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Is it still Kenya, is it already 

Tanzania? Those are my first 

questions I remember asking as I 

enter Jimbo community about 

three years ago on a visit with John 

Mangenge, the director of one of 

our CRWRC local church based 

partners called Pwani Christian 

Community Services, or just as 

Pwani CCS. Jimbo community is a 

typical small fishing village of about 

200 inhabitants, similar to those 

which you find along the coast of 

Kenya. What makes it unique in 

some way is that it is the last village 

you will find in coastal Kenya 

before heading to the neighboring 

country of Tanzania. It lies about 

120 kilometers south of Mombasa, 

which is Kenyaõs second largest city 
after the capital city of Nairobi. 

Jimbo is, geographically speaking, an 

island archipelago, and the people 

living there are from Mijikenda 

tribe and almost 

entirely Muslim in 

religion.  

 

Why work in Jimbo 

you might ask? Well, 

Pwani CCS had 

worked some years 

ago in communities 

not too far away from 

Jimbo and had a staff 

person on board who actually came 

from that area. They also got to 

know the Jimbo Environmental 

Group, who in the past had been 

responsible for rehabilitating 

mangrove trees in the village and 

also did beach clean up. During the 

terrible Asian tsunami disaster in 

2004, few people realized that the 
shockwaves had actually reached 

the Kenyan coast. It resulted in 

more property damage than loss of 

life, as elsewhere in Asia, but 

nevertheless Jimbo was one of the 

affected villages where many of the 

villagers had their boats and houses 

damaged.  

 

Pwani CCS responded in 2006 with 

direct funding assistance from 

Diakonie Katasthrophen Hilfe (a 

German church-based relief 

organization) to the needs of Jimbo 

community. They entered the 

community through a 

òParticipatory Rural Appraisaló 

process which allows the 

community to speak out and 

identify the needs of the 

community on their own and 

therefore increase community 

ownershipña vital element in any 

community development work. 
This process was not without 

challenges, including no small 

amount of suspicion and initial 

resistance by some community 

members to allowing a church 

based organization to work in 

Jimbo. Jimbo community members 

were quite ready to receive the 

money as they had from a few 

other donors in the past , but did 

not want to go beyond that. Pwani 

CCS community facilitator Zero 

recalls that some donors had come 

to Jimbo in the past but nothing 

really had been accomplished in 

terms of impact at community level. 

He adds that there was a real lack 

Alicia and the boys during Oliver's 6th 

Birthday in September 

Noah and our recently ac-

quired Labrador puppy Sarah 

Oliver and Noah with Papa 
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