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Please Pray

il

for those who are
affected by floods,
droughts, and other
natural disasters.
for CRWRC and
CRWM as we serve
in Cambodia and
around the world.
for the people of
Cambodia, that
both their physical
and spiritual hunger
would be satisfied.
for health and
safety.
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Two CRC Agencies, 40 Local Churches, 368 Families, 18 Metric Tons

What do the numbers in the
title above have in common?

For the past year, CRWRC and
Christian Reformed World
Missions have been working to-
gether to strengthen the
ministry of 40 small churches in
southeastern Cambodia.
Though some of the pastors of
these churches are only semi-
literate, they are all willing to
do whatever they are able to in
leading the local church.

In the past five years, however,
rains in the area have been
unreliable, and they were
especially poor last year. The
rice harvest in the area has
suffered as a result. Thankfully,
this year looks more promising.
Many people have borrowed
money to buy seeds and try
again, but harvest time is still a

long way
off and
families
need to be
fed. The
churches
asked for
help in
filling this
gap, and
on August
17
CRWRC,
with the
help of our
partner
KADRA,
the district
governor, and the local police,
distributed bags of rice to 368
vulnerable families. The
distribution took place in three
different locations, and people
came from 31 villages to pick
up their rice. Each distribution
began with prayer.
@ A total of 18 tons

The largest
distribution was to
" take place at a local
church.
Unfortunately, the
truck hauling the
rice got stuck
about a half
kilometer away, so

to move to where
the truck was
stuck. Just as the
distribution was
about to begin, a
short rainstorm
came through. As

Rachel with some of the rice

the distribution had

we huddled under a
tarp waiting out the

storm, one woman said, “Why
didn’t you come much earlier?
You have brought the rain with
you!” By the end of the distri-
bution the sun was again
shining, and hope also shone on
the faces of the recipients.

Chhay Huot

The first thing | noticed about
Chhay Huot was her smile. |
saw her at the first rice distri-
bution point, about 2.5
kilometers away from the
Vietnam border. She has five
children. Chhay Huot’s husband
is mentally ill and unable to help
her with their children. Raising
five children during a drought in
an agriculture-dependent area
is difficult to begin with; it is
even more difficult when you
have to do it alone. However,
the desperation one might
expect to see was not there.
Instead, when Chhay received
her rice, her smile made it clear
that she was filled with hope.
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