
 Dear Friends, 

 

Badyo is a small community in 

the mountains of Haiti not far 

from the capital Port-au-

Prince. The elevation is about 

4500 feet (1500 meters), 

which makes the summer 

cooler than many other 

places here, and also allows 

the peasants to grow crops 

like potatoes, leeks, and 

cabbage. The hillsides are 

steep and, ideally, one should 

keep them covered with trees 

to prevent soil erosion. But 

the Haitian peasant has no 

choiceñthere is no flat land 

and they must grow food for 

their families. Life is not 

easyñplanting, weeding, and 

harvesting, everything has to 

be done by hand. In the 

summer there are frequent 

rains, but between November 

and March is the dry season. 

A few small springs provide 

water for the people to drink, 

but not enough water for 

irrigation. CRWRC works 

with the community in a 

variety of ways, improving 

hygiene, food production, and 

protecting the environment. 

People have to start planting 

trees and using other 

methods to protect Godõs 

creation, as there will be no 

soil left for the next 

generation otherwise. 

 

On a Saturday morning I 

visited the community. A 

group of about 30 men and 

women were in the church 

having a training session in 

cooperatives. One of the 

projects that the community 

wants to accomplish is an 

agriculture store. If they 

organize themselves in a co-

op they can buy the vegetable 

seeds and fertilizer in bigger 

quantities for better prices 

than when they have to buy 

these inputs on their own. An 

agronomist gave a session on 

the key features 

of a successful co

-op: itõs 

democratic, 

everybody takes 

responsibility, 

everyone is 

treated the same 

way, there is 

solidarity, and 

there is 

honestyñthese 

are the major 

principles. It takes time and 

effort to teach this to people 

who donõt have a lot of 

formal education. Two of the 

participants are music leaders 

in church, and they promised 

to put the principles to music 

so that next time they can 

sing the lesson. It is a change 

for the peopleñfrom being 

exploited by the leaders to 

running their own co-op. It 

will be one of the experiences 

that helps to transform the 

community of Badyo, not only 

economically but also socially. 

 

Development in the 

community starts with 

transforming people. Thank 

you for supporting CRWC in 

doing this important work. 

We hope that you would 

consider an end-of-the-year 

gift for the work of CRWRC 

in Haiti. 

 

Wishing you Godõs blessing at 

the Christmas season and 

during the New Year, 

 

 

Ad and Coby deBlaeij, Haiti 

Hi from Haiti  
Ad deBlaeij, Haiti  

December 2009 

 

Ad deBlaeij 
adeblaeij@crwrc.org 

(please note the new 

email address!) 
509-3780-7419  

 

CRWRC Canada 
3475 Mainway  
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Burlington, ON L7R 3Y8 

1-800-730-3490 

Fax: 905-336-8344 

 

CRWRC US 
2850 Kalamazoo Ave. SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49560 

1-800-552-7972 

Fax: 616-224-8060 

www.crwrc.org 

 

 

Some boys 

play in the 

distance 

against the 

backdrop of 

mountains. 

 
Please Pray 

with Us for the 
Work in Haiti  

 

�x��We are thankful for 

the fact that no hurri-

canes or tropical 

storms hit Haiti in 

2009. 

�x��We are thankful for 

the hospitality of fami-

lies and churches we 

visited in British Co-

lumbia, Alberta, Michi-

gan, and Montreal this 

fall. 

�x��We pray for peace in 

Haiti, especially in the 

coming months when 

elections are sched-

uled. 

�x��We pray for the work 

in Badyo and other 

communities in Haiti. 

�x��We pray that 2010 

will be a special year 

in which Godõs King-

dom will transform 

Haiti.  

http://www.crwrc.org/

