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Please Pray For

Peace between the
communities of
Pokot and Turkana.
CRWRC Kenya and
RCEA, that they
may be successful in
obtaining funding
for peace-building
work. Our current
resources are
stretched thin.
Georgina as she
grows her
consulting practice
in East Africa.
Mariah as she
writes her final
exams and makes
plans for her “gap”
year.
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Trying Something New

Turkana and Pokot are two
communities with a long
history of conflict over water
and grazing land. As in the Old
Testament days, disputes were
resolved by elder community
councils. Though competition
for scarce resources was often
high, tensions between the
communities were manageable.

This changed in the colonial era
when the colonial government
protected and supported one
group over another.

Resentment grew. After 8 :
independence, both A community dialogue in Pokot

communities struggled to
reestablish their council of RCEA began in this region. We for the meetings. They were
elders. The national are still very active there. Many told, “Our friends have come
government failed to provide  of you may be familiar with the to listen.” The communities
reliable rule of law and famous goats from “Goat’s shared openly the effects of
adequate security. Canucks Goats”—they were insecurity, the barriers to
Disagreements now sparked given to 300 families in peace, which peace
violence. Violence spawned Turkana. interventions had worked and
more violence. Guns, easily which hadn’t, and what it
obtained, became prevalent. Though we do disaster would take for peace to
Many have been killed in never- response and development, prevail. Men and women
ending raids. Raiding and cattle RCEA and CRWRC have come participated in the dialogue.
rustling, always a part of a to recognize that community
pastoral life, have caused great transformation will not happen When we were done, there
harm to both communities. without peace between was a shared awareness of the
communities. Using a set of challenges to peace, and an
The Reformed Church of East  tools called Deep Democracy  openness to try something
Africa (RCEA), one of that we first introduced to new. We were told the
CRWRC’s partners, has RCEA youth last year, RCEA  following day that
parishes in both Pokot and and CRWRC did a conflict conversations continued long
Turkana. Its congregations have assessment in Pokot and after we left. | am hopeful that
been deeply affected by the Turkana in April. We held two  God will do something new.
chronic insecurity. Trust meetings, one in each area. The Eighteen of 24 men in the
between parishes is low. Fear  local chiefs organized the Turkana group agreed with the
runs high. RCEA has been a meetings. Forty people metin  idea of dialogue between

strong advocate for peace and  Kainuk, Turkana, and over 100 warriors from both
development in this neglected  met in Orwa, Pokot. Warriors communities. We told both
region and is well respected. were invited to participate. groups that we are ready to
CRWRC’s partnership with Some walked as far as 50 km walk with them.
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