Feeding of the Five Thousand

Try to imagine having church outside.  Let’s pretend that everyone in this church – plus all the people from 10 more churches –  are all sitting outside on a hill, with their eyes glued to the preacher.  He is a terrific story teller, and everyone loves to listen to him.  They also bring sick people to him, and he makes them completely well.  What do you think was the name of this great preacher?  Jesus.

One day, people liked listening to Jesus so much, that they just stayed and stayed – way longer than we usually stay in church.  It started to get dark.  On top of that, they were getting hungry, because they had not had any lunch.  So the disciples suggested to Jesus: “Send the people home so that they can get supper.”  But Jesus said, “No, you give them something to eat.”  The disciples replied, “How can we do that?  We don’t have food, and we sure don’t have money to give to everyone so that they can go out and buy their own.”  Jesus told them: “Go see what you have.”  So they went around, asking people what they had to give.  All they found was one boy who had 5 buns and two fish.  

Did any of you bring your lunch?  (Answer is No.)  Did any of you bring a fish?  (Ask this if they brought their Peter Fish.  If the children saved money in other containers, ask “Did you bring something to share?”)  When the disciples found the boy with the fish and the buns, what did the boy do?  (Answer: He gave them to the disciples, who then gave them to Jesus.)  Right.  Then Jesus had everyone sit down on the grass, so it was like a huge picnic.  Jesus prayed, saying “Thank you, Father, for providing this good food.”  He started breaking the bread and fish into pieces and gave it to the disciples to pass around to the people.  And a most wonderful thing happened.  They kept on having enough bread and fish until everyone had something to eat.  Wasn’t that a wonderful miracle that Jesus did?

Today we remember that there are boys and girls, men and women all around the world who are hungry.  And you are like the little boy, in that you have brought Peter Fish (or something) to share with them.  The money you saved and put in your Peter Fish will help to make sure that boys and girls in other places have enough to eat, that they are healthy, and can go to school.  Thank you for sharing, and for helping the miracle of love come true for families all over the world.  (Ask the children to place their Peter Fish/offering in a designated basket/spot.)
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