
 
December 25, 2006 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
A blessed Christmas and peaceful  New Year to all our brothers and sisters in Christ!   
 
                                                                       CELEBRATING LOVE  

 

  

 

SCENE 2 

� ne month ago, on Nov. 21st 2006, 

Arlyn and I joyfully celebrated our 35th  
wedding anniversary at our home in Los 
Banos. With the thought of so many 
families in our hometown who suffered 
from Typhoon Milenyo, we decided to 
have an intimate and quiet celebration 
with just our children. It was also a 
delight to be surrounded by our 
grandchildren on our special day. We 
received a very meaningful gift from our 
children, which was a tiny resin model of 
a Christmas nativity scene, shown in the 
picture below. . . 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head. 
Bright stars in the sky look down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus  asleep on the hay. 

SCENE 1 PROVIDING RELIEF 
RESTORING HOPE 
Typhoon Milenyo Disaster Response 
 
As I gaze upon the nativity scene, my thoughts 
lingered on another sight (see Scene 2 below).  Is 
this a manger, too? No, it is actually a CRC  
church in Lalakay that withstood the floods and 
mudflow brought by typhoon Milenyo. The truth is, 
although they look so different, these two scenes 
have one thing in common: They are places where 
the Lord Jesus resides.   
 
Heartbreakingly, many houses around this church 
were completely washed out by mudflows.  
CRWRC knows that rebuilding houses where they 
once stood, comes with many challenges and 
cannot be done alone. With the help of CRCP 
Disaster Response Team (DRT), we assisted
more than 30 households in this community, by 
providing food packages and temporary shelter 
materials.  For the last three Sundays, attendance 
in the church tripled! God’s people cared for them 
in a very concrete way such that they saw Jesus 
in these acts. Now, they want to be part of a 
merciful and compassionate community where 
they have a safe place to stay and hope in the 
Lord. In the midst of trials after the storm, Christ’s 
light shine brightly. Because of Him, we have a lot
to be thankful for.  

 What a delight to be surrounded by our    
grandchildren on our special day!  

 The cattle are lowing,  the baby awakes  
But little  Lord Jesus,  no crying he makes… 
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