
 

Burnt Forest is a small town high 

up in Kenya’s fertile Rift Valley. It 

was settled in the early 1960s. For 

decades, Burnt Forest has been a 

focal point of ethnic tension. In 

2008, when the current president 

was declared the winner in a 

disputed election, the majority 

ethnic group of the area rose up to 

attack minority ethnic groups who 

supported the president’s party. 

Houses, shops, and schools were 

burned. Thousands fled. Many died. 

The community was broken. The 

Reformed Church of East Africa, 

one of CRWRC’s partners, had 

churches in both communities. 

They too were deeply affected. 

Could they recover? 

 
Healing has come slowly to Burnt 

Forest. Shortly after the post-

election violence, a local NGO 

welcomed Iman Ashifa and Pastor 

James Wuye, two well-known 

peacemakers from Nigeria who 

have done much to reconcile 

Muslim and Christian communities 

in their country. They facilitated a 

reconciliation process between the 

conflicted communities that led to 

the rebuilding and revival of the 

local market. All groups now buy 

and sell their goods in that market. 

This reconciliation process was 

documented in a video called the 

“African Answer.” 

 

Healing has also come slowly to the 

churches. A year ago I visited Safia 

RCEA Tingwa church in Burnt 

Forest. After the post-election 

violence, the church was struggling. 
Many neighboring farms had been 

burnt. Many people were fearful or 

angry. The church was also quite 

poor, with only a  few youth going 

to university. With the support of 

RCEA’s Care Department, the 

church leaders cast a dream that 

within 15 years 100 youth would 

graduate from university. They 

went into horticulture to raise 

funds for school fees. The church 

mobilized the community, identified 

opportunities, assessed risks, raised 

funds (100 percent local 

contributions), and implemented 

projects. The community learned 

how to export their produce on 

the international market. 

 

As the 

group ran 

its 

projects 

they also 

began to 

engage 

with their 

neighbors. 

Neighbors 

began 

attending 

Bible studies, and soon the church 

began to grow. I asked them how 

they were relating to their 

neighbors who were forced to flee 

during the post-election violence. 
Their answer? Trading French 

beans. Through trade they were 

rebuilding trust, bit by bit. A year 

later I returned to see how the 

church had progressed. The group 

had some astonishing things to 

share with me. They had earned 

enough to pay university fees for 18 

youth. The church had grown to 

300. Offerings had mushroomed. 

And what about the neighbors they 

traded French beans with? They 

had started coming to their church. 

Behind the pulpit was a large 

banner that read “For my house 

shall be called a house of prayer for 

all nations” (Isa. 56:7). Healing 

between communities leads to 

healing within, and healing within 

leads to greater healing between. 

 

CRWRC Kenya’s vision is 

“transformed communities living in 

shalom.” At Safina RCEA Tigwa I 

caught a glimpse of that vision being 

realized. The healing isn’t complete,  

but it has begun. 
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Things to 

Celebrate and 

Pray For 
 

¶ Mariah has 

graduated from high 

school. She has 

returned to 

Toronto this 

summer to work as 

a camp counselor at 

a theatre arts camp. 

 

¶ Pray for Kenya as it 

prepares to vote on 

a new constitution 

on August 4. 
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