
 

The Christian Reformed World 

Relief Committee is planning a 

response to help 117 families in 

Guatemala who live in one of 

the areas hardest-hit by Tropi-

cal Storm Agatha, the first 

tropical storm of the season. 

Vid Y Pampanos, one of our 

partners in Guatemala, is 

responding to help three 

groups: 

   

Group 1: The heavy rains of 

Agatha, May 27, 28, and 29, 

2010, produced severe flooding 

in Zone 2 of Quetzlatenango, 

Guatemala. As a result, many 

homes and business were 

completely flooded. All of the 

drains were plugged and over-

flowed. The worst is that the 

water from the drains is very 

dirty and leaves foul smells. 

Because of the flooding in their 

homes people threw out beds, 

mattresses, refrigerators, 

stoves, clothing, sheets, 

blankets, etc.  

 

While the residents have 

worked tirelessly to clean their 

homes, in some places they still 

have not been able to due to 

continued problems with the 

drainage system. 

 

We will focus on part of Zone 

two of Quetzaltenango. There 

are two areas of the city more 

visibly affected, and so the city 

(Mayor, municipality and army) 

is only helping those two areas. 

Meanwhile, the area we hope 

work with, until this point, has 

received no help. There are 72 

families, with about 360 people 

in all. 

 

These families are the poorest 

families in Zone 2 ð we are not 

including those who, by their 

own funds, are already paying 

for repairs, nor are we 

including the owners of the 

businesses. They are the poor-

est and most affected, and vary 

in their religious beliefs. They 

are not simply waiting to be 

taken care of ð rather, they are 

fighting to save their belong-

ings, cleaning their belongings 

and their homes. 

 

Group 2: In Chicovix, an out-

skirt of Zunil, Quetzaltenango 

just 12 km. from the city of 

Quetzaltenango, the torrential 

rains came down out of the 

mountains, covered the road, 

making it impassable, and 

destroyed many homes. 90% of 

the population of Chicovix lost 

their homes. 

 

The group is sustained 
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òThe 15 families of 

Parrancana lost all 

their personal pos-

sessions. Worst of 

all, one father was 

killed by the rushing 

water. Right now, 

they are cleaning 

their homes.ó 
 

- Milton García, Director of 

Vid y Pámpanos  
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