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“I will sing 
of the

LORD’s
great love 
forever;

with my
mouth 

I will  make
your

faithfulness
known

through  all
generations.”

Psalm 89:1

Diakonia: 
God blesses weak beginnings!
It has been a challenging year for Diakonia. On
one hand, some sponsors decided to stop funding
their programs. Moreover, two of their employees
resigned. On the other hand, there were children
looking forward to the educational program and
patients waiting to be treated in both the Mera 
clinic and elder care program.
The community development program is progress-

ing from the first meeting in June, with 10
people actively involved with planning
community events and looking into 
business opportunities.
Today we can celebrate together the fruits
of their work: 20 children registered in
the educational program this year, over
70 patients who are receiving good care

on a regular basis from the medical programs, and
10 people willing to join their efforts and gifts for
the benefit of the community of Mera.

Righteousness and justice are the
foundation of Your throne; Mercy and
truth go before Your face. Blessed is
the people that know the joyful sound:
they shall walk, O LORD, in the light
of Your countenance. In Your name
shall they rejoice all the day: and in

Your righteousness shall they be exalted. For You are
the glory of their strength: and in Your favor our horn
shall be exalted. For the LORD is our defense; and the
Holy One of Israel is our king.” (Ps 89:14-18)

Ema, our new editor, has chosen Psalm 89 as the lead-
ing Bible text for our newsletter. It is a Psalm with a
powerful message. It talks about God's faithfulness,
His greatness and His mighty strength. It reminds us of
the solid, unchangeable foundations on which His
Kingdom is built upon: righteousness and justice. It
speaks about the direct relationship God has with His
anointed one.

This Psalm reflects on the blessings that Israel had but
lost because of their sins. To the author, it appeared as
if God had broken His own promises. Today, looking
back through history, we can testify that God never
broke His promise. In Jesus all these promises were
fulfilled (Luke 1:32, 33). 

How comforting to know that we, as followers of
Christ, can have a personal and direct relationship with
this almighty God. In times such as these, when there
seem to be no solid, true values to form the founda-
tions of individual and social life, we
are encouraged to testify, to share, to
sing of God's mercy and faithfulness
and to proclaim and carry out His right-
eousness and justice to and before all
generations: young and old, women and
men, from East to West, from North to
South. It is a personal responsibility - “with my mouth
will I make your faithfulness known!” May the Lord
enable us to use every opportunity we have to do so -
all to His glory!
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munity Participation and Include Community Organi-
zation;
- Training the Three Administrative/Management
Levels in community development;
- Beginning the Work, Developing the Commu-
nity/Agency Contract and Withdrawing from the
Community;
- Selection, Election and Training of Community Leaders.
We had a great and blessed time! Our staff had to
study-teach-learn-exer-
cise and apply many
things which we believe
will be for the benefit of
the work and the
Kingdom of God!

CRWRC is a learning and constantly developing
organization and that is shown in the number and qual-
ity of the trainings that we have. 
In this regard, CRWRC Romania has a good plan for
the current fiscal year for training staff in the area of
community development: every other month we have
a one or two day training for all CRWRC Romania
staff on topics selected from the CRWRC CORE learn-
ing system. The system is designed to increase the
overall levels of knowledge and expertise in christian
community development (CCD) as well as to encour-
age interaction for CRWRC staff and its partners.
The first two training days (October 28&29) covered
the following topics:
- Community Development Should be Locally
Controlled, Be People Centered, Involve Com-

