
 

Meet Ms. Chansouk, a young 

teacher who just graduated a 

few months ago from the 

Teacher Training College. Her 

first posting is in Sompoy, one 

of the CRWRC target villages.  

She arrived in this village last 

October after having walked 

for 3.5 days, as she had no 

other form of transportation. 

 

She begins teaching sixteen 

grade 3 students each morning 

beginning at 7:30 AM and end-

ing at 4:00 PM, with a lunch 

break from 11 AM to 1 PM. 

But her day does not end 

there.  While I was in the vil-

lage I heard a bell chime at 5:30 

PM. I followed some villagers 

on their way to the school 

building. Ms. Chansouk was 

there in school once again, this 

time teaching adult literacy 

from 5:30 to 7:30 PM. There 

are 16 adults attending Level 1 

literacy classes 3 nights a week. 

The other 4 evenings, Ms. 

Chansouk teaches an entry 

level literacy class for 15 adults 

who have never been to school 

and have no foundation in 

reading or writing. This is a 

new project for CRWRC, as 

we are involved in developing 

the curriculum suitable for illit-

erate adult learners. 

 

Watching the adults interact 

with this young teacher and 

have a lot of fun in class while 

learning to read and write was 

exciting to see. Also exciting 

was the incredible commitment 

of this teacher to live and work 

in this remote village for the 

equivalent of under $40 US per 

month.    
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Prayer Items 
 Praise that we have 

managed to hire addi-

tional staff as needed.   

 Pray that the new 

health, education, and 

construction staff in 

Phongsaly will adjust 

well to working with 

CRWRC. 

 Pray for a strengthen-

ing of team spirit 

among staff members 

in Phongsaly. 

 Pray for Alan and 

Janet Bemoñbased in 

Phongsalyñand Ari 

and Elaine Vitikainen 

(along with their sons 

Daniel and Samuel)ñ

based in Vientianeñas 

they settle in and sup-

port the work of 

CRWRC in Laos. 

www.crwrc.org 

Matthew has shown that he is 

caring in his approach to learn-

ing and is respectful of othersõ 

ideas. Matthew was able to 

apply ideas gathered from guest 

speakers and put them into 

action. He is keen to share his 

discoveries. He has shown skill 

as a reflective learner, remem-

bering and reusing strategies 

learned previously. Matthew is 

open-minded about new ideas. 

Maria displays a sensible and 

mature attitude to school life. 

She has an inquiring mind and 

enjoys learning new things. 

Maria demonstrates patience 

and has been very caring when 

helping other students. She is 

able to see things from some-

one elseõs point of view and 

demonstrates empathy. Maria 

is a self-motivated student who 

uses her time effectively. 

Monica shows cooperation and 

strong facilitator skills in work-

ing with small groups on pro-

jects. She is a well respected 

member of the grade 5 learning 

community. Monica can be 

quickly motivated by new ideas. 

She communicates and inter-

prets concepts clearly and in a 

sophisticated manner. Monica 

exemplified enthusiasm and 

caring for the planet. 
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The Mystery Revealed  

 

Your guesses were:  

 sticks that must be kept 

moist so that you can use 

them to roast meat over a 

fire 

 a nice local drink with very 

long straws so that 

everyone can 

taste it 

 a fireworks 

set-up 

 a type of 

fondue pot 

from which 

participants can retrieve 

cooked food. 

 a jar for partaking of lao-lao 

(through the reed straws), 

like some of the tribal 

people use in their festive 

gatherings. 

 a large incense holder 

 

 

And the correct answer is........   

 

A jar for drinking Lao rice 

whisky communally! 

 

Several of our target villages 

use something like this during 

celebrations, which includes 

when a foreigner comes to 

visit! 

A holy man was having a con-

versation with the Lord one 

day and said, òLord, I would 

like to know what heaven and 

hell are like.ó 

 

The Lord led the holy man to 

two doors. He opened one of 

the doors and the holy man 

looked in. In the middle of the 

room was a large round table. 

 

In the middle of the table was a 

large pot of stew, which 

smelled delicious and made the 

holy man's mouth water. 

 

The people sitting around the 

table were thin and sickly. They 

appeared to be famished. They 

were holding spoons with very 

long handles that were 

strapped to their arms, and 

each found it possible to reach 

into the pot of stew and take a 

spoonful.  But because the han-

dle was longer than their arms, 

they could not get the spoons 

back into their mouths. 

 

The holy man shuddered at the 

sight of their misery and suffer-

ing.  The Lord said, òYou have 

seen hell.ó  

 

They went to the next room 

and opened the door. It was 

exactly the same as the first 

one. There was the large round 

table with the large pot of stew 

which made the holy man's 

mouth water. 

 

The people were equipped 

with the same long-handled 

spoons, but here the people 

were well nourished and 

plump, laughing and talking. 

The holy man said, òI don't 

understand.ó 

 

òIt is simple,ó said the Lord. 

òYou see, they have learned to 

feed each other.ó 

  

The greedy think only of them-

selves, and the result is suffer-

ing for all. When Jesus died on 

the cross, he was thinking of all 

of us, not himself. 

 

Who will we share our spoon 

with? 

Sharing Our Spoons 
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Take a close look at this photo. 

What could this possibly be 

used for? Donõt hesitate or be 

shy, but send your best guess to 

Mike at fivemfamily@gmail.com  

The mystery will be revealed in 

the next newsletter! 
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