
 

God’s invitation to place our 

needs, fears, failures, hopes, and 
lives in His hands is the gift of this 

season of Lent. It calls not for an 

act of will, but for an act of prayer. 

Often the prayer wells up in me: 

“Am I following Your will for my 

life, O God? What should I be 

doing? When? Where? How?” 

These questions can bring 

unneeded emotional paralysis; all 

God asks me to do is simply to put 

my life in His hands—He will take 

care of the rest. I do not have to 

have the answers—I need to listen! 

  

But this is seldom easy—our selves 

get in the way. We have a hard 

time listening to God and an 

equally hard time listening to each 

other. We listen for what we want 

to hear, whereas the kind of 

listening that God expects can 

often mean giving up our own 

agendas. When the disciples heard 

God telling them to listen to His 

Son, it carried the implication that 

their immediate projects were to 

be put on hold. The disciples were 

so carried away by the sight of the 

glory of Jesus that they immediately 

started planning how to contain 

that glory in a manmade structure. 

But God said, “Listen to my chosen 

One,” and their projects became a 

nonstarter. Listening to others may 

end up reversing our own projects. 

Perhaps that is why we often 

choose power rather than 

listening as we try to 

resolve issues.  

 

In Sierra Leone, where 

CRWRC and partner CES 

work with traditional 
communities, changes are 

occurring as communities 

learn that everyone needs 

to be heard. CES staff 

person Foray Marah tells a 

story of this change: 

 

We have been operating in Kania 

village since 2004, using Training for 

Transformation to teach principles of 

ethics, democratic decision making, 

good governance, and servant 

leadership. The Kania Village 

Development Committee (VDC) 

is composed of five women and 

seven men. The treasurer is 

Matigiray Sesay, the only 

woman holding a leadership 

position on the committee. The 

VDC had raised funds for a 

development project and now 

had to make a final decision 

about how to use the funds for 

the benefit of the community.  

 

Matigiray tried hard to make her 

voice heard. When she was finally 

given the floor, she suggested 

purchasing bed nets that could be sold 

at a small profit. That way, she 

explained, the VDC would 

help protect people from 

malaria at an affordable 

cost and could maintain a 

small development fund at 

the same time. Town Chief 

Pa Dabonta Koroma 

brushed aside her 

suggestion. òThe funds are 

to be used to buy rice for distribution. 

This is what we have always doneñ

this is what the leaders have always 

decided.ó His forceful declaration left 

no doubt that he expected to be 

obeyed. 

 

Matigiray stood her ground and 

cautioned everyone present to 

consider the consequences of their 

decisions. She reminded them that 

mosquitoes carrying malaria have a 

deadly effect, especially on children 

and pregnant womenñbesides 

making sleep difficult for everyone. As 

she laid out her points, the other 

members of the committee began 

listening.  

 

Previously it was unthinkable to listen 

to womenõs views. The meetings, male 

dominated, completely treated women 

with disregard. Women were not 

comfortable speaking up in mixed 

gender settings because they knew 

that they would not be heard. But this 

day, when the issue was put to a vote 

9 out of 12 voted for bed nets.  
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Warning!  
 
Listening to others is good 

for your health! Listening 

to God may change your 

life!  

 

In her paper presented at a 

mission conference in Feb-

ruary, Mary Crickmore, 

our CRWRC West Africa 

team leader, reminds us: 

“Persuasion that comes 

out of mutually respectful 

dialogue…is a process that 

makes people open to the 

Holy Spirit, the renewer of 

minds.” Please pray for 

CRWRC staff in Senegal 
(Jatu, Abdallah, Wyva) that 

we will grow in our listen-

ing to God and to others 

this Lenten season. 
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