“...known
through all
generations”
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Bonus PastorFoundation:
Positive changes in Ozd!
As CRWRC Romania is going through this transi-
tion time with partners from organizational deve-
lopment to integrated community development, the
work with Bonus Pastor Foundation has become
very interesting. Our CRWRC staff has less in-
volvement in the general organizational area and
is   focusing more on the program in the region of
Ozd.
One strength is the success of the Dairy Farm
(currently led by Martin Douma) which is crucial
in this process. We emphasize working with local
people (formal leaders and 'simple'farmers)
which is an incredible opportunity and challenge.
By God’s grace things are happening. It is true
there are times when this seems to be slow but we
are not the ones to know the times…We give
thanks for all those who are   involved in this
development process. Please pray for continued
strength and encouragement for them!
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When the justice coordinator talked to them and offered
her assistance, they were reluctant because they didn’t
trust her. Eventually they decided to accept her help and
together they followed the first steps of the regular pro-
cedure. Unable to write or read, the coordinator had to
write all applications, declarations and so on while the
family’s fingerprints were taken (to certify that they
adhere to the content of those documents).
They encountered the most painful experience through
this whole process at the police station. Police officers
didn't believe them when they said that 5 years ago
someone had offered to help them and had taken their
documents and money but nothing had happened since
then. Moreover, police officers accused them of lying. 
After long hours and lots of effort, the documents were
finally registered. "As a social worker, working in the
village for over a year I've met at least 5 people that had
the same story. For those who have succeeded in getting
their birth certificates back, the ID cards have already
been issued. I  hope that soon this family will start hav-
ing a legal life and identity, having legal jobs, applying
for legal social aid, and having legal (registered) chil-
dren. Now, and only now, after so many years they final-
ly have a chance." 

“ We en vision a jus t and economicall y st able socie ty in whic h people lead healt h y, mor al
liv es, and liv e t oget her in hope as God’ s community .”

Hope born again …
It's hard to believe that
there can be a better
future for you and your
family when you don't
have an ID and yet,
wherever you go (to reg-
ister for a vocational
course, to apply for a
job, to request social aid

or pension…) you are asked to show your ID.
Determined not to lose their hope, a family with four
children (ages 16, 17, 21, 23) but no IDs, started to
dig out solutions for their situation. They were so
happy when a policeman came one day to ask for
papers needed to obtain an ID. He promised them
and other people from the village that their IDs will
be sent to their homes. Five years have passed, and
none of the people received their ID card. Besides,
some of them lost their birth certificates (given to
the policeman) and some money (they had to pay for
some fees).
After 5 years this particular family eventually suc-
ceeded to recover their birth certificates. But not
their hope.

"This is my prayer for you...that you may know how
deep, how high is the Father's love for you and He will
always see you through!"
These are the words of a song that I
like very much and I know that it was
only by the Lord's great lovethat I got
the job at CRWRC. I thank Him for
leading my steps toward this Ministry
and helping me, Emanuela Gusa(25
years old), choose His way, on
November the 1st, 2004 when I was
hired as RD & PR coordinator!
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From our new Admin Assistant:
It is a great joy and blessing to
work with those that love and
serve the Lord. My name is
Magda Radu(32 years old), I am
married and I have two children:
Abby and Seby.
I thank Him that I can be part of

this wonderful team. I ask the Lord to give me strength
and wisdom in the work He entrusted me with.
"I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart, I will tell
of all your wonders."  Psalm. 9:1

Prayer:
* For the new government and president of Romania - wisdom,
integrity and ability to do what is right and good for this coun-
try.
* For our team - guidance, wisdom and agility to implement the
ministry that is ahead of us in the best way possible.

* For our partners - wisdom and strength to act
in a way that is empowering and energising for
the communities and their people.
* For CRWRC - that God will provide enough
resources for the ministry that is at hand and
wisdom for being good stewards.
* For the participants at the Romania Discovery
Tour in May.

Welcome:
On December 19th at 8:15 am
HANA CAITLIN was born to
Gabi and Angela.   She weighed 7
lbs. 4 oz. (about 3.2 Kg). By
God's grace, both Hana and
Angela are well! Hana is very
cute. Peter & David love their
little sister. Thank you all for
your prayers for us! It has been a
beautiful time so far - the adven-
tur e continues!

Praise:
* For God’s continued love and grace in every-
day life for us, our families and the communi-
ties we work with!
* For the two new staff the Lord has brought to
our team - see articles above.
* For continued work and impact of
the ministry  in the communities.
* For the distribution on time to
over 5,000 children and their fami-
lies of the gifts of love, Bibles and
Christian literature through the
Kits 4 Kids project. Thank you!

Farewell: 
After serving the Lord in
Romania through CRWRC for 6
years, the Dykemas have decid-
ed that it is time for them as a
family to return to the US (for
a while, at least). Thank you
Tim for your warmth, friend-
ship, dedication and profession-

alism through all these years. May the Lord
continue to bless you and make you a light
wherever you go!

”...the
Lord’s great

love...”

Bianca Rusu
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