
 

December has been a busy, 

happening month; here are 

some highlights: 

 

On December 12, Ms. Carla, 

Matthewõs teacher at VIS, 

came to me and told me a 

story that happened in class 

earlier in the week. She had 

been telling the class that she 

was feeling a bit lonely be-

cause her husband and chil-

dren were traveling. Matthew 

replied òYou never need to 

feel alone because God is 

always with you.ó  

 

Early December we were 

informed that every country 

where CRWRC works must 

find ways to reduce our 

spending of CRWRC budget 

by 10%. That is after an 8% 

reduction which was in place 

a few months earlier as well 

as cuts in pension and health 

benefits. Unless CRWRCõs 

income improves, CRWRC 

will end the current fiscal 

year $2.2 million behind in 

our core funding compared 

to 07/08. 

Our planned deputation pe-

riod has been delayed until 

November 15, 2010. We had 

been planning to be in Canada 

during June and July 2010, but 

the home office have asked us 

to delay our visit as one small 

step in trying to balance the 

budget for this fiscal year.  

 

The South East Asian Games 

took place in Vientiane from 

December 9 to 18. It was a 

very exciting moment for this 

nation.  

 

Our neighbor, in prison after 

an old man on a bike in front 

of his truck fell off, hit his 

head, and died, was released 

unexpectedly. Word was out 

that nothing would happen 

before the SEA Games was 

over. In reality, he was re-

leased a few hours before the 

official opening ceremony. 

 

We were blessed with the  

safe arrival of expatriate staff. 

Alan and Janet Bemo arrived 

on December 17. Ari Viti-

kainen arrived on December 

14, and his wife and two sons 

on December 21. Ari arrived 

after a 2 day drive from Cam-

bodia (where they have been 

working for the past 8 years) 

at 3 PM on Monday. I was at a 

meeting and suggested he 

join, so he came by and joined 

his first education meeting. 

 

We were interviewed by Lao 

Television while we were at 

the new stadium. The next 

day, I got a phone call from 

the CRWRC office manager, 

Anousith. He said, òI saw you 

and Maria and Matthew on 

TV.ó 

 

Mike participated in a 

Readerõs Theatre perform-

ance at the International Fel-

lowship worship service 

where he filled the role of an 

angel.   

 

Moe Moe was the main or-

ganizer of the Vientiane Inter-

national School Christmas 

party for nearly 180 people.  
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Prayer Items 
¶ Pray for strong finan-

cial support for 

CRWRC so that we 

can focus on meeting 

the needs of the tar-

get group rather than 

being focused on cut-

ting budgets. 

 

¶ Pray for wisdom for 

all CRWRC staff as to 

how to respond to 

the current financial 

reality. 

 

¶ Pray that we are able 

to locate and hire a 

female Lao health staff 

to work in Phongsaly. 

 

¶ Praise God for the 

many answered 

prayers over the past 

year. 

www.crwrc.org 

Over, please 

Our prayer is that Christ will bless you at this holy time of 

year with all the peace and happiness of knowing that Heõs 

near. And when the seasonõs over, may His love remain 

with you as the joy of being close to Him 

fills everything you do. 

 

 

Christmas Greetings from the  Fennema Family!  

http://www.crwrc.org/


The Mystery Revealed  

 

Your guesses were:  

¶ a case for a 

violin or 

mandolin or 

something 

guitar like. 

¶ a rice 

thresher. 

¶ a different 

kind of peanut 

sheller. 

¶ a rug beater 

(like the rattan ones that the 

old dutchies use). 

¶ a secret weapon that 

Confucius always carried 

along to defend himself 

against the illiterate masses, 

while they, of course, under-

estimated its terrible power. 

 

And the correct answer is........  

A case for a weighing scale!  

When Mike was on a visit to a 

village in Nonghet district, the 

newest target area in Xieng 

Khouang, this interesting item 

was hanging on the wall.    

Notice the somewhat graphic 
health poster in the background! 

Three years ago the hike to 

the village of Somman from 

the main road took six hours 

in the wet season.   Each of 

the six villages in the cluster 

surrounding Somman village 

had a rundown school building 

with only two classrooms.  

Few children went to school 

past grade three.  During a 

visit in November 2009 here is 

what we saw: 

¶ A five room permanent 

school building supported by 

CRWRC along with com-

munity contribution for la-

bor and wood. 

¶ A wooden three room 

school building exten-

sion built by the com-

munity with only a small 

amount contributed by 

CRWRC for tin roofing 

sheets. 

¶ A  three room dormi-

tory for 66 students, 

completely constructed by 

the surrounding villages 

working together. 

¶ School latrines built by the 

community. 

¶ The most recent 

addition was a 

leveled football 

field for which 

each family in the 

surrounding vil-

lages contributed 

20,000 kip (or 

about $2.50 USD). 

¶ Plans in place to 

build additional classrooms 

for high school as well as to 

expand the dormitory to 

handle the expected addi-

tional number of students 

from the surrounding vil-

lages. 

 

Three years is a short time, 

but the change has been re-

markable and very rewarding 

for CRWRC to see the result 

of working with the villagers 

to take a small step and then 

stepping out of the way, stay-

ing on the sidelines, as the 

communities move forward by 

cooperating together. 
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Take a 

close 

look at 

this 

photo. 

What 

could 

this 

possibly 

be used 

for? 

Donõt 

hesitate 

or be shy, but send your best guess 

to Mike at fivemfamily@ gmail.com  

The mystery will be revealed in the 

next newsletter!! 
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