
Goodbye to the Doumas

At the end of June this year, the time came for us to say goodbye to Martin and Debbie Douma, our
long-term volunteers. They came in October 2003 with their three little daughters, leaving Martin's
dairy farm in his father's care in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Their home for the next two and a half years
became Ozd, a small village in the middle of Transylvania, where CRWRC partner Bonus Pastor owns
a 17th century castle and its surroundings. The castle's granary was renovated to give
place for a rehabilitation centre for addicts, and the barn was reconstructed to host
a dairy farm which would contribute funds for the rehabilitation centre. Martin
came to help in the establishment of this farm.

We asked Magdó Sándor, Bonus Pastor's director, what the Doumas' presence
meant to their foundation.

"The presence of the Doumas in Ozd was a great blessing for Bonus Pastor.
From the perspective of the farm: they arrived shortly after the first steps of
the barn's reconstruction were made and the first animals were purchased.
Since that moment everything in the farm's development was done with
Martin's guidance and help, and now we have an almost-fifty herd and a
functioning farm. We couldn't have done this without Martin. The current
farm manager, Ferenc Mihály, learned basically everything from Martin.

For me personally it was amazing to see a family moving to a small village
at the other end of the word, a very-very different, much less developed
place compared to their home, speaking a different language. The children
went to a local kindergarten and school... We have also spent some time
together outside of work, as families. It was good to see their willingness to
help, their patience and their friendship. I can't consider their presence other
than God's gift for all of us."

We hope that God would continue to be with them in the process of read-
justing to their home environment, and He would lead them as they are search-
ing His will for the next field where they go to serve for His glory!
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from the first
day until

now” 

Philippians
1:3-5

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all
of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that He
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until
the day of Christ Jesus. - Philippians 1:3-6

Dear friends and partners in ministry! I am glad that once again we
have the opportunity to share with you a few thoughts about the min-
istry in which you and us are partners in Romania. The prayer Paul had
for the believers in Philippi resonates with our prayers for you. In this partnership with you - for with-
out you we would not be here doing the things that we are doing - we feel blessed and enriched by the
opportunity to serve the Lord in Romania. And we pray and trust that you feel blessed and encouraged
by your role in praying for us and with us, and supporting us financially. Even more blessed we are
when God allows the opportunity for you to physically join us and minister together in our commu-
nities. It is such a joyous and yet a deeply overwhelming experience when you can come and share
with us and join hands with us and our local partners in alleviating the suffering and poverty of the
people here. And we know that such an experience is a rich source of blessing for you as well! Over
the years many, many sisters and brothers have come and done that - THANK YOU! Keep it up! :-)
God is working ... in us and through us, and also through you, our local partners, the people in our
communities and the CRWRC staff! May His Kingdom come, His will be done!
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Farewell:
"To serve the Lord in the
best way" - this is Bianca
Rusu's motto in life. Her
presence in CRWRC
Romania, as consultant, for
the last three years inspired
all of us. Her desire to do
her job in a professional
manner encouraged us to
follow her example.  Thank
you Bianca, for your pres-
ence, dedication and hard work. God bless you!

Romanian Spring Adventure
To spend 10 days traveling 2300 km through the beautiful country of
Romania this May was truly an adventure, an education, and a privi-
lege. From the green plains surrounding the city of Bucharest we
traveled north into the rolling foothills of Suceava. Rural villages,
nestled in the valleys, were surrounded by meadows on which flocks
and herds peacefully grazed. The majestic snow-capped peaks of the
Southern Carpathians left us breathless and in awe of God's creative
handiwork. 
Romania is a country that has suffered much: two world wars and 45
years under a communist dictatorship have left deep and obvious
scars. In this setting CRWRC has been partnering with organizations
which address the needs of the elderly, the uneducated, the addicted, the crises pregnancy and the desperately poor.
We visited numerous partner organizations mostly in Transylvania and a former partner in Bucharest. We also met
new church plants and visited homes that had been repaired with the help of CRWRC grants following flooding
last year.
We were impressed by the poverty we witnessed but also by the hope of renewal and transformation. We pledged
to pray for the Romanian CRWRC team and their partners: God is able to multiply His servants' efforts into life
giving ministry, which can bring lasting change.

Prayer:
l CRWRC Romania Partners' Assembly will take place
in October. The focus will be on Church Based
Community Development. Pray for speakers and parti-
cipants - to be led by the Holy Spirit in His way.
l For CRWRC - that God will provide resources in
order to minister to the basic needs of poor communities
and to give a good testimony of the Christian life.
l Pray for our partners - wisdom and understanding
to implement their plans and make a difference in the
communities they work in.
l Pray for progress in comunicating with the churches
in and around Bucharest - CBCD survey follow-up

“Wholistic community transformation, based on biblical principles.”
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Thank you all for your prayers and support! God bless you!

Last fall I learned about Results Based Management (RBM) concepts with the help of a metaphor (see picture
nr.1). The image conveys the following idea: the splash covers a small area, as compared to the ripple - this sug-
gests that an activity and its outputs involve a relatively limited number of people, but just as the splash becomes
a ripple, the influence of the activity and its output has an impact beyond the initial group of participants. 
Why am I telling you all this? Because this has happened with the CCD training. It was designed as an answer to
CRWRC Romania's endeavor to find compatible partners in Romania, while also training new staff and existing
partners so we can all serve the communities we are working with better. So our splash meant 16 trained partici-
pants belonging to 8 NGOs and 2 churches. But the ripple went well beyond our expectations:

- 2 potential partners,
- trained staff of CRWRC and partners
- the starting point of a network of Christian ministries involved in community development
- a model to be replicated in other areas of the country
- professional growth of the facilitators
- two participants and one trainer invited by the state or private university to speak about wholistic

community development 
- … and God knows where the ripple ends

Above all, what I have appreciated a lot was the challenge to face new perspectives, to change our mentalities,
to pay more attention to the others, to be more flexible, more loving, more Christ like… 

Magda Radu

Grace & Natasha Deunk
Gerry Bruins

Lucian Lita

Bianca Rusu
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