
       Ready or not here we come….When 
I turned the calendar to the month of 
May, my heart skipped a beat as I real-
ized that we would be seeing Anna soon. 
We are definitely counting the days 
until we see her That is very exciting 
but then the reality set in that there is 
much to do before we head out on a jet 
plane toward the U.S.  
       We arrive on May 29th at 1:08 on 
United into Boise, Idaho. We will leave 
here on the 28th travel through Ja-
karta, Singapore, Shanghai, San Fran-
cisco and then finally Boise. As usual I 
can’t say that any of us are looking for-
ward to the long plane ride, but it will 
be well worth it to see Anna and every-
one else so soon.  
       We will be sharing about our minis-
try at a luncheon on June 8 at Cole 
Community Church, 12:00-2:00. Lunch 
will be served and donations accepted 
to help with the cost of the lunch. We 
hope that you will be able to join us and 

hear about what the Lord has been doing 
over the past 2 years. It seems these 
two years have been very full and busy 
but we continue to learn new things and 
be in awe of God’s provision for us.  
 
Prayer Needs- 
• Reliable car during our time in the U.S. 

We really only need a car for about 7 
weeks while we are in Boise and to be 
able to travel to Hailey. We will be in 
Arizona for the last 2 weeks of July. 

• Support Raising—As usual over the 
past two years our monthly support has 
declined and  so we are in need of rais-
ing more. Please pray that God will 
raise up the right people to be a part 
of our ministry here.  

• We also are so thankful for the many 
supporters that have continued to sup-
port. Some of you have been with us 
since we first embarked on this over-
seas journey 17 years ago. Again...we 
are amazed at God’s provision!  

Off to America for Luke, Nick & Laura        

Nick Update 
With all the meetings and traveling that 
pervade my schedule, the heavy breathing 
of the beast of burnout sometimes lurks 
near. Then the word comes alive for me in 
the life of a friend and I become refreshed. 
Here small piece of my friend, Pastor 
Melky's story that, among many other sto-
ries that I hope to share with you this sum-
mer during our homeleave, has helped to 
restore my soul... 
  
Melky is a pastor of a small congregation on 
the island of Sumba. He is also the a board 
member of P3H, the local Indonesian organi-
zation that I partner with to equip the 
church for wholistic ministry, and he has a 
heart for helping the poorest farmers in his 
community.  Most of the farmers of Pastor 
Melky's village of Wanokaka earn less than a 
dollar a day and Pastor Melky has been try-
ing to help them increase their income 

through a small irrigation project. With a lit-
tle financial help Pastor Melky started the 
project with five pumps. These five pumps 
combined with resources from the community, 
has helped 25 families go from one annual har-
vest of rice to 2 harvests a year which made 
it possible for them to  the rice production by 
330% last year! The same 5 families plan on 3 
harvests this next year and if their hopes are 
realized this will help them increase their rice 
production by 550%.  Without any additional 
funds from P3H, the farmer groups used their 
initial increased income to buy an additional 
27 pumps for a total of 32 pumps which now 
serves 100 families. With the increase of the 
number of harvest combined with the recent 
increase in the price of rice, has helped the 
farmers of Wanokaka to believe that their 
poverty does not have to be perpetual. It 
warms the heart to hear them praise God and 
give thanks to Him for His faithfulness.  
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        As I reflect back on this school year I 
have much to be thankful for but I also real-
ize I feel like this school year has come to a 
close much faster than I had anticipated. It 
feels like one of those years where I just 
now feel like I am getting the hang of things-
teachers seem more settled,  students are in 
good routines, we are seeing progress in some 
of the kids with behavioral problems, the ESL 
students are really gaining in their language 
ability. It just feels like we should keep go-
ing...why break up a good thing? 
        It is good to reflect though. This year 
started off a bit rough with Esther, the ele-
mentary secretary passing away, one of our 
teachers having to leave, Anna’s headaches 
continuing, and Anna choosing to be in the 
states for a semester. It has also ended a bit 
rough with the death of one of our part-time 
students in a bicycle accident.  
        But there have been huge blessings also. 
For example, Pat vanderMark, our 5th grade 
teacher was able to return to teach even 

though she is older than the age limit for 
visas here. Our school is growing and we are 
seeing more opportunities to minister to kids 
from all over the world in a very unique con-
text. 20 some high school students were 
baptized in January and two elementary stu-
dents made decisions of faith. For all this 
and more I rejoice and count my blessings!  
       So it is with a bit of sadness to see this 

Anna Update 
       Anna has been in the U.S . since January. 
She has been attending Capital High School 
and has done really well. It has not been 
without bumps and adjustments but overall 
her experience has been good and she has 
learned a lot about her passport country.  
       We have been so thankful for the group 
of girls that she has gotten to know through 
the Wednesday Bible Study group. They have 
been a huge support to her, welcomed her in 
and have definitely helped her transition into 
life in the U.S.  
       Anna did something very brave during 
this semester as well. She has a semester 
long project for her Honors English class 
that involved several components and the 
challenge to be creative. She had to read 3 
books and she chose to read about Women in 
Islam in Afghanistan. As part of this project 
she decided to wear a burqa (full covering-
see picture) for 3 days to her high school. If 
she wasn’t the “strange one” before this, she 
definitely put herself out there by doing this.  
       Anna said that it was exhausting wearing 
the burqa mainly because of the questions 
and the amount of stares that she got from 
people. She journaled about the experience 
as well as wrote an article for the school 

newspaper. It will be interesting to hear 
more about her experience but we are cer-
tainly proud of her for wanting to experi-
ence life behind a veil and for wanting to 
understand more about Islam. We look for-
ward to being with her again soon.  

       Luke is finished with 8th grade and I 
think he was more than ready for this 
school year to be over. He is  very ready to 
be in the U.S. for the summer and to get to 
experience life again in that land of plenty 
of things to do and see. Sometimes I worry 
that he doesn’t have a realistic idea of what 
America is like, which can be typical of a 
third-culture kid (see our last newsletter 
for an explanation of that). But, I know 
that the Lord will work in his heart and help 
him to figure out what is really important in 
life.  
       One highlight for Luke in the past cou-
ple of months was getting to meet his Dad 
in Bali to go scuba diving through a ship-
wreck. Nick was in Bali for meetings and at 
the end of that, Luke had a 3 day weekend 
so he flew, met Nick and the next day he, 

Luke Update 

Nick, Jay, David Jantzi and Glen Eitemil-
ler went scuba diving. They all were so 
excited about this dive and the amazing 
sea life they saw. I guess Nick and Jay 
even “played” with a barracuda a bit. I 
guess it is times like these that Luke does 
realize that it’s not so bad growing up in 
Indonesia.   

Laura Update 

       Anna in the burqa she wore! 

Luke in Lombok after scuba diving! 

year end but it is with great anticipation 
that I look forward to next school year and 
all the possibilities for another full school 
year at Mountainview.  
       By the way...did I tell you that I am 
especially excited to see Annaliese soon-I 
can’t wait for May 29th.  
YIPPPPPPPPEEEEEEEEEE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 


