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Please Pray

9 Storm Ketsana Re-
sponse.We thank God
for rescue, relief and reha-
bilitation efforts that save
lives and continue to pour
in from different people,
organizations and coun-
tries. We are blessed to
see our people join to-
gether to help, like how
CRWRC partner DAL-
SAKA in Mindanao mobi-
lized a response and gen-
erously donated boxes of
canned tuna for affected
families in Southern Lu-
zon.

91 Pray for CRWRC's possible
assessment for disaster
response after Typhoon
Parma has brought ex-
tensive floods in Northern
Luzon.

9 The Visayas Regional Di-
aconal Conference is fast
approaching. October 2 |-
23, 2009, with the theme
"DEACONING Yesterday,
Today and Tomorrow"
and guest speaker Roy
Berkenbosch. Please pray
for a meaningful celebra-
tion as well as a fruitful
learning event for CRC
leaders in the Visayas.

CRWRC Philippines

Joe Lamigo, Country Consultant
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The Church and AIDS: Living, Caring and Sharing

tended the Asia
Development
Bank (ADB)

NGO AIDS

Competence
Process. It was
two year learn-
ing process for
several NGOs
in the Philip-

“And as Jesus passed by, he saw a
man who was blind from his birth.
And his disciples asked him, saying,
Master, who did sin, this man, or his
parents, that he was born blind?
Jesus answered, Neither hath this
man sinned, nor his parents,

but that the works of God should be
made manifest in him.” John 9:1-3

LIVING: A BURDEN FOR

4

HIV AND AIDS pines who were
It has been more than two  already working »
years that CRWR@dEe p gl ) Eplial (third from the left) with Filipino

Buklod Biyayang Kristiyano living with HIV ¢y youth leaders and SMPer Nicole (third from
(BBK) had a burden for HIV and AIDS. BBK right) in one of the small group discussions, “refusal

and AIDS. BBK started run- and CRCP had stations.”

ning its HIV and AIDS aware-the opportunity

ness campaign as a result of to connect with the Filipino CARING AND SHAR-

its commitment to integrate HIV+ community. The Presi- ING : HOPE FOR A BOY
justice advocacy into its pro- dent of Pinoy Plus became a NAMED BANJO

gram. After attending severalfriend, agreeing to collaborateBanjo is an eighgearold boy

learning events, includingMi-and be BBKOGs IlviagwithiHI\C & fewyedrs-
cah Net wor k6 s soohenevecneeglesl. Having g o Banjods
Living with Abdp&kerfoom the H\+a - AIDS, died, leaving Banjo with

logue Education Seminar, BBEbOmmunity is a great answer his father, who is HIV+. Be-
developed a learning design to prayer because seeinga cause Banj ods
for focused group discussiongerson living with HIV and  quently sick, he could not find
The design was immediately hearing his or her testimony a stable job and thus he
used in churches, schools andreates an impressioninpar-c oul dnét affor
people organizations from allticipants. The presence of  to school. Sending a child to a
over Luzon and Visayas Pinoy Plus in workshops in- public school is free and sub-
(where BBK has partner stantly convinced participantssidized by the government in
groups). BBK conducted that HIV and AIDS is already the Philippines; however, it
workshops, starting with pro- here, happening in the Philip-still entails cost because of
moting awareness among  pines. In one session, the  many other needs of the
pastors, helping them under- President of Pinoy Plus shareghild. There are thousands of
stand the facts about HIV  with BBK a deep concern thaFilipino children who are not
transmission and prevention he had for a little boy living in school because of poverty,
and emphasizing the need towith HIV. Although the or-  and Banjo was one of them.
reduce stigma in the church ganization had a sponsorship
and communities. program, they could notac- Af t er hearing
commodate this boy as a re- sjtuation, BBK took the initia-
As part of empowering the  cipient because of their lim- tive to raise funds together
champions, representatives oited funds. The challenge be-with participants of their HIV
CRWRCO3s pr i ma cape gnappdrtangyrfor BBK and AIDS awareness cam-
the Christian Reformed to show that God cares for  paign. Workshop participants
Church in the Philippines Banjo. pledged to give 1,000 pesos
(CRCP) as well as BBK at-
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each (roughly $22 US) each HIV and AIDS peer educa- with partners like the CRCP
month for ten months. The tors. One of them is 2lyear and CRWM, hopes to engage
raised amount will provide  old Thea Andrea Bravo of  more young Filipinos like
for Banj ods n 8minhsof lfivimg WakecCGRE.0hlea; more RED HAT chap-
Year 20092010. Some of the Thea became part of the teanters in different regions of the
members of the partner that led a number of RED  nation; more participants
churches of BBK, like the =~ HAT prevention workshops coming together to prevent a
Conservative Baptist Church in Christian and public high national AIDS crisis. Above

in San Pablo, donated a schools in Southern Luzon. all, BBK hopes to see a caring
school bag, school supplies, Thea is thankful to God for church prepared and willing

and a new pair of school the opportunity to becomeat o share Christds
shoes for Banjo just in time positive influence for the those who are already in-
for the beginning of the youth. She knew how impor- fected with and affected by

school year. Just as it shouldtant it was to teach high HIV and AIDS.
be, Banjo is now in school, schoolers to abstain from sex
and hopes to stay in school before marriage and to pre- This coming World AIDS Day
every year until he finisheshis ent Godd s d e §NAD)2009, BBKwlaristo f or
studies. The effort of BBK to the right person and the rightinvite participants of the
hel p provide Ope. Bahpaosai dwarenessloampaiggtbjoin hi s
needs is an attempt to move experience (of being a peer the Blood Letting event as a
to another level of involve-  educator), | realized that Godway to celebrate the WAD.
ment in working together is leading me to a clear direc-This is a need that has been
with the HIV+ community.  tion. That this is what | need raised by the HIV+ commu-
to do. 6 Thea pity, and BBK cantinues to h a t
HOPE SHINES IN she has just started helping listen to and respond to such
WORKING TOGETHER others understand that they needs. (Submitted by Myra
BBK hopes that the church too can be part of the solu- Patal and Lem Roselon)
and community leaders who tion to big challenges like the
participate in each awarenesAIDS crisis. And she wants tG
and prevention session will beontinue on with the work
encouraged to show their  that has just begun.
support to people living with
HIV and AIDS (PLWHA), andEven before Thea engaged ir
that the changes in their leading workshops with RED
hearts towards PLWHA will HAT, she strongly felt that
be translated into real the Filipino youth in the
caring and sharing . Joining church can create effective,
together with other champi- long lasting change in the
ons, BBK is now a part of a community, and now she has
young, growing team called a growing concern for HIV
RED HAT (HIV and AIDS  and AIDS and the youth. In
TEAM), a group that has comher winning essay with the
mitted to engage the church, CRCP, Thea once wroté&This
the schools and the commu- is how God wants us to live. The
nities with local HIV and young people of our church
AIDS response. should care for others as Christ
cared for others. That’s the only L See
In June of 2009, RED HAT  way we can attain the vision of With lit candles, participants remember
trained church youth leaders being a caring church.” those whom God will never forget during the
sent by five churches in closing ceremony,

Southern Luzon to become  In the future, BBK, together  followed by the heartfelt reading of the
Embrace AIDS Litany.




