not know justice, you who

               hate good and love evil."

        2)  Their religious appearance

           a)  You come with burnt offerings

           b)  I am not pleased with that ‑‑‑ will not be pleased with

               thousands of offerings

           c)  Not please with your religious acts ‑‑‑ "Will the LORD

               be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand

               rivers of oil?"

           d)  God was looking for something different in His people

               than their ceremonies and offerings

        3)  Where is YOUR justice?  Where is YOUR mercy and love?

            Where is YOUR humility?

III.  The LORD's demand for His people

      "And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to

      love mercy and to walk humbly with your God."

      Requirement ‑‑‑ not an idea to share or think about

     A.  Act Justly

        1)  Justice ‑‑

           a)  Is concerned with what is right ‑‑ fair

           b)  What is in harmony with the law

           c)  But also by what makes for right relationships as well

               as harmony and peace.

           d)  Action   "Act Justly"

              1>  Not just in our thoughts

              2>  If there is no action with justice ‑‑‑ then there is

                  no justice

              3>  Justice for the unborn does not just come from

                  thinking about the sanctity of human life

              4>  Fairness for those who are in need does not just

                  come for thinking thoughts on how to be fair

        2)  2 Sam 8:15 David reigned over all Israel, doing what was

            just and right for all his people. (NIV)

        3)  Jesus ‑‑‑ Is 42:1  1 "Here is my servant, whom I uphold,

            my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on

            him and he will bring justice to the nations. 2 He will

            not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. 3

            A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he

            will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth

            justice" (NIV)

        4)  Prov 21:3 To do what is right and just is more acceptable

            to the LORD than sacrifice. (NIV)

        5)  People are like bruised reeds ‑‑‑ smoldering wicks ‑‑‑

            they need help

        6)  Just business deals

        7)  Just agreements ‑‑‑ fair ‑‑‑ not over demanding

        8)  Children

           a)  Treat other children fairly

           b)  Don't keep some boys and girls from games because they

               aren't as good as other players

           c)  Doing what is right

     B.  Love mercy

        1)  Hessed

            It is often found in association with the word `covenant'

            Covenant kindness

            Faithful kindness

           a)  A promised kindness

           b)  Not a feeling-based kindness ‑‑‑ that comes and goes

           c)  Not an emotional base

           d)  Not a convenience base

           e)  A committed kindness

        2)  God is merciful and full of loving kindness

        3)  Children

           a)  Be kind to others

           b)  If you know of a person in your class who is having a

               hard time with his or her work ‑‑‑ gets some bad grades

              1>  God hates it if you tease that person

              2>  God wants you to be kind to him or to her

              3>  A decision to be kind ‑‑‑ and then you follow

                  through with kind deeds

     C.  Walk humbly

        1)  A humble person is always willing to listen to another.

            We must always be willing to listen to God.

        2)  Walk with God

           a)  Where does God walk?  Where did Jesus walk?

           b)  He helps those in need

           c)  O.T. "Walk" is ones entire life

           d)  Living a life that is pleasing to the LORD

           e)  "O be careful little feet where you go"

           f)  Go where Jesus would go

        3)  God has shown us:

           a)  His justice

           b)  He loves mercy ‑‑‑ we experience his mercy

        4)  Walk with Him

           a)  Act Justly

           b)  Love Mercy

     D.  World Hunger Sunday

        1)  Are you in a special relationship with God?

           a)  Yes ‑‑‑ He created you

           b)  Has He also delivered you from sin?  Do you belong to

               Jesus Christ?  Is He your Savior ‑‑‑ And Master?

        2)  "And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and

            to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God."

        3)  What ACTIONS give evidence of this in your life?
