
 

By Katie De Kam 

 

In the community of Los 

Charcos, itõs tough to be a 

youth. The small community 

has problems with 

delinquency, alcoholism, and 

issues of revenge. But the 

church represents an 

alternative. One year ago 

there were only a couple of 

youth attending Los Charcos 

Christian Reformed Church, 

but that all changed after a 

youth-focused event under a 

beautiful mango tree by the 

river. A group of youth from 

British Columbia came on a 

work trip and cosponsored a 

youth event with Diaconia 

and members of the Olancho 

youth board of the CRC. 

Those who showed up heard 

a series of messages aimed at 

youth, admitting the struggles 

of young adults and the 

redemption that can only be 

found in the Lord. What was 

particularly striking about the 

event was the faith of the 

speakers that God was going 

to move in that event despite 

the fact that half of them 

didnõt speak Spanish. 

 

The result: six months later, 

in September 2009, sixteen 

youth from Los Charcos took 

their call to be Christians 

seriously, taking a class to 

study the Bible and what it 

means to be a Christian. The 

culmination of the class was 

the baptism of these sixteen 

new youth believers, on the 

banks of the same river 

where the youth event had 

taken place earlier. 

 

A year after their first trip, 

the same group from British 

Columbia returned to Los 

Charcos. Just before this 

yearõs youth event started, I 

was talking with the Canadian 

youth pastor and the wife of 

the pastor in Los Charcos. 

We were relating the steps 

that the youth took to be a 

part of the church and how 

things were going for them. 

She said that many of the 

youth who were baptized 

have had their share of 

struggles, and some are not 

excited about coming to 

church anymore. However, 

most of the sixteen came to 

this yearõs youth event and 

were talking about planning 

more youth events for the 

churches in their valley. This 

yearõs youth event was 

downright fun, but most 

important, the activities and 

messages seemed to make a 

new impact on these youth. It 

was a privilege to be a part of 

it, and to be able to 

encourage these youth 

through the ups and downs of 

their faith. 
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Please Pray 
 

¶ Give praise that 

the school year at 

Luz y Verdad has 

started on a good 

foot with an 

improved 

atmosphere for 

learning. 

¶ Pray for youth in 

rural Honduras, 

such as those in 

Los Charcos, 

where there are 

many challenges 

for youth as they 

set out on self-

discovery. 

¶ Pray for us to 

follow Godõs call 

for our future 

plans. 

¶ Pray that the new 

community 

leaders for the Ag 

program will 

make the impact 

that God wants. 

www.crwrc.org 
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By Matt De Kam 

 

A short motorcycle ride 

brought us to the foot of the 

mountains where Isaí and I 

started our hike up to La 

Avispa. We were headed 

there this month to help set 

community agricultural and 

environmental priorities and 

to discuss the possibility of 

starting a credit union. The 

first hour of the ride was 

pleasant, following a gorge 

with the river and forest to 

keep us cool, even in the 

middle of the dry season. In 

the second hour we climbed 

many switchbacks and then 

felt the heat as we walked up 

a dry creek bed near the 

village. There was nothing to 

impede the harsh tropical sun 

because most of the forest 

had been cut down for 

making pastures and 

cornfields, even on the steep 

slopes. 

 

The steep mountainsides 

surrounding the village of La 

Avispa are like a patchwork 

quilt of green, brown, and 

black squares. 

As we walked 

up to the 

house I asked 

Nelson, one of 

the community 

leaders, about 

the thick haze I 

noticed hanging 

between the 

mountains. He 

explained that 

it is common 

this time of 

year because all the people 

burn their fields to prepare 

for planting in June. Burning is 

a tradition, a habit, just the 

way things are done. Many 

people donõt think twice 

about how it could help 

erode away the fertility of the 

soil. 

 

How do you break a bad 

habit? Itõs tough, even when 

you know the habit is 

harmful. Thatõs true for 

individuals, communities, and 

even entire societies. This 

community has chosen òsoil 

conservationó as one of their 

priorities, but I wonder what 

will actually work to convince 

the people to not burn. 

 

We are not the first to take 

up the challenge. A few years 

ago another nongovernmental 

organization (NGO) had a 

strong presence in La Avispa. 

Edgardo, a member of the 

local CRC congregation, took 

us out to see his field, where 

he used soil conservation 

techniques that he learned 

when he was a promoter with 

the previous NGO. It is a 

beautiful farm with living 

erosion barriers of sugar 

cane, plenty of diverse trees, 

coffee, and beehives. I asked 

Edgardo why all the people 

who learned these ideas donõt 

keep practicing them. He 

responded that the project 

ended and so did the money. 

The promoters were paid, 

and when the pay stopped, so 

did the practices. 

 

We noticed the same 

dynamic when the community 

was setting their priorities; 

everyone was excited about 

all the ideas for new projects 

until it came time for the 

work plan, when they realized 

that it was up to them to 

organize and realize the 

projects. I think they had 

assumed that Diaconia was 

going to do all the hard work 

and drop off the finished 

product at their doorstep. I 

get the feeling that things 

happened that way with the 

other NGO. NGOs can have 

bad habits too. Doing things 

for the people instead of with 

them teaches them to be 

dependent and creates a 

worse situation. We are 

constantly warned by our 

boss at Diaconia to not fall 

into this trap of paternalism. 

In the environment program 

we are constantly striving to 

help people see that 

development begins locally, 

using the resources at hand. 

Edgardo will have another 

chance to make changes in La 

Avispa because he is one of 

our volunteer òfacilitator-

innovatorsó with the ag/

environment program of 

Diaconia. 
